
THE GREAT 
SdCIALIST 
CBLTURAL 
REVOLUTION 

CHINA 
(3) 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS 
P E K I N G 





T H E G R E A T S O C I A L I S T 
C U L T U R A L R E V O L U T I O N 

I N C H I N A 

( 3 ) 

F O R E I G N L A N G U A G E S PRESS 
P E K I N G 196S 



Printed in the People's Republic of China 



C O N T E N T S 

S W E E P AWAY ALL MONSTERS 
— Editorial of the People's Daily {Renmin Rihao) of J u n e 1, 

1966— 1 
A GREAT REVOLUTION T H A T T O U C H E S P E O P L E T O T H E I R 

VERY SOULS 
— Editorial of the People's Daily of J u n e 2, 1966— 7 

MAO TSE-TUNG'S T H O U G H T IS T H E T E L E S C O P E AND MI
CROSCOPE O F OUR R E V O L U T I O N A R Y CAUSE 
— Editor ial of the Liberation Army Daily (Jiefangjun Bao) of 

J u n e 7, 1966— 11 
WE ARE CRITICS OF T H E OLD WORLD 

— Editorial of the People's Daily of J u n e 8, 1966— 18 





S W E E P A W A Y A L L M O N S T E R S 

— E d i t o r i a l o f t h e People's Daily {Renmin Ribao) o f J u n e i , 1 9 6 6 — 

A n u p s u r g e i s o c c u r r i n g i n t h e g r e a t p r o l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n i n s o c i a l i s t C h i n a w h o s e p o p u l a t i o n a c c o u n t s f o r 
o n e - q u a r t e r o f t h e w o r l d ' s t o t a l . 

F o r t h e l a s t f e w m o n t h s , i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e m i l i t a n t c a l l o f 
t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a n d 
C h a i r m a n M a o h u n d r e d s o f m i l l i o n s o f w o r k e r s , p e a s a n t s a n d 
s o l d i e r s a n d v a s t n u m b e r s o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y c a d r e s a n d i n t e l 
l e c t u a l s , a l l a r m e d w i t h M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t , h a v e b e e n 
s w e e p i n g a w a y a h o r d e o f m o n s t e r s t h a t h a v e e n t r e n c h e d 
t h e m s e l v e s i n i d e o l o g i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l p o s i t i o n s . W i t h t h e 
t r e m e n d o u s a n d i m p e t u o u s f o r c e o f a r a g i n g s t o r m , t h e y h a v e 
s m a s h e d t h e s h a c k l e s i m p o s e d o n t h e i r m i n d s b y t h e e x p l o i t i n g 
c l a s s e s f o r s o l o n g i n t h e p a s t , r o u t i n g t h e b o u r g e o i s " s p e c i a l 
i s t s " , " s c h o l a r s " , " a u t h o r i t i e s " a n d " v e n e r a b l e m a s t e r s " a n d 
s w e e p i n g e v e r y b i t o f t h e i r p r e s t i g e i n t o t h e d u s t . 

C h a i r m a n M a o h a s t a u g h t u s t h a t c l a s s s t r u g g l e d o e s n o t 
c e a s e i n C h i n a a f t e r t h e s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e s y s t e m 
o f o w n e r s h i p h a s i n t h e m a i n b e e n c o m p l e t e d . H e s a i d : 

T h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r 
g e o i s i e , t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s , 
a n d t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e i n t h e i d e o l o g i c a l f i e l d b e t w e e n t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o b e l o n g a n d 
t o r t u o u s a n d a t t i m e s w i l l e v e n b e c o m e v e r y a c u t e . T h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t s e e k s t o t r a n s f o r m t h e w o r l d a c c o r d i n g t o i t s 
o w n w o r l d o u t l o o k , a n d s o d o e s t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . I n t h i s 



r e s p e c t , t h e q u e s t i o n o f w h i c h w i l l w i n o u t , s o c i a l i s m o r 
c a p i t a l i s m , i s s t i l l n o t r e a l l y s e t t l e d . 

T h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e i n t h e i d e o l o g i c a l f i e l d b e t w e e n t h e p r o l e 
t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e h a s , b e e n v e r y a c u t e r i g h t t h r o u g h 
t h e 1 6 y e a r s s i n c e C h i n a ' s l i b e r a t i o n . T h e c u r r e n t g r e a t s o 
c i a l i s t c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n i s p r e c i s e l y a c o n t i n u a t i o n a n d d e 
v e l o p m e n t of t h i s s t r u g g l e . T h e s t r u g g l e i s i n e v i t a b l e . T h e 
i d e o l o g y o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e i d e o l o g y o f a l l t h e e x p l o i t 
i n g c l a s s e s a r e d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d t o e a c h o t h e r a n d c a n n o t 
c o e x i s t i n p e a c e . T h e p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n i s a r e v o l u t i o n 
t o a b o l i s h a l l e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s a n d a l l s y s t e m s o f e x p l o i t a 
t i o n ; i t i s a m o s t t h o r o u g h g o i n g r e v o l u t i o n t o b r i n g a b o u t t h e 
g r a d u a l e l i m i n a t i o n o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n w o r k e r s a n d 
p e a s a n t s , b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y , a n d b e t w e e n m e n t a l a n d 
m a n u a l l a b o u r e r s . T h i s c a n n o t b u t m e e t w i t h t h e m o s t s t u b 
b o r n r e s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s . 

In e v e r y r e v o l u t i o n t h e b a s i c q u e s t i o n i s t h a t o f s t a t e p o w e r . 
In a l l b r a n c h e s of t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e — i d e o l o g y , r e l i g i o n , a r t , 
l a w , s t a t e p o w e r — t h e c e n t r a l i s s u e i s s t a t e p o w e r . S t a t e 
p o w e r m e a n s e v e r y t h i n g . W i t h o u t i t , a l l w i l l b e l o s t . T h e r e 
f o r e , no m a t t e r h o w m a n y p r o b l e m s h a v e t o b e t a c k l e d a f t e r 
t h e c o n q u e s t of s t a t e p o w e r , t h e p r o l e t a r i a t m u s t n e v e r f o r g e t 
s t a t e p o w e r , n e v e r f o r g e t i t s o r i e n t a t i o n a n d n e v e r l o s e s i g h t 
o f t h e c e n t r a l i s s u e . F o r g e t t i n g a b o u t s t a t e p o w e r m e a n s 
f o r g e t t i n g a b o u t p o l i t i c s , f o r g e t t i n g a b o u t t h e b a s i c t h e s e s o f 
M a r x i s m a n d s w i t c h i n g t o e c o n o m i s m , a n a r c h i s m a n d u t o p i a n -
i s m a n d b e c o m i n g m u d d l e - h e a d e d . I n t h e l a s t a n a l y s i s , t h e 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e i n t h e i d e o l o g i c a l f i e l d b e t w e e n t h e p r o l e t a r i a t 
a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e i s a s t r u g g l e f o r l e a d e r s h i p . T h e e x p l o i t 
i n g c l a s s e s h a v e b e e n d i s a r m e d a n d d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r a u t h o r i t y 
b y t h e p e o p l e , b u t t h e i r r e a c t i o n a r y i d e a s r e m a i n r o o t e d i n 
t h e i r m i n d s . W e h a v e o v e r t h r o w n t h e i r r u l e a n d c o n f i s c a t e d 
t h e i r p r o p e r t y , b u t t h i s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t w e h a v e r i d t h e i r 
m i n d s o f r e a c t i o n a r y i d e a s a s w e l l . D u r i n g t h e t h o u s a n d s o f 
y e a r s o f t h e i r r u l e o v e r t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e , t h e e x p l o i t i n g 
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classes monopolized the cu l tu re created by t h e work ing peo
ple and in t u r n used it to deceive, fool and b e n u m b t h e w o r k 
ing people in order to consolidate the i r -reactionary s ta te 
power. For thousands of years , thei rs was t h e d o m i n a n t 
ideology which inevi tably exe r t ed widespread inf luence in 
society. Not reconciled to t h e ove r th row of the i r reac t ionary 
rule, they invariably t ry to m a k e use of th is inf luence of 
thei rs surviving from the past to shape publ ic opinion in p r e p 
arat ion for t he political and economic res tora t ion of cap i ta l 
ism. The u n i n t e r r u p t e d s t ruggle on t h e ideological and cul
tu ra l front in t he 16 years from l iberat ion u p to t he c u r r e n t 
exposure of the black an t i -Pa r ty and anti-social is t line of the 
"Three-Fami ly Villages", big and small, has been a s t rugg le 
be tween the forces a t t empt ing res torat ion and t h e forces op
posing restorat ion. 

In order to seize s ta te power, the bourgeoisie dur ing t h e 
period of the bourgeois revolut ion l ikewise s tar ted w i th 
ideological p repara t ions by launching the bourgeois cu l tu ra l 
revolution. Even the bourgeois revolut ion, which replaced 
one exploit ing class by another , had to undergo repeated r e 
versals and witness m a n y s t ruggles — revolut ion, t hen res to ra 
tion and then the ove r th row of res torat ion. I t took m a n y 
European countr ies hund reds of years to comple te the i r 
bourgeois revolut ions from the s tar t of t he ideological p r e p 
arat ions to t he final conquest of s ta te power . S ince t h e p ro 
letar ian revolut ion is a revolut ion a imed a t comple te ly ending 
all systems of exploitat ion, it is still less permiss ib le to 
imagine tha t t he exploi t ing classes will meekly a l low the p ro
letar iat to depr ive t h e m of all the i r pr ivi leges wi thou t seek
ing to res tore thei r rule . T h e surv iv ing m e m b e r s of these 
classes who a re unreconci led will inevi tably, as Lenin put it, 
t h row themselves w i th a tenfold furious passion in to t h e ba t 
t le for the recovery of their lost paradise . T h e fact t h a t the 
Khrushchov revisionist cl ique has u su rped t h e leadersh ip of 
t he Par ty , a rmy and s ta te in the Soviet Union is an ex t r eme ly 
serious lesson for the prole tar ia t t h roughou t the world. At 
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p r e s e n t t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , t h e b o u r g e o i s 
" s c h o l a r s " a n d " a u t h o r i t i e s " i n C h i n a a r e d r e a m i n g p r e c i s e l y 
o f r e s t o r i n g c a p i t a l i s m . T h o u g h t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r u l e h a s b e e n 
t o p p l e d , t h e y a r e s t i l l d e s p e r a t e l y t r y i n g t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r 
a c a d e m i c " a u t h o r i t y " , m o u l d p u b l i c o p i n i o n f o r a c o m e - b a c k 
a n d w i n o v e r t h e m a s s e s , t h e y o u t h a n d t h e g e n e r a t i o n s y e t 
u n b o r n f r o m u s . 

T h e a n t i - f e u d a l c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n w a g e d b y t h e b o u r 
g e o i s i e e n d e d a s s o o n a s i t h a d s e i z e d p o w e r . T h e p r o l e t a r i a n 
c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , h o w e v e r , i s a c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n a g a i n s t 
t h e i d e o l o g y o f £ill e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s . T h i s c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n 
i s e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t i n n a t u r e f r o m t h e b o u r g e o i s c u l t u r a l r e v 
o l u t i o n . I t i s o n l y a f t e r t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c 
a n d c u l t u r a l p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o l l o w i n g t h e c a p t u r e o f s t a t e p o w e r 
b y t h e p r o l e t a r i a t t h a t t h e b r o a d e s t r o a d i s o p e n e d u p f o r t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . 

T h e p r o l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n i s a i m e d n o t o n l y a t 
d e m o l i s h i n g a l l t h e o l d i d e o l o g y a n d c u l t u r e a n d a l l t h e o l d 
c u s t o m s a n d h a b i t s , w h i c h , f o s t e r e d b y t h e e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s , 
h a v e p o i s o n e d t h e m i n d s o f t h e p e o p l e f o r t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s , 
b u t a l s o a t c r e a t i n g a n d f o s t e r i n g a m o n g t h e m a s s e s a n 
e n t i r e l y n e w i d e o l o g y a n d c u l t u r e a n d e n t i r e l y n e w c u s t o m s 
a n d h a b i t s — t h o s e o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . T h i s g r e a t t a s k o f 
t r a n s f o r m i n g c u s t o m s a n d h a b i t s i s w i t h o u t a n y p r e c e d e n t i n 
h u m a n h i s t o r y . A s f o r a l l t h e h e r i t a g e , c u s t o m s a n d h a b i t s 
o f t h e f e u d a l a n d b o u r g e o i s c l a s s e s , t h e p r o l e t a r i a n w o r l d 
o u t l o o k m u s t b e u s e d t o s u b j e c t t h e m t o t h o r o u g h g o i n g c r i t i 
c i s m . I t t a k e s t i m e t o c l e a r a w a y t h e e v i l h a b i t s o f t h e o l d s o 
c i e t y f r o m a m o n g t h e p e o p l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , o u r e x p e r i e n c e 
s i n c e l i b e r a t i o n p r o v e s t h a t t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f c u s t o m s a n d 
h a b i t s c a n b e a c c e l e r a t e d i f t h e m a s s e s a r e f u l l y m o b i l i z e d , t h e 
m a s s l i n e i s i m p l e m e n t e d a n d t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i s m a d e i n t o 
a g e n u i n e m a s s m o v e m e n t . 

A s t h e b o u r g e o i s c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n s e r v e d o n l y a s m a l l 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e , i.e., t h e n e w e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s , o n l y a s m a l l 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e c o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e i n i t . T h e p r o l e t a r i a n 
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cultural revolution, however, serves the broad masses of the 
working people and is in the interests of the working people 
who constitute the overwhelming majority of the population. 
It is therefore able to attract and unite the broad masses of 
the working people to take part in it. The bourgeois indi
viduals who carried out the enlightenment invariably looked 
down upon the masses, treated them as a mob and considered 
themselves as the predestined masters of the people. In sharp 
contrast, proletarian ideological revolutionaries serve the 
people heart and soul with the object of awakening them, and 
work for the interests of the broadest masses. 

The bourgeoisie, with its base selfishness, is unable to sup
press its hatred for the masses. Marx said: 

The peculiar nature of the material it [political economy] 
deals with, summons as foes into the field of battle the most 
violent, mean and malignant passions of the human breast, 
the furies of private interest. 

This also holds for the bourgeoisie when it has been over
thrown. 

The scale and momentum of the great proletarian cultural 
revolution now being carried on in China have no parallel in 
history, and the tremendous drive and momentum and bound
less wisdom of the working people manifested in the move
ment far exceed the imagination of the lords of the bour
geoisie. Facts have eloquently proved that Mao Tse-tung's 
thought becomes a moral atom bomb of colossal power once 
it takes hold of the masses. The current great cultural revolu
tion is immensely advancing the socialist cause of the Chinese 
people and undoubtedly exerting an incalculable, far-reaching 
influence upon the present and future of the world. 

The stormy cultural revolution now under way in our coun
try has thrown the ifhperialists, the modern revisionists and 
the reactionaries of all countries into confusion and panic. At 
one moment, they indulge in wishful thinking saying that our 
great cultural revolution has shov/n that there are hopes of 
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" a p e a c e f u l e v o l u t i o n " o n t h e p a r t o f C h i n a ' s y o i i n g e r g e n e r a 
t i o n . A m o m e n t l a t e r , t h e y b e c o m e p e s s i m i s t i c , s a y i n g t h a t 
a l l t h i s h a s s h o w n t h a t C o m m u n i s t r u l e r e m a i n s v e r y s t a b l e . 
T h e n a g a i n , t h e y s e e m t o b e f e a r f u l l y p u z z l e d , s a y i n g t h a t i t 
w i l l n e v e r b e p o s s i b l e t o f i n d g e n u i n e " C h i n a h a n d s " w h o c a n 
p r o m p t l y p a s s a c c u r a t e j u d g e m e n t o n w h a t i s t a k i n g p l a c e i n 
C h i n a . D e a r s i r s , y o u r w i s h f u l t h i n k i n g i n v a r i a b l y r u n s 
c o u n t e r t o t h e m a r c h o f h i s t o r y . T h e t r i u m p h a n t p r o g r e s s o f 
t h i s g r e a t a n d u n p a r a l l e l e d c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e p r o l e 
t a r i a t i s a l r e a d y s o u n d i n g t h e d e a t h k n e l l n o t o n l y o f t h e r e m 
n a n t c a p i t a l i s t f o r c e s o n C h i n e s e s o i l , b u t o f i m p e r i a l i s m , 
m o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s m a n d a l l r e a c t i o n . Y o u r d a y s a r e n u m b e r e d . 

I l l u m i n a t e d b y t h e g r e a t M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t , l e t u s 
c a r r y t h e p r o l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n t h r o u g h t o t h e e n d . 
I t s v i c t o r y w i l l c e r t a i n l y f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p 
o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t i n o u r c o u n t r y , g u a r a n t e e t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f 
t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n o n a l l f r o n t s a n d e n s u r e o u r s u c c e s s f u l 
t r a n s i t i o n f r o m s o c i a l i s m t o t r i u m p h a n t c o m m u n i s m ! 



A G R E A T R E V O L U T I O N T H A T T O U C H E S 
P E O P L E T O T H E I R V E R Y SOULS 

— E d i t o r i a l o f t h e People's Daily o f J u n e z, 1 9 6 6 — 

C h i n a t o d a y i s i n a n e w e r a o f g r e a t c h a n g e a f t e r t h e s e i z u r e 
o f p o l i t i c a l p o w e r b y t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d i s i n a n e w s i t u a t i o n 
i n w h i c h t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n b e c o m e s d e e p e r e v e r y d a y . 
I t f i n d s i t s e l f i n t h e s t r o n g c u r r e n t o f a g r e a t s o c i a l i s t c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h t o u c h e s p e o p l e t o t h e i r v e r y s o u l s . 

T h e g r a d u a l d e e p e n i n g o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n a n d o f t h e 
s o c i a l i s t e d u c a t i o n m o v e m e n t i n e v i t a b l y b r i n g s t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n t o t h e f o r e . W h e t h e r o r 
n o t y o u a r e g e n u i n e l y i n f a v o u r o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n o r 
w h e t h e r y o u a r e e v e n a g a i n s t t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n i s b o u n d 
t o m a n i f e s t i t s e l f i n y o u r a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e p r o l e t a r i a n c u l 
t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . T h i s i s a q u e s t i o n t h a t t o u c h e s p e o p l e ' s s o u l s , 
i n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e i r w o r l d o u t l o o k , a q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a n o r t h e b o u r g e o i s w o r l d o u t l o o k d o m i n a t e s p e o 
p l e ' s m i n d s . I t i s a s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e t w o a n t a g o n i s t i c 
w o r l d o u t l o o k s . 

L i k e t w o a r m i e s f a c i n g e a c h o t h e r i n b a t t l e , t h e t w o a n t a g 
o n i s t i c w o r l d o u t l o o k s , t h a t i s , t h e a n t a g o n i s t i c w o r l d o u t 
l o o k s o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , a r e l o c k e d i n a 
s t r u g g l e w h i c h i n v a r i a b l y r e s u l t s i n o n e v a n q u i s h i n g t h e o t h e r . 
E i t h e r y o u c r u s h m e , o r I c r u s h y o u . E i t h e r t h e E a s t W i n d 
p r e v a i l s o v e r t h e W e s t W i n d , o r t h e W e s t W i n d p r e v a i l s o v e r 
t h e E a s t W i n d . T h e r e i s n o m i d d l e r o a d . 

T h e P a r t y a n d C h a i r m a n M a o t e a c h u s t o a r m o u r s e l v e s 
w i t h t h e p r o l e t a r i a n w o r l d o u t l o o k t o c h a n g e o u r s u b j e c t i v e 
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world while changing the objective world. But the represen
tatives of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois "scholars and 
authorities" insist on dragging us into the quagmire of the bour
geois world outlook and subverting socialism. Confronted by 
our sworn enemies, we must rally under the great banner of 
Mao Tse-tung's thought and wage resolute and relentless 
struggles against the anti-Party and anti-socialist bourgeois 
representatives and "scholars and authorities". Only by waging 
a resolute struggle against them and dissipating the evil bour^ 
geois winds can people free themselves from the influence of 
bourgeois ideology, traditions and force of habit, pass the great 
test of socialist revolution and march forward in giant strides 
along the broad road of socialist revolution. 

It is erroneous, contrary to Marxism-Leninism and at 
variance with dialectics to say that there are no contradictions 
in socialist society. How can there be no contradictions? 
There will still be contradictions after 1,000 or 10,000 or even 
100 million years. Contradictions will exist in the universe 
even after the destruction of the earth and the extinction of 
the sun. All things are in a flux of contradiction, struggle and 
change. This is the Marxist-Leninist outlook. The essence 
of Marxism is critical and revolutionary. Its basic spirit is 
criticism, struggle and revolution. This alone can constantly 
propel our socialist cause forward. Chairman Mao often quotes 
the saying, "the tree may prefer calm, but the wind will not 
subside", to tell us that class struggle is an objective fact and 
is independent of man's will. The bourgeoisie is daily trying 
to influence us and corrupt us. The current struggle has been 
provoked entirely by the representatives of the bourgeoisie. 
Moreover, they have been preparing and waging it for many 
years. We cannot avoid it even if we want to. Struggle is life. 
If you don't struggle against him, he will struggle against you. 
If you don't hit him, he will hit you. If you don't wipe him out, 
he will wipe you out. This is a life-and-death class struggle. 
It is dangerous to lose vigilance in such a struggle. 
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C h a i r m a n M a o s a y s : 
. . . w h i l e w e r e c o g n i z e t h a t i n t h e g e n e r a l d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f h i s t o r y t h e m a t e r i a l d e t e r m i n e s t h e m e n t a l a n d s o c i a l 
b e i n g d e t e r m i n e s s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s , w e a l s o — a n d i n 
d e e d m u s t — r e c o g n i z e t h e r e a c t i o n o f m e n t a l o n m a t e r i a l 
t h i n g s , o f s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s o n s o c i a l b e i n g a n d o f t h e 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e o n t h e e c o n o m i c base . 
B o u r g e o i s i d e o l o g y i s s t i l l v e r y p o w e r f u l a n d e x e r t s a n i m 

m e n s e i n f l u e n c e i n o u r c o u n t r y . T h e q u e s t i o n o f w h o w i l l 
w i n o u t i n t h e i d e o l o g i c a l s p h e r e , t h e p r o l e t a r i a t o r t h e b o u r 
g e o i s i e , h a s n o t y e t b e e n s e t t l e d . 

W e m u s t h a v e a f i r m g r i p o n i d e o l o g y a n d t h e s u p e r s t r u c 
t u r e , t h e o r e t i c a l a n d a c a d e m i c w o r k , l i t e r a t u r e a n d a r t , e tc . , 
so as t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i d e o l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n s o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d c o n s o l i d a t e 
t h e e c o n o m i c base o f s o c i a l i s m . 

T h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e o v e r t h r o w n b o u r g e o i s i e a r e s t i l l 
t r y i n g t o t i g h t e n t h e i r g r i p o n i d e o l o g y a n d t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e , 
t h e o r e t i c a l a n d a c a d e m i c w o r k , l i t e r a t u r e a n d a r t , e t c . O n 
t h e c u l t u r a l f r o n t , t h e y h a v e w o r k e d h a r d t o l e t e m p e r o r s a n d 
k i n g s , g e n e r a l s a n d p r i m e m i n i s t e r s , s c h o l a r s a n d b e a u t i e s , 
f o r e i g n i d o l s a n d d e a d m e n d o m i n a t e t h e s t a g e a n d h a v e 
c a r r i e d o n a n t i - P a r t y a n d a n t i - s o c i a l i s t p r o p a g a n d a w i t h a 
v i e w t o m o u l d i n g p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e r e s t o r a 
t i o n o f c a p i t a l i s m . 

W e m u s t n e v e r r e g a r d o u r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e m as m e r e 
p o l e m i c s o n p a p e r w h i c h d o n o t a f f e c t t h e g e n e r a l s i t u a t i o n . 
I t w a s a n u m b e r o f r e v i s i o n i s t l i t e r a r y m e n o f t h e P e t o f i C l u b 
w h o a c t e d as t h e s h o c k b r i g a d e i n t h e H u n g a r i a n e v e n t s . T l i e 
t u r b u l e n t w i n d p r e c e d e s t h e m o u n t a i n s t o r m . T h i s i s t h e 
p r e l u d e t o t h e v a i n a t t e m p t o f t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s a t a c o u n t e r 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e s t o r a t i o n . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e c u r r e n t s h a r p c lass s t r u g g l e w e a r e e n g a g e d 
i n o n t h e i d e o l o g i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l f r o n t i s a s t r u g g l e t o s h a t t e r 
a l l s c h e m e s f o r c a p i t a l i s t r e s t o r a t i o n i d e o l o g i c a l l y a n d t o d i g 
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o u t t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r o o t s o f r e v i s i o n i s m , a s t r u g g l e t o 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d d e f e n d M a o 
T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t . T h i s s t r u g g l e m u s t e n d i n v i c t o r y , a n d 
t h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t i t c a n a n d w i l l e n d i n v i c t o r y . 

W e s h o u l d a t t a c h g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e r o l e o f i d e o l o g y , 
o f p r o l e t a r i a n a n d s o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y , o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m a n d 
M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t . F o r u s C o m m u n i s t s , t o a t t a c h n o 
i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e r o l e o f i d e o l o g y w o u l d b e p h i l i s t i n e o r 
m e c h a n i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m . W e m u s t a r o u s e t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f 
t h e p e o p l e a n d b r o a d e n t h e i r h o r i z o n a b o u t t h e f u t u r e b y 
m e a n s o f t h e g r e a t t h o u g h t o f M a o T s e - t u n g a n d o u r g r e a t j u s t 
c a u s e , s o t h a t t h e y w i l l u n s w e r v i n g l y m a r c h a h e a d ! T h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e m u s t r i d t h e m s e l v e s o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a l l t h e 
t r a d i t i o n s a n d f o r c e s o f h a b i t o f t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s l e f t o v e r 
b y t h e e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s a n d t h e i n f l u e n c e o f i m p e r i a l i s m . 
O n c e f r e e d f r o m a l l t h e s e i n f l u e n c e s , t h e y w i l l g e n e r a t e a 
m i g h t y f o r c e a n d p l a y a p o w e r f u l r o l e . W e m u s t e n h a n c e o u r 
c o m m u n i s t c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d c o n s c i o u s l y f o s t e r c o m m u n i s t 
i d e o l o g y . W e m u s t n o t b e w a v e r e r s , w e m u s t b e t h o r o u g h 
g o i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . W e m u s t a l w a y s h o l d h i g h t h e g r e a t 
r e d b a n n e r o f M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t , s w e e p a w a y a l l m o n s t e r s 
a n d c a r r y t h e g r e a t p r o l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n t h r o u g h 
t o t h e e n d . 



M A O T S E - T U N G ' S T H O U G H T IS T H E 
T E L E S C O P E A N D M I C R O S C O P E O F 

O U R R E V O L U T I O N A R Y C A U S E 

— E d i t o r i a l of the L i b e r a t i o n A r m y D a i l y {Jiefangjun B a o ) 

of J u n e 7, 1966 — 

T h e c u r r e n t g r e a t s o c i a l i s t c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n i s a g r e a t 
r e v o l u t i o n t o s w e e p a w a y a l l m o n s t e r s a n d a g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n 
t h a t r e m o u l d s t h e i d e o l o g y o f p e o p l e a n d t o u c h e s t h e i r s o u l s . 
W h a t w e a p o n s h o u l d b e u s e d t o s w e e p a w a y a l l m o n s t e r s ? 
W h a t i d e o l o g y s h o u l d b e a p p l i e d t o a r m p e o p l e ' s m i n d s a n d 
r e m o u l d t h e i r s o u l s ? T h e m o s t p o w e r f u l i d e o l o g i c a l w e a p o n , 
t h e o n l y o n e , i s t h e g r e a t M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t . 

M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t i s o u r p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n , t h e h i g h 
e s t i n s t r u c t i o n f o r o u r a c t i o n s ; i t i s o u r i d e o l o g i c a l a n d p o l i t 
i c a l t e l e s c o p e a n d m i c r o s c o p e f o r o b s e r v i n g a n d a n a l y s i n g a l l 
t h i n g s . I n t h i s u n p r e c e d e n t e d g r e a t c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , w e 
s h o u l d u s e M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t t o o b s e r v e , a n a l y s e a n d 
t r a n s f o r m e v e r y t h i n g , a n d , i n a w o r d , p u t i t i n c o m m a n d o f 
e v e r y t h i n g . W e s h o u l d u s e M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t t o s t o r m 
t h e e n e m y ' s p o s i t i o n s a n d s e i z e v i c t o r y . 

C h a i r m a n M a o t e a c h e s u s : 

A f t e r t h e e n e m i e s w i t h g u n s h a v e b e e n w i p e d o u t , t h e r e 
w i l l s t i l l b e e n e m i e s w i t h o u t g u n s ; t h e y a r e b o u n d t o s t r u g 
g l e d e s p e r a t e l y a g a i n s t u s ; w e m u s t n e v e r r e g a r d t h e s e 
e n e m i e s l i g h t l y . 

O u r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e b l a c k a n t i - P a r t y , a n t i - s o c i a l i s t l i n e 
a n d g a n g s t e r s i s a m i g h t y , l i f e - a n d - d e a t h c l a s s s t r u g g l e . T h e 
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enemies without guns, are more hidden, cunning, sinister and 
vicious than the enemies with guns. The representatives of 
the bourgeoisie and all monsters, including the modern revi
sionists, often oppose the red flag by hoisting a red flag and 
oppose Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thought under 
the cloak of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thought 
when they attack the Party and socialism, because Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thought are becorning more 
popular day by day, our Party and Chairman Mao enjoy an 
incomparably high prestige and the dictatorship of the prole
tariat in our country is becoming more consolidated. These 
are the tactics that the revisionists always use in opposing 
Marxism-Leninism. This is a new characteristic of the class 
struggle under the conditions of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

The many facts exposed during the great cultural revolu
tion show us more clearly that the anti-Party and anti-socialist 
elements are all careerists, schemers and hypocrites of the ex
ploiting classes. They indulge in double-dealing. They feign 
compliance while acting in opposition. They appear to be men 
but are demons at heart. They speak human language to your 
face, but talk devil's language behind your back. They are 
wolves in sheep's clothing and man-eating tigers with smiling 
faces. They often use the phrases of Marxism-Leninism and 
Mao Tse-tung's thought as a cover while greatly publicizing 
diametrically opposed views behind the word "but" and 
smuggling in bourgeois and revisionist stuff. Enemies 
holding a false red banner are ten times more vicious than 
enemies holding a white banner. Wolves in sheep's clothing 
are ten times more sinister than ordinary wolves. Tigers with 
smiling faces are ten times more ferocious than tigers with 
their fangs bared and their claws sticking out. Sugar-coated 
bullets are ten times more destructive than real bullets. A 
fortress is most vulnerable when attacked from within. 
Enemies who have wormed their way into our ranks are far 
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m o r e d a n g e r o u s t h a n e n e m i e s o p e r a t i n g i n t h e o p e n . W e 
m u s t g i v e t h i s s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n a n d b e h i g h l y v i g i l a n t . 

I n s u c h a v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d a n d a c u t e c l a s s s t r u g g l e , h o w 
a r e w e t o d r a w a c l e a r - c u t l i n e b e t w e e n t h e e n e m y a n d o u r 
s e l v e s a n d m a i n t a i n a f i r m s t a n d ? H o w a r e w e t o d i s t i n g u i s h 
b e t w e e n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a n d c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , g e n u i n e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a n d s h a m r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , a n d M a r x i s m -
L e n i n i s m a n d r e v i s i o n i s m ? W e m u s t m a s t e r M a o T s e - t u n g ' s 
t h o u g h t , t h e p o w e r f u l i d e o l o g i c a l w e a p o n , a n d u s e i t a s a t e l e 
s c o p e a n d a m i c r o s c o p e t o o b s e r v e a l l m a t t e r s . W i t h t h e i n 
v i n c i b l e M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t , w i t h t h e s c i e n t i f i c w o r l d o u t 
l o o k a n d m e t h o d o l o g y o f d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m a n d h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m w h i c h h a v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d b y C h a i r m a n M a o , a n d 
w i t h t h e s h a r p w e a p o n o f C h a i r m a n M a o ' s t h e o r y o f c l a s s e s 
a n d c l a s s s t r u g g l e , w e h a v e t h e h i g h e s t c r i t e r i o n f o r j u d g i n g 
r i g h t a n d w r o n g . W e a r e a b l e t o p e n e t r a t e d e e p l y i n t o a l l 
t h i n g s a n d t o r e c o g n i z e t h e w h o l e t h r o u g h o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h e 
p a r t . W e c a n s e e t h e e s s e n c e b e h i n d o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e , a n d 
c l e a r a w a y t h e m i a s m a t o a c h i e v e p r o f o u n d i n s i g h t i n t o t h i n g s 
a n d t h u s m o n s t e r s o f a l l s o r t s w i l l b e u n a b l e t o h i d e t h e m 
s e l v e s . W e c a n s t a n d o n a n e m i n e n c e , b e c o m e f a r - s i g h t e d a n d 
v i e w t h e w h o l e s i t u a t i o n , t h e f u t u r e a n d t h e g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e 
a n d f a r - r e a c h i n g i n f l u e n c e o f t h e g r e a t s o c i a l i s t c u l t u r a l r e v 
o l u t i o n . W e c a n a d v a n c e w i t h o u t t h e s l i g h t e s t f e a r a n d s t a n d 
i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h e g r e a t s o c i a l i s t c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . 

C h a i r m a n M a o t e a c h e s u s , " T h e p r o l e t a r i a t s e e k s t o t r a n s 
f o r m t h e w o r l d a c c o r d i n g t o i t s o w n w o r l d o u t l o o k , s o d o e s 
t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . " I n t h e s h a r p c l a s h b e t w e e n t h e t w o w o r l d 
o u t l o o k s , e i t h e r y o u c r u s h m e , o r I c r u s h y o u . I t w i l l n o t d o 
t o s i t o n t h e f e n c e ; t h e r e i s n o m i d d l e r o a d . T h e o v e r t h r o w n 
b o u r g e o i s i e , i n t h e i r p l o t s f o r r e s t o r a t i o n a n d s u b v e r s i o n , a l 
w a y s g i v e f i r s t p l a c e t o i d e o l o g y , t a k e h o l d o f i d e o l o g y a n d t h e 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . T h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , b y 
u s i n g t h e i r p o s i t i o n a n d p o w e r , u s u r p e d a n d c o n t r o l l e d t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p o f a n u m b e r o f d e p a r t m e n t s , d i d a l l t h e y c o u l d t o 
s p r e a d b o u r g e o i s a n d r e v i s i o n i s t p o i s o n t h r o u g h t h e m e d i a o f 
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literature, the theatre, films, music, the arts, the press, period
icals, the radio, publications and academic research and 
schools, etc., in an attempt to corrupt people's minds and per
petrate "peaceful evolution" as ideological preparation and 
preparation of public opinion for capitalist restoration. If our 
proletarian ideology does not take over the position, then the 
bourgeois ideology will have free rein; it will gradually nibble 
away and chew you up bit by bit. Once proletarian ideology 
gives way, so will the superstructure and the economic base 
and this means the restoration of capitalism. Therefore, we 
must arm our minds with Mao Tse-tung's thought and estab
lish a firm proletarian world outlook. We must use the great 
Mao Tse-tung's thought to fight and completely destroy the 
bourgeois ideological and cultural positions. 

Mao Tse-tung's thought is the acme of Marxism-Leninism 
in the present era. It is living Marxism-Leninism at its high
est. It is the powerful, invincible weapon of the Chinese peo
ple, and it is also a powerful, invincible weapon of the revolu
tionary people the world over. Mao Tse-tung's thought has 
proved to be the invincible truth through the practice of China's 
democratic revolution, socialist revolution and socialist con
struction, and through the struggle in the international sphere 
against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys and against Khru-
shchov revisionism. Chairman Mao has, with the gifts of genius, 
creatively and comprehensively developed Marxism-Leninism. 
Basing himself on the fundamental theses of Marxism-
Leninism, Chairman Mao has sumhied up the experience of the 
practice of the Chinese revolution and the world revolution, 
and the painful lesson of the usurpation of the leadership of 
the Party and the state of the Soviet Union by the modern 
revisionist clique, systematically put forward the theory con
cerning classes, class contradictions and class struggle that 
exist in socialist society, greatly enriched and developed the 
Marxist-Leninist theory on the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
and put forward a series of wise policies aimed at opposing and 
preventing revisionism and the restoration of capitalism. All 
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this ensures that our country will always maintain its revolu
tionary spirit and never change its colour, and it is of extreme
ly great theoretical and practical significance to the revolu
tionary cause of the international proletariat. Every sentence 
by Chairman Mao is the truth, and carries more weight than 
ten thousand ordinary sentences. As the Chinese people master 
Mao Tse-tung's thought, China will be prosperous and ever-
victorious. Once the world's people master Mao Tse-tung's 
thought which is living Marxism-Leninism, they are sure to 
win their emancipation, bury imperialism, modern revisionism 
and all reactionaries lock, stock and barrel, and realize com
munism throughout the world step by step. 

The most fundamental task in the great socialist cultural 
revolution in our country is to eliminate thoroughly the old 
ideology and culture, the old customs and habits which were 
fostered by all the exploiting classes for thousands of years to 
poison the minds of the people, and to create and form an en
tirely new, proletarian ideology and culture, new customs and 
habits among the masses of the people. This is to creatively 
study and apply Mao Tse-tung's thought in tempestuous class 
struggle, popularize it and let it become closely integrated with 
the masses of workers, peasants and soldiers. Once the masses 
grasp it, Mao Tse-tung's thought will be transformed into a 
mighty material force. Facts show that those armed with 
Mao Tse-tung's thought are the bravest, wisest, most united, 
most steadfast in class stand and have the sharpest sight. In 
this great, stormy cultural revolution, the masses of workers, 
peasants and soldiers are playing the role of the main force — 
this is the result of their efforts in creatively studying and 
applying Mao Tse-tung's thought and arming their ideology 
with it. This is another eloquent proof of the fact that when 
the masses of workers, peasants and soldiers master the politi
cal telescope and microscope of Mao Tse-tung's thought, they 
are invincible and ever-triumphant. None of the monsters can 
escape their sharp sight, no matter what the tricks used or what 
the clever camouflage employed, "36 stratagems" or "72 meta
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morphoses". Not a single boui'geois stronghold can escape 
thorough destruction. 

The attitude towards Mao Tse-tung's thought, whether to 
accept it or resist it, to support it or oppose it, to love it warm
ly or be hostile to it, this is the touchstone to test and the 
watershed between true revolution and sham revolution, be
tween revolution and counter-revolution, between Marxism-
Leninism and revisionism. He who wants to make revolution 
must accept Mao Tse-tung's thought and act in accordance 
with it. A counter-revolutionary will inevitably disparage, 
distort, resist, attack and oppose Mao Tse-tung's thought. The 
"authorities" of the bourgeoisie and all monsters, including 
the modern revisionists, use every means to slander Mao 
Tse-tung's thought, and they are extremely hostile to the crea
tive study and application of Mao Tse-tung's works by the 
masses of workers, peasants and soldiers. They wildly attack 
the creative study and application of Mao Tse-tung's works 
by workers, peasants and soldiers as "philistinism", "over
simplification" and "pragmatism". The only explanation is 
that this flows from their exploiting class instinct. They fear 
Mao Tse-tung's thought, the revolutionary truth of the prole
tariat, and particularly the integration of Mao Tse-tung's 
thought with the worker, peasant and soldier masses. Once 
the workers, peasants and soldiers master the sharp weapon 
of Mao Tse-tung's thought, all monsters have no ground left 
to stand on. All their intrigues and plots will be thoroughly 
exposed, their ugly features will be brought into the broad 
light of day and their dream to restore capitalism will be 
utterly shattered. 

The class enemy won't fall down if you don't hit him. He 
still tries to rise to his feet after he has fallen. When one black 
line is eliminated, another appears. When one gang of repre
sentatives of the bourgeoisie has been laid low, a new one 
takes the stage. We must follow the instructions of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China and never forget 
the class struggle, never forget the dictatorship of the pro-
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l e t a r i a t , n e v e r f o r g e t t o g i v e p r o m i n e n c e t o p o l i t i c s , n e v e r 
f o r g e t t o h o l d a l o f t t h e g r e a t r e d b a n n e r o f M a o T s e - t u n g ' s 
t h o u g h t . W e m u s t f i r m l y g i v e p r o m i n e n c e t o p o l i t i c s . W e 
m u s t c r e a t i v e l y s t u d y a n d a p p l y s t i l l b e t t e r C h a i r m a n M a o 
T s e - t u n g ' s w o r k s , p u t t i n g s t r e s s o n t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f a p p l i c a 
t i o n . W e m u s t c o n s i d e r C h a i r m a n M a o ' s w o r k s t h e s u p r e m e 
d i r e c t i v e f o r a l l o u r w o r k . W e m u s t m a s t e r M a o T s e - t u n g ' s 
t h o u g h t a n d p a s s i t o n f r o m g e n e r a t i o n t o g e n e r a t i o n . T h i s 
i s d i c t a t e d b y t h e n e e d s o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n , t h e s i t u a t i o n , t h e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e e n e m y , t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s t o s m a s h a g g r e s 
s i v e w a r b y U . S . i m p e r i a l i s m , o f o p p o s i n g a n d p r e v e n t i n g 
r e v i s i o n i s m , p r e v e n t i n g t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f c a p i t a l i s m , o f b u i l d 
i n g s o c i a l i s m w i t h g r e a t e r , f a s t e r , b e t t e r a n d m o r e e c o n o m i c a l 
r e s u l t s a n d o f e n s u r i n g t h e g r a d u a l t r a n s i t i o n f r o m s o c i a l i s m 
t o c o m m u n i s m i n C h i n a . C h a i r m a n M a o i s t h e r a d i a n t s u n 
l i g h t i n g o u r m i n d s . M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t i s o u r l i f e l i n e . 
T h o s e w h o o p p o s e M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t , n o m a t t e r w h e n 
t h e y d o s o a n d w h a t k i n d o f " a u t h o r i t i e s " t h e y a r e , w i l l b e 
d e n o u n c e d b y t h e e n t i r e P a r t y a n d t h e w h o l e n a t i o n . 



WE ARE CRITICS OF T H E OLD WORLD 

— E d i t o r i a l o f t h e People's Daily o f J u n e 8 , 1 9 6 6 — 

T h e r a p i d a n d v i g o r o u s d e v e l o p m e n t o f C h i n a ' s g r e a t p r o 
l e t a r i a n c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n i s s h a k i n g t h e w o r l d . 

S o m e p e o p l e s a y , " T h e 7 0 0 m i l l i o n C h i n e s e a r e a l l c r i t i c s . " 
I r r e s p e c t i v e o f w h o s a y s t h i s , a n d w h e t h e r i t m a k e s t h e m 

h a p p y o r u n h a p p y , t h i s s a y i n g r e f l e c t s t h e f a c t t h a t C h i n a ' s 
b r o a d m a s s e s o f w o r k e r s , p e a s a n t s a n d s o l d i e r s a n d r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y c a d r e s a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n t e l l e c t u a l s , u s i n g a s t h e i r 
w e a p o n t h e t h o u g h t o f M a o T s e - t u n g , h a v e s t a r t e d t o c r i t i c i z e 
t h e o l d w o r l d , o l d t h i n g s a n d o l d t h i n k i n g o n a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
s c a l e . 

W e c r i t i c i z e t h e s y s t e m o f e x p l o i t a t i o n , t h e e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s , 
i m p e r i a l i s m , m o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s m , a l l r e a c t i o n a r i e s , l a n d l o r d s , 
r i c h p e a s a n t s , c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , b a d e l e m e n t s a n d 
R i g h t i s t s . 

W e c r i t i c i z e t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e a n d b o u r 
g e o i s " s c h o l a r s a n d a u t h o r i t i e s " . 

W e c r i t i c i z e t h e b o u r g e o i s c o n c e p t i o n o f h i s t o r y , b o u r g e o i s 
a c a d e m i c t h e o r i e s , p e d a g o g y , j o u r n a l i s m , a n d t h e o r i e s o f a r t 
a n d l i t e r a t u r e , a n d a l l b a d p l a y s , f i l m s a n d w o r k s o f l i t e r a t u r e 
a n d a r t . 

I n s u m , w e c r i t i c i z e t h e o l d w o r l d , t h e o l d i d e o l o g y a n d 
c u l t u r e , a n d o l d c u s t o m s a n d h a b i t s w h i c h i m p e r i a l i s m a n d 
a l l e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s u s e t o p o i s o n t h e m i n d s o f t h e w o r k i n g 
p e o p l e , w e c r i t i c i z e a l l n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n i d e o l o g y , a l l r e a c t i o n 
a r y i d e o l o g y w h i c h i s a n t a g o n i s t i c t o M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , t o 
M a o T s e - t u n g ' s t h o u g h t . 

W h y s h o u l d w e c r i t i c i z e a l l t h i s ? 
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We do this because it is absolutely necessary for the con
solidation of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the build
ing of socialism and communism, and it corresponds to the 
laws of historical development. Lenin held that after the 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, for a long period its strength sur
passes that of the proletariat, and that, particularly in the field 
of ideology, for a long time it still remains predominant and 
very stubborn. And it uses this in every way to make ideo
logical preparations and get public opinion ready for the res
toration of capitalism. This is fully illustrated by the sharp 
and protracted struggles on the ideological and cultural front 
between the two classes and two roads in the 17 years since 
the liberation of China, and especially by the struggle between 
the bourgeoisie plotting a restoration and the proletariat op
posing a restoration, a struggle which of late has come to the 
fore. 

Chairman Mao told us long ago that everything reactionary 
is the same: if you don't hit it, it won't fall. This is also like 
sweeping the floor; as a rule, where the broom does not reach, 
the dust does not vanish of itself. This applies to everything 
in the world. We want to build the new world so we must 
destroy the old; we want to create the new ideology and cul
ture of socialism and communism so we must subject the old 
bourgeois ideology and culture, and the influence they exert, 
to thoroughgoing criticism and clear them out. 

The essence of Marxism-Leninism is critical and revolution
ary. Its essentials are to criticize, to wage struggle and make 
revolution. What we practise is the militant philosophy of 
dialectical materialism. Struggle is life. As we go forward 
along the correct path of struggle, our fighting power will 
grow and we will be better able to advance our great cause. 

Chairman Mao has often emphasized that "there is no con
struction without destruction, no flowing without damming 
and no moving forward without a holding back". Destruction 
here means criticism, means revolution. Destruction neces
sarily calls for reasoning, and reasoning is construction; de-
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struction comes first, and in the course of it there is construc
tion. The formation and development of Marxism-Leninism 
and Mao Tse-tung's thought have taken place in the incessant 
struggle to destroy the ideological system of the bourgeoisie. 
Chairman Mao says: 

What is correct always develops in the course of struggle 
with what is wrong. The true, the good and the beautiful 
always exist in comparison with the false, the evil and the 
ugly, and grow in struggle with the latter. 
Who is to be counted on in making criticism? We must count 

on the broadest masses of the people, on the workers, peasants 
and soldiers, the revolutionary cadres and the revolutionary 
intellectuals. During the revolutionary war, the masses of 
people used arms to criticize the old world and seize power; 
since victory, they have been using criticism as their weapon 
against all the evils left over by imperialism and the landlord 
and bourgeois classes. Only when all the 700 million people 
take up Mao Tse-tung's thought, the sharpest of all weapons, 
to make criticism can there be a clean-up on the broadest scale 
of the dust left hidden by the bourgeoisie in every corner and 
a thorough uprooting to the greatest depth of the ideology of 
the exploiting classes which have been in a monopolistic and 
dominant position for the past thousands of years. Only when 
the broadest masses master the proletarian world outlook and 
criticize the bourgeois world outlook, master Marxism-Lenin-
ism, Mao Tse-tung's thought, and criticize revisionist ideas, 
will there be the guarantee of China's socialist revolution 
being carried through to the end and of its step-by-step transi
tion from socialism to communism. 

The fact that "700 million people are critics" is stu
pendous, it is an epoch-making event. This in itself shows 
that the thinking of our 700 million people has been emanci
pated, that they have risen to full height and that they are no 
longer slaves of the old culture and old ideas of imperialism 
and the exploiting classes. It is not at all accidental that our 
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700 million people have become critics. It is something new 
that has arisen in the conditions of the dictatorship of the pro
letariat. It is something new, bom of the brilliance of Mao 
Tse-tung's thought. It is a new phenomenon, an inevitable 
product of the integration of Mao Tse-tung's thought with the 
broad masses of workers, peasants and soldiers. It represents 
the great awakening of the Chinese people. 

The birth and deepening of any great revolutionary move
ment is inevitably preceded by a gigantic struggle in the 
ideological field and heralded by a great ideological revolution. 
In the history of the proletarian revolution, every major po
lemics has been the prelude to and signal for a revolutionary 
leap forward. In China, each of the many major polemics in 
the ideological field in the 17 years since liberation has blazed 
the trail for the locomotive of revolution. The great cultural 
revolution now under way, on a scale never known before, 
necessarily foreshadows a development of the socialist revolu
tion by leaps and bounds and a new big leap forward in China's 
socialist construction. 

Once the people have risen, the enemy falls. In China, the 
broad masses of workers, peasants and soldiers, the revolution
ary cadres and revolutionary intellectuals have risen, and the 
representatives of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois "scholars 
and authorities" will fall. In the movement of criticism that 
is developing on an unprecedentedly wide scale in the tremen
dous cultural revolution, a great new era is now emerging on 
the horizon, an era in which the whole of the 700 million Chi
nese people are people of wisdom. 

Let us welcome this great new era with open arms. 
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