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PREFACE

Volume 44 contains letters, telegrams, notes and other
documents written or dictated in the period from October
1917 to November 1920; it supplements the works by Lenin
included in volumes 26-31 of this edition.

The documents relating to this period demonstrate
Lenin’s many-sided activity in building up the new, Soviet
machinery of state and ensuring its smooth running, guid-
ing economic and cultural development, and organising
the defence of the country.

In these documents Lenin gives directives for defeating
counter-revolutionary revolts, ensuring revolutionary order,
and defending the world’s first proletarian dictatorship.
They show Lenin as the organiser and inspirer of the vic-
tories over the interventionists and whiteguards. Lenin’s
instruction to the Red Guard Staff, his letters to the Petro-
grad Committee of the R.S.D.L.P.(B.), to the Supreme
Military Council, to the People’s Commissariat for
Naval Affairs, to G. V. Chicherin and M. M. Litvinov, to
E. M. Sklyansky, the telegrams to the Revolutionary Military
Councils of the Eastern and Southern fronts, to the army com-
manders, to S. I. Gusev, I. T. Smilga, M. M. Lashevich and
G. Y. Sokolnikov, and many other documents, are exam-
ples of Lenin’s activity in leading the struggle against
foreign and domestic counter-revolution and guiding the
military activities on the fronts of the Civil War.

Volume 44 publishes a letter of Lenin’s to the Central
Committee of the R.C.P.(B.) dated June 17, 1919, which,
like a number of other documents, shows that he regarded
the Central Committee of the Party as the body for collec-
tive leadership of the country’s defence. Lenin set aside
Trotsky’s objections to the Central Committee’s decision to
strengthen the General Headquarters, and wrote that this de-
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cision contained “what Trotsky overlooked, namely, that the
majority of the C.C. is convinced that ... all is not well at
Headquarters, and in seeking a serious improvement, in
seeking ways for a radical change it has taken a definite
step” (p. 255 of this volume).

In response to Lenin’s call, many of the country’s in-
dustrial cities sent their best Communists and non-Party
workers to the decisive fronts of the Civil War. Lenin
constantly followed the progress of mobilisation and the
training of reserves for the Red Army. In a letter to the
Revolutionary Military Council of the Southern Front re-
commending a group of Ivanovo-Voznesensk Communists
Lenin requested that they should be allocated correctly and
carefully. “I particularly ask to be informed of the receipt
of this letter,” he wrote, “and of where and how the com-
rades are assigned” (p. 302).

Situated as it was in a hostile capitalist encirclement,
the Soviet Republic experienced extreme difficulties. The
documents in this volume contain much material on Lenin’s
leadership of the foreign policy of the Soviet state and
show his exceptional perspicacity and profound understand-
ing of the alignment of forces in the international arena.
It was only thanks to the tremendous efforts of Lenin, in a
stubborn struggle of the Party against Trotsky and the opposi-
tional group of “Left Communists” that the peace treaty with
Germany was signed at Brest-Litovsk on March 3, 1918.
Its conclusion was a striking example of the wisdom and
flexibility of Lenin’s tactics, and his ability to frame the
solely correct policy in an extremely complicated situation.
The signing of the Brest peace and the struggle against
the “Left Communists™ are dealt with in the letter to Major-
General S. I. Odintsov on November 15 (28), 1917, the
note to Karl Radek on January 14 (27), 1918, the radio-
telegram to the peace delegation on February 25, 1918,
the telegram to Irkutsk on February 27, 1918, and other
documents.

The Soviet Government headed by Lenin consistently
pursued a policy of peace advocated peaceful coexistence
of states with different social systems. When the imperial-
ists of the Entente began their anti-Soviet armed interven-
tion, the Soviet state repeatedly addressed proposals for
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peace to the governments of the United States, Great Britain
and France. In the letter to G. V. Chicherin and L. M. Ka-
rakhan on October 10, 1918, Lenin wrote: “Regarding the
Note to Wilson, I think it should be sent. Write it in detail,
politely, but caustically, saying: in any case we con-
sider it our duty to propose peace—even to governments of
capitalists and multimillionaires—in order to try to stop the
bloodshed and to open the eyes of the peoples” (p. 152).
The Soviet Government’s readiness to enter into peace
negotiations with the leaders of the Entente Powers is
also stressed in Lenin’s letter of May 6, 1919, to Chicherin
and Litvinov. Letters to Krasin, Litvinov, Chicherin,
and others are devoted to the establishment of trade
and economic relations with the capitalist countries.
Among them are letters on the negotiations with W. B. Van-
derlip, a representative of American business circles (see
pp. 423, 442). In one of the letters, Lenin wrote: “trade
agreements with the Soviet Republics are more advan-
tageous to the British bourgeoisie than unprofitable and
even ruinous attempts to crush them” (pp. 404-05).

Published in this volume is a considerable number of
documents showing Lenin’s activity in the most diverse fields
of the socialist economy: putting the work of nationalised
enterprises on a proper footing, organising financial affairs,
the utilisation of the co-operative movement for supplylng
the population, the development of agriculture, the organi-
sation of communes and artels.

The volume contains Lenin’s letters elaborating and
clarifying the basic principles of the single economic plan
endorsed by the Ninth Congress of the R.C.P.(B.). A num-
ber of letters are devoted to propaganda for the electrifi-
cation of the country. Lenin was interested in the coal
deposits of Bryansk District, the oil of Ukhta, Berchogur
and Cheleken, the exploitation of shales, the use of peat
as a basis for electrification. He attached very great signifi-
cance to the development of engineering, to the speediest
introduction of up-to-date achievements in the national
economy, to making wide use of scientists and experts.
There are documents showing Lenin’s interest in the
Nizhni-Novgorod Radio Laboratory, which was in fact one
of the first scientific research institutes. In the note to N. P.
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Gorbunov on October 21, 1918, Lenin wrote: “I earnestly
request you to speed up as much as possible the Science
and Technology Department’s findings in regard to the
Radio Laboratory. It is extremely urgent. Drop me a line
when its findings are ready” (p. 156). The telegram
to the Porokhovo District Soviet on July 2, 1919, the letters
to N. A. Semashko on May 3, 1920, and to A. I. Rykov and
I. I. Radchenko on October 28, 1920, and other letters, are
indicative of Lenin’s attitude to inventions and inventors.

Lenin pointed out that scientists must play a leading
part in applying scientific knowledge to the national econo-
my and making use of scientific achievements. The present
volume publishes Lenin’s letter to Gorky of September 15,
1919, in which he said that the Soviet government
highly valued scientists who had resolved to devote their
knowledge and labour to the people. He wrote: “To the
‘intellectual forces’ who want to bring science to the people
(and not to act as servants of capital), we pay a salary
above the average. That is a fact. We take care of them.
That is a fact” (p. 285). At the same time he explained
to Gorky that the Soviet Government was compelled to
take severe measures against those who were involved in
counter-revolutionary conspiracies and revolts, which threat-
ened the lives of tens of thousands of workers and peasants.

Lenin repeatedly pointed to the need to put science and
ideology at the service of the new socialist order. He sharp-
ly criticised the views of the ideologists of Proletcult who
oppugned the leading role of the Soviet state and the Party
in cultural matters. Everything connected with raising the
cultural level of the working people claimed Lenin’s atten-
tion: the abolition of illiteracy, questions concerning litera-
ture, the quality of mass publications, the development of
libraries, radio broadcasting, the cinema, etc. One of the
main tasks of education during the first years of Soviet
rule was the liquidation of illiteracy. “... The struggle
against illiteracy is a task more important than any other,”
he wrote in August 1920 (p. 413).

Lenin attached great importance to propaganda and
agitation. On receiving a letter from a “group of students
interested in communism”, he wished them “most speedy
success in your study of communism, mastery of it, and
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commencement of practical work in the ranks of the Rus-
sian Communist Party” (pp. 147-48). Lenin devoted much
attention to the realisation of his plan for “monumental
propaganda”, for decorating the streets of Moscow and
Petrograd with revolutionary inscriptions on buildings and
with monuments to outstanding leaders of the revolutionary
movement and culture.

The Party and government exerted tremendous efforts to
rescue the country from the grip of economic chaos and
famine. In the letter to A. G. Shlyapnikov on May 28, 1918,
Lenin wrote: “The Central Committee has passed a decision
to direct the maximum number of Party workers to the
food front. For obviously we shall perish and ruin
the whole revolution if we do not conquer famine in the
next few months” (p. 95). The letter to the Commissariat
for Food and to the Food Department of the Supreme Eco-
nomic Council, the note to the secretary, the telegram to
Kharkov and Moscow, the letter to V. A. Antonov-Ovseyen-
ko and G. K. Orjonikidze, the telegram to S. V. Malyshev,
the telegram to the Revolutionary Military Councils of the
10th and 4th armies, the letter to the Agricultural Section
of the Food Department of the Moscow Soviet, and the
telegram to the Podolsk Uyezd Food Committee reflect
Lenin’s activities in the business of supplying food for the
Red Army and the population of the industrial centres.

“Petrograd and Moscow are without grain. Heroic meas-
ures needed. Wire exact reply immediately,” wrote Lenin
to V. A. Radus-Zenkovich; Chairman of the Saratov
Gubernia Executive Committee, on July 11, 1919 (p. 263).
“At all costs provide all workers of the Urals, particularly
the Ekaterinburg district, Kizel and other coal-mining
districts, with full supplies of essential foodstuffs,” was
Lenin’s instruction to the civil and military authorities of
Perm and Ekaterinburg in November 1919 (p. 311). He
gave special attention to supplies for children. Supporting
the proposals for ensuring food for children, Lenin wrote to
Tsyurupa “Perhaps something more could be done for the
children? It should be” (p. 188).

The letters show how Lenin’s principles of Party and
state leadership were worked out, and characterise his style
of work.



40 PREFACE

Lenin attached immense importance to collective leader-
ship. As the documents in this volume show, on all impor-
tant matters he consulted his colleagues and other leading
workers and submitted these questions to the Central Com-
mittee or the Council of People’s Commissars for consider-
ation and decision. “I cannot go against the will and
decision of my Council colleagues,” he emphasised in a
letter to Maria Andreyeva (p. 69). At the same time Lenin
considered it essential that collective leadership should be
duly combined with the personal responsibility of each
worker for the task entrusted to him. On August 26, 1918,
he wrote to A. P. Smirnov: “I very much fear that you
in Saratov are playing at collegiate methods at a time
when the work demands energy and prompt action by res-
ponsible executives...” (p. 142). Lenin severely criticised
all manifestations of localism, anarchy, indiscipline, or the
refusal of one or another staff member to submit to instruc-
tions from higher organisations. He taught the executives
of administrative and Party bodies to be business-like,
quicker on the move in taking decisions, to be able to
concentrate attention on the most important task and see
each job through to the end.

A number of documents show Lenin’s efforts to strengthen
revolutionary, socialist legality. In the note to the Commis-
sariat for Justice on April 15, 1918, be stressed the need
for codification, for publishing a Collection of Laws and
Decrees of the Soviet Government, for expanding propa-
ganda on matters of law among the population, and for
drawing the mass of working people into the work of the
People’s Courts. He pointed to the need for a determined
struggle against embezzlement of state property, profiteer-
ing and hooliganism; he proposed severe measures of
punishment for bribe-takers. Lenin demanded that all Soviet
bodies and all the personnel of the state apparatus should
strictly observe the laws in force in the Republic. He wrote
that the mere suggestion to evade a decree should entail
prosecution by the courts. Lenin was quick to react to any
information signalising a violation of socialist legality, he
issued directives for a deeper study of individual cases,
and took vigorous steps to stop responsible workers abusing
their official position.
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The Communist Party of Soviet Russia acted as a great
patriotic and international force. Lenin closely followed
the events in Hungary and endeavoured to hearten the
Hungarian Communists, who were encountering great dif-
ficulties. In a letter to Bela Kun, he wrote: “We are aware
of Hungary’s grave and dangerous situation and are doing
all we can.... Hold on with all your might, victory will
be ours” (p. 271). “The communist movement in all coun-
tries is growing remarkably. The Soviet system has every-
where become a practical slogan for the working masses.
This is a step forward of tremendous world-historic signifi-
cance.” These were the words with which Lenin greeted
the Dutch Communists in October 1919 (p. 291). He wrote
to Raymond Robins on April 30, 1918: “I am sure the new
democracy, that is, the proletarian democracy, is coming
in all countries and will crush all obstacles and the impe-
rialist-capitalist system...” (p. 82).

All the documents given in Volume 44 are published
in accordance with the Fifth (Russian) Edition of Lenin’s
Collected Works (volumes 50 and 51).

Institute of Marxism-Leninism
of the C.C., C.P.S.U.
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1
INSTRUCTION TO THE RED GUARD STAFF'

Please take all steps for immediate execution.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)

Written on October 30
(November 12), 1917

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

2

TO THE PETROGRAD COMMITTEE
OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

To the P.C.

I earnestly request the Petrograd Committee immediately
to pass a decision against conciliation and to put it before
the C.C.

Lenin

Written on November 2 (15), 1917
First published in part Printed from the original
in 1960 in the journal
Voprosy Istorit KPSS No. 2

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50*

* All references to the Fifth Edition of Lenin’s Collected Works
have in view the Russian edition.—Ed.
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3
TO Y. M. SVERDLOV

Comrade Sverdlov

The bearer has a mandate from the local Soviet.

He wants to work in Petrograd.

Makes an excellent impression.

He wants “militant” work among the masses (as agitator,
ete.) .

I strongly advise you to give him an opportunity at once
to prove his worth in work among the masses in Petrograd.?

Lenin

Written not earlier than
November 8 (21), 1917

First published in 1957 Printed from the original
in the journal
Istorichesky Arkhiv No. 5

4

TO THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR INFORMATION
OF THE LABOUR PRESS OF AMERICA,
FRANCE AND GREAT BRITAIN*

I am ready to reply to your questions if you give me an
absolutely formal and precise guarantee, first, that you
will inform the entire labour press, i.e., also the press
organs of an internationalist trend (Heywood, the S.L.P.
in America, Tom Mann and the British Socialist Party in
Britain, Loriot and his friends in France, etc.), and sec-
ondly, that my reply will be reproduced without any alter-
ations, that is to say, you have the right not to publish
my reply, but if you do publish it you have no right to
change anything in my text.

Who is the responsible representative of your “Interna-
tional Association” here, in London, New York and Paris?

Lenin
Written in November
prior to 10 (23), 1917
First published on January 26, Printed from the original
1960, in French (in facsimile) Translated from the
and Rumanian in the newspaper French

Scinteia No. 4740, Bucharest

First published in Russian
on January 27, 1960
in the newspaper Pravda No. 27
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5
TO MAJOR-GENERAL S. I. ODINTSOV

You have proposed to me the organisation of a group of
staff officers and generals who have a higher military edu-
cation and who wish to work out the military and technical
problems of an armistice that would permit Russia, without
violation of her interests, to secure the suspension of hos-
tilities.

In view of the extreme urgency of this matter, I would
earnestly request you to get your group together at once,
tomorrow morning, and to send me tomorrow evening at
least a brief outline of the main problems, points and pro-
visions of an armistice agreement (demarcation of the
front line, stipulation that no troops be moved to other
fronts, control measures, etc., etc.), and also to indicate
the person or persons who would be fully competent to
take part directly in the negotiations.

Please send me a reply by messenger.

Written on November 15 (28), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape

6

TO THE PETROGRAD COMMITTEE
OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

To the P.C.

Can one of the comrades write and tell me whether a
resolution on courts of law was adopted yesterday in the
Petrograd Soviet and what has been done practically?®

Lenin

Written on November 25
(December 8), 1917
First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape
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7
TELEGRAM TO THE ARMY IN THE FIELD

Semennik, Chairman of the Committee of units
not included in the divisions of the 21st Army Corps
The Army in the Field

Landed estates together with live and dead stock shall
be handed over to the land committees. They must be
strictly safeguarded as the property of the people.

Lenin
Written on November 26
(December 9), 1917
First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape

8
TO THE C.C. OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

The Hanecki affair

On the question of Hanecki, the narrow C.C. has passed
a decision not to appoint him as representative in Stock-
holm.

That is to say, it rescinded the previous decision of the C.C.

I propose that this decision be countermanded on the
following grounds.

What are the arguments against Hanecki?

He is known since 1903; a member of the Polish C.C.
who worked for many years as a C.C. member; we saw his
work in Cracow, his trips to Russia, etc., we saw him at all
congresses, etc., etc.

The arguments are merely a campaign of bourgeois
slanders, Zaslavsky’s outcries.

It would be quite unworthy of a workers’ party to show
such credulity to intellectualist scandal. Let someone prove
anything bad about Hanecki first, before we remove
him.

“But Hanecki traded with Parvus,” they “all” say.
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Hanecki earned his living as an employee in a commercial
firm of which Parvus was a shareholder. That is what
Hanecki told me. It has not been refuted.

Is it forbidden to work in capitalist commercial under-
takings? Where? By what decision of the Party?

Are there no people among us who work in commercial
firms of Russian, British and other capitalists?

Or is it permissible to be a technician, a manager or an
employee of Russian capitalists, but not of German, even
when living in a neutral country?? And is that to be the
decision of an “internationalist” party??

Let it decide frankly, let it pass a general resolution,
let it give grounds for the step taken against Ha-
necki.

When Bukharin wanted to go and work in Parvus’s busi-
ness as a writer, we dissuaded him, for after all it is not
a commercial firm. But while we dissuaded him, we did
not denounce the Mensheviks® in Parvus’s employ. We did
not denounce Zurabov and a host of others, we did not
accuse them.

Who accused them, and where?

Why is it that up to now we have not questioned the
Mensheviks and others who lived in Copenhagen and knew
of Hanecki’s commercial occupation and who did not con-
demn him? We could and should have done that.

Not a single fact against Hanecki has been established,
no ban has been passed on being employed in capitalist
commercial firms of all countries, no check has been made
on the rumours and slanders of notorious slanderers like
Zaslavsky—yet the man is to be “removed”?? There is
nothing here but “fear” of the slanders of irresponsible
slanderers.

It is unworthy of a working-class party to be so credu-
lous of scandal. If the comrades who succumb to scandal
are “perturbed”, “worried”, why shouldn’t they exert them-
selves a little? Isn’t it better to take some pains to find
the truth than to repeat scandal? In Petrograd itself it is
possible (if a perturbed comrade wants to go to same trou-
ble and not decide things offhand) to find witnesses from
Copenhagen, and in Moscow too. Why don’t the anonymous
accusers of Hanecki in the ranks of our Party do that??
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Such treatment of an absent comrade, who has worked
for more than ten years, is the height of injustice.
Written in November, not later

than 29 (December 12), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

9

TELEGRAM TO THE COMMITTEE FOR ELECTIONS
TO THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY’

Pskov

I remain a deputy of the Baltic Fleet and request you
to replace me by the next candidate on the Bolshevik list.*

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Written on November 30
(December 13), 1917

First published in 1958 Printed from the text
in the journal of the telegraph form
Sovetsky Moryak No. 5

10

TO THE PETROGRAD COMMITTEE
OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

8. XII. 1917
To the P.C.

Please send not less than 100 persons, absolutely reliable
Party members, to room No. 75, second floor—the Com-
mittee to Combat Looting. (For performance of commissar
duties.)8

The matter is extremely important. The Party is re-
sponsible. Approach the districts and factories.

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on December 8 (21), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

* Similarly worded telegrams were sent to Petrograd and Mos-
cow.—Ed.
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1
TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

Comrade Antonov, who is leaving for Moscow and from
there for the south to conduct military operations against
Kaledin,? is obliged every day, by direct line (personally
or through an aide), to inform the Council of People’s
Commissars whom precisely he, or other military authori-
ties, appoints as responsible persons for directing particu-
lar operations, especially as regards movement and mus-
tering of troops and command.

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on December 8 (21), 1917

First published in 1959 Printed from
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV the typewritten text

12

TO G. I. BLAGONRAVOV
AND V. D. BONCH-BRUYEVICH

8. XII. 1917
Comrades Blagonravov and Bonch-Bruyevich

The arrests which have to be carried out on the orders
of Comrade Peters are of exceptionally great importance
and must be executed with great energy.* Special measures
must be taken to prevent destruction of papers, flight,
concealment of documents, etc.

Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on December 8 (21), 1917

First published in part in 1960 Printed from the original
in Voprosy Istorii KPSS No. 6

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

* This refers to the arrest of counter-revolutionaries.—Ed.
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13
TELEGRAM TO V. V. VOROVSKY

Vorovsky
Stockholm

Urgently find and send here three highly skilled account-
ants to work on reform of the banks. Knowledge of Rus-
sian is not essential. Fix their remuneration yourself in
accordance with local conditions.

Lenin
Written in December
after 8 (21), 1917
First published on November 6-7, Printed from the text
1927, in the newspaper Izvestia of the telegraph form
No. 256
14
TO V. V. OBOLENSKY
18. XII. 1917

Comrade Obolensky,

I recommend to you the bearer, Comrade Solovyov (tele-
phone 265-24), an expert on the oil industry and the
author of a plan for nationalisation. He should be used!

V. Ulyanov

I gave his memorandum (on the oil industry) to Shlyap-
nikov. There is a copy for you too (Shlyapnikov has it).10

Written on December 18 (31), 1917

First published in part in 1958 Printed from the original
in the book: O deyatelnosti
V. I. Lenina v 1917- 1922 (Activities
of V. I. Lenin in 1917-1922), Moscow

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

15
TO P. A. KOZMIN

20. XII. 1917
Comrade Kozmin,

I was expecting you yesterday for a talk about the case
of the delegates from the No. 2 Steel Plant at Kamenskaya
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stanitsa. They ask that financing should be stopped and
the commission withdrawn, since they regard it as reaction-
ary and parasitic. If we do not see each other this evening,
please telephone me."

Lenin

Written on December 20, 1917
(January 2, 1918)

First published in November Printed from the original
1927 in the journal Sovetskoye
Mukomolye i Khlebopecheniye No. 8

16
TO CHARLES DUMAS"

21/XI11—1917
Dear Citizen Charles Dumas,

My wife and I recall with great pleasure the time we
met you in Paris, rue Bonier. We are very grateful to you
for the exchange of ideas and for the very accurate infor-
mation on the socialist movement in France.

I very much regret that personal relations between us
became impossible after such profound political differences
divided us. Throughout the war I fought against the
“national defence” trend, I always stood for a split, being
convinced that that tendency was ruining socialism com-
pletely.

It goes without saying that I am writing this letter not
as a member of the government but as a private individual.

Please accept our greetings, dear citizen, and best wishes
from my wife and myself.

Lenin
Written on December 21, 1917
(January 3, 1918)
First published on March 6, 1959, Printed from the text
in French in The Times Literary Translated from
Supplement (London) No. 2975 the French

First published in Russian
on April 14-20, 1963, in Nedelya,
Sunday Supplement of Izvestia,
No. 16
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17
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

The Council of People’s Commissars is confident that
Comrade Antonov will continue as before to act in close
contact with the central Ukrainian Soviet authorities who
were greeted by the Council of People’s Commissars, and
with 1ghe Commissar Extraordinary appointed by the
C.P.C.

Written on December 30, 1917
(January 12, 1918)
First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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18
TELEGRAM TO L. M. KARAKHAN*

Karakhan

Russian Peace Delegation

Brest-Litovsk

Copy to Supreme Commander-in-Chief Krylenko

I received your telegram concerning the report from the
members of the Revolutionary Committee of the 8th Army
—Kuzmin and Reizon." I am passing this telegram on
to the Commander-in-Chief with my advice: not to give
way to the provocation of the Kiev Rada, not to trust it,
and to act in an armed, organised and most resolute way
against the Rumanian counter-revolutionary command,
against the Kaledinites and their accomplices in the Kiev
Rada.

Lenin
Written on January 3 (16), 1918
First published in 1965 Printed from the text
in Collected Works, of the telegraph tape

Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

19
INSTRUCTION

The soldier and sailor comrades on guard duty within
the precincts of the Taurida Palace are instructed not to
allow any violence towards the counter-revolutionary part

* Transmitted by direct line.—Ed.
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of the Constituent Assembly and, while permitting all to
freely leave the Taurida Palace, not to let anyone in with-
out special orders.’

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars®
Written on the night
of January 5 (18), 1918

Published on January 12 (25), Printed from the original
in the newspaper
Russkiye Vedomosti No. b

20

TELEPHONE MESSAGE
TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT FOR JUSTICE

I have just received a report that last night sailors entered
the Mariinskaya hospital and killed Shingaryov and Ko-
koshkin. I order you immediately: first, to begin a rigo-
rous investigation; secondly, to arrest the sailors guilty
of this murder.!

Lenin
Written on January 7 (20), 1918
Published on January 8 (21), Printed from
1918, in PravtI{Ia (evening edition) the typewritten copy
0.6
21
TO K. A. MEKHONOSHIN
7. 1. 1918

Comrade Mekhonoshin

The bearer, Comrade Rahja, is an old Party functionary,
personally known to me and absolutely trustworthy. It is
extremely important to help him (for the Finnish proletar-

*The document was signed also by M. S. Uritsky, Commissar
of the All-Russia Committee for Elections to the Constituent Assem-
bly and member of the Extraordinary Commission for the Defence
of Petrograd.—Ed.
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iat) by supplying weapons: some 10,000 rifles with
cartridges and 10 three-inch guns with shells.
Please fulfil this without reducing the figures.

Yours,
Lenin

Written on January 7 (20), 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

22
INSTRUCTION TO V. D. BONCH-BRUYEVICH

Instruction

Notify the sailors of the Guards Depot (taking signed
statements from them that they have been so informed)
that they are answerable for the lives of the arrested of-
ficers and that they, the sailors, will be deprived of food
rations, arrested and prosecuted.

Take urgent measures: (1) for sending a well-armed guard
to the building; (2) for recording as many as possible of
the names of the Guards Depot sailors.'”

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written in January, not earlier
than 8 (21), 1918

First published in 1930 in the book: Printed from the original
Vladimir Bonch-Bruyevich,
Na boyevykh postakh Fevralskoi
i Oktyabrskoi revolyutsit
(At the Fighting Posts
of the February and October
Revolutions), Moscow

23

TO THE COMMISSARIAT FOR FOOD AND THE FOOD
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUPREME ECONOMIC
COUNCIL®

13. I. 1918

The bearers, Comrades Suvorov and Antropov, are dele-
gates of the Regional Committee of the Urals Soviets.
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It is necessary to authorise them to adopt the most revo-
lutionary measures to ensure the movement to Petrograd
of railway trucks with grain from Siberia.

Lenin

Written on January 13 (26), 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

24
NOTE TO THE SECRETARY

To be given to Schlichter and Nevsky with the request
that they assist with the utmost energy these people, who
make an excellent impression, for only such contingents
(40-60 persons from the locality) are able to save us from
famine.

Lenin

Written on January 13 (26), 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

25
TELEGRAM TO KHARKOV AND MOSCOW

Orjonikidze, People’s Secretariat, Antonov’s Staff,
Kharkov

Commander-in-Chief Muralov

Presidium of the Soviet of Deputies

Moscow

We have received news of a traffic jam between Orel
and Kursk preventing the passage of trains with coal and
grain. Any hold-up threatens famine and stoppage of
industry. We suspect sabotage by railwaymen in this
locality for there have been several cases of sabotage there.
We urgently ask you to take the most ruthless revo-
lutionary measures. We ask you to send out a detachment
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of absolutely reliable persons. Use all means to ensure the
movement of trucks with grain to Petrograd, otherwise
there is a threat of famine. Place several sailors or Red
Guards on each of the locomotives. Remember that it
depends on you to save Petrograd from famine.

Lenin
Written on January 13 (26), 1918
First published in 1945 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV in Gorbunov’s handwriting
26
TO KARL RADEK
14. 1. 1918

Dear Radek,

Trotsky or Kamenev will inform you of my point of
view. I fundamentally and radically disagree with you.
You are falling into the trap which the imperialists of
both groups are setting the Republic of Soviets.'?

With best regards,

Yours,
Lenin
Written on January 14 (27), 1918
First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI Translated

from the German

27

TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO
AND G. K. ORJONIKIDZE

15. 1. 1918
Antonov and Sergo
Kharkov

For God’s sake, take the most energetic and revolutionary
measures to send grain, grain and more grain!!! Otherwise
Petrograd may perish. Special trains and detachments.
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Grain collection and delivery. Have the trains convoyed.
Report daily.
For God’s sake!
Lenin

Written on January 15 (28), 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

28
TO N. I. PODVOISKY AND N. V. KRYLENKO*

15. 1. 1918
Comrade Podvoisky and Comrade Krylenko

I received the enclosed letter today from the Dutch
comrade Luteraan, a member of the Left “Tribunist”
Party.?’ I made his acquaintance in 1915 in Berne.

Luteraan asks to be given money for his journey and to
be enrolled in Russia’s Red Guard.

On grounds of principle I would request you to do what
he asks. Perhaps he could be enrolled temporarily among
the Letts or Estonians who speak German, until he has
learnt Russian.?!

Lenin
Written on January 15 (28), 1918

First published in part Printed from the original
in 1957 in the book:
Y. Yerykalov, Krasnaya Guardia
v borbe za vlast Sovetov
(The Red Guard in the Struggle
for Soviet Power), Moscow

Published in full in 1965 in
Collected Works, Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

29

TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT
FOR MILITARY AFFAIRS
17. 1. 1918

Please issue to the Commissar of the Finlandskaya Rail-
way 25,000 rifles and 30 machine-guns, required for the

*Lenin made the following note on the document: “B. Luteraan.
Oostenburgermiddenstraat 591, Amsterdam. Holland.” —Ed.
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protection of Russian soldiers in Finland against the
atrocities of whiteguard bourgeois detachments.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on January 17 (30), 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

30
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO
Antonov
Kharkov

I congratulate you on your victory.?? I shall immedi-
ately transmit your demand to Moscow. Direct all efforts
towards sending grain and more grain to Petrograd.

Lenin
Written on January 17 (30), 1918
First published in 1942 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV of the telegraph tape

31
TELEGRAM TO KULLERVO MANNER AND KARL VIIK

Urgent. Governmental
Prime Minister Manner
and Karl Viik
Helsingfors

Radio transmissions in Swedish and telegrams on behalf
of the unions of Swedish workers in Finland should be
sent to Sweden as frequently and in as great detail as pos-
sible in order to refute the extremely mendacious reports
of the Swedish bourgeois press about the events in Fin-
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land.?® Please let me know whether you are taking all
measures.

Lenin

Written on January 24
(February 6, 1918)

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

32
TELEGRAM TO ARTHUR HENDERSON?

The Russian Socialist Government regrets inability to
participate in the Allied Socialist Conference as being
contrary to the principles of Internationalism. We object
to division of the working class according to Imperialist
grouping. If British Labour agrees to Russian peace aims,
which are already accepted by the Socialist parties of the
Central Powers, such division is still more unwarranted.

Written on January 24

(February 6, 1918)
Sent to London

Published on February 14, Printed from
1918, in English in the newspaper the newspaper text
The Call No. 97 Written in English

First published in Russian
in 1965 in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

33

TELEGRAM TO GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF*

Use all methods available to you to cancel today’s tele-
gram on peace and general demobilisation of the armies
on all fronts. By order of Lenin.?®

Written on January 29
(February 11, 1918)

First published in 1964 Printed from the text
in the book: A. L. Fraiman, of the telegraph tape
Revolyutsionnaya zashchita

Petrograda v fevrale-marte 1918
(The Revolutionary Defence
of Petrograd in February-March
1918), Moscow-Leningrad

* Transmitted by direct line by Lenin’s secretary.—Ed.
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34

TELEGRAM TO GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF*

Notify all army commissars and Bonch-Bruyevich that
all telegrams signed by Trotsky and Krylenko on demobil-
isation of the army are to be held up. We cannot give you
the peace terms, since peace really has not yet been con-
cluded. Please hold up all telegrams reporting peace until
you receive special permission.

Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1964 Printed from the text
in the book: A. L. Fraiman, of the telegraph tape
Revolyutsionnaya zashchita

Petrograda v fevrale-marte 1918,
Moscow-Leningrad

35

TO A. L. KOLEGAYEV
30. 1. 1918
Comrade Kolegayev,

Please help the bearers (the First Russian Society of
Communist Agricultural Workers) with advice and direc-
tives as to how and where to obtain land. Their initiative
is excellent; support it in every way.?6

Lenin

Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV

36

TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV
30. I. 1918
Comrade Zinoviev,

Please send on Sunday at two o’clock a suitable comrade
from the Petrograd Soviet to the meeting of the Obukhov

* Transmitted by direct line. The text of this telegram is repro-
duced in the telegram of the Main Naval Headquarters to Centrobalt
(the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Sailors of the
Baltic Fleet).—Ed.
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workers, who have formed the First Russian Society of
Communist Agricultural Workers, to give directives, advice
and help.

It would be good to select an experienced practical
organiser.

Lenin

Written on January 30

(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

317
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

Commander-in-Chief Antonov
Nikitovka

Petrol shortage threatens to bring the mines to a stand-
still; it will be impossible to pump out the water. We ur-
gently ask you, if there is the slightest military possibility,
to send all petrol to the mines, at the disposal of the Khar-
kov Regional Economic Council, 27 Sumskaya.

Lenin

Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

38
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO
Commander-in-Chief Antonov
Nikitovka*

We have nothing against the appointment of Kozhev-
nikov. Make contact with Obolensky and the All-Ukraine

*The address and sentences: “We have nothing against” and
“Do not act without agreement with Obolensky and the C.E.C.”
were written in Lenin’s hand.—Ed.
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C.E.C. Do not act without agreement with Obolensky and
the C.E.C.; if there are no objections on their part, we
agree to the appointment of Kozhevnikov as Commissar
Extraordinary of the Donets Basin.

Lenin
Written on January 30
(February 12, 1918)
First published in 1965 Printed from the text
in Collected Works, written by Lenin and Stalin
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50 and signed by Lenin

39
INSTRUCTION TO THE SECRETARY
Give this telegram to Chicherin and request him urgently

to send an inquiry and protest to the Swedish Ambassa-
dor.27

Lenin

Written on February 14, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

40
TELEGRAM TO KULLERVO MANNER

Urgent
Manner Governmental. Secret
People’s Government of Finland
Helsingfors

I request you immediately to obtain information from
Centrobalt regarding the arrival of Swedish cruisers at
Oland and the landing of troops by the Swedes. Be so kind
as to let me know by telegraph as quickly as possible what
information the Finnish Workers’ Government has about



64 V. I. LENIN

this and what its attitude is to this whole matter and to
the intervention of Swedish armed forces.28

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on February 14, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

41
RADIO-TELEGRAM TO CENTROBALT

Can the report really be true that Swedish warships came
to Oland Island, landed a detachment and forced our men
to retreat? What military measures of defence and counter-
action has Centrobalt taken? What warships has it sent to
Oland, and when precisely?

Reply immediately. We are extremely concerned. We
refuse to believe that Centrobalt and our revolutionary
fleet have been inactive. I await a reply.

Lenin
Written on the night
of February 14, 1918
First published in 1965 Printed from the text
in Collected Works, of the telegraph tape

Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

42

TELEGRAM TO E. V. LUGANOVSKY,
PEOPLE’S SECRETARY
OF THE UKRAINIAN SOVIET REPUBLIC

People’s Secretary Luganovsky
Kharkov

Today Podvoisky, People’s Commissar for Military
Affairs, sent the following telegram to Kudinsky:

“In accordance with the plenary powers given to you, you are to
carry out the following: on the territory of the Ukrainian Soviet Re-
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public your activities must be exactly co-ordinated with those of the
Ukrainian Soviet authorities, hence your extraordinary plenary
powers as regards the subordination of particular organs of power
apply exclusively to the gubernias of Bryansk, Smolensk, Vitebsk,
Orel, Voronezh and Tula.”

I hope that you will be satisfied with this and that
Kudinsky will comply.
Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on February 15, 1918

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

43

TELEGRAM TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE
OF THE DON REGION

Governmental. Secret

Chairman of the Regional M.R.C. of the Don Region
Voronezh

Have received your telegram of 31/I* concerning the
capture of Shakhtnaya and Kamenolomni. I congratulate
the Soviet troops on their success. I particularly thank you
for the news of the dispatch of 60 waggons of coal through
Tsaritsyn and earnestly request you to inform us by tele-
graph of the numbers of trains with coal and grain and the
precise days and hours of dispatch. It is extremely impor-
tant. Send more grain. The letter of Alexeyev’s spy has
not yet been received. Send it by hand through a very
reliable person, after taking a photograph of it.2?

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on February 16, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

* February 13, 1918, new style.—Ed.
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44
TELEGRAM TO V. A. ANTONOV-OVSEYENKO

Governmental

Commander-in-Chief Antonov
Nikitovka

I have received the telegram concerning the appointment
of Falkovsky by you. I insistently ask you to act only in
full agreement with Luganovsky and in compliance with
his directives as People’s Secretary of the sovereign Ukrain-
ian Republic. If disagreement with him arises, settle
it through Skrypnik, Zatonsky, Bosh, in the last resort
wire me, but never gainsay Luganovsky. The rich stores of
the Rumanian Government must be very strictly guarded
so that they can be turned over intact to the Rumanian
people after the overthrow of the Rumanian counter-
revolution.

Lenin

Written on February 17, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

45
TO A. I. RYKOV

Rykov

1st, are there inventory data
(1) where (addresses) are the goods?
(2) who precisely (names and addresses) has all these
goods?

2nd, where (by whom, when?) was the order made for
their safeguarding?
Who is responsible for their safekeeping?

3rd, who is responsible for their proper (rationed, by cards)
distribution?
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4th, what has been done (by whom?) for the free distribution
to the poor of part of these and the whole amount of
confiscated products??’

Written in February,
after 18, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

46

NOTE TO V. N. PODBELSKY IN MOSCOW
BY DIRECT LINE, FEBRUARY 22, 1918*

I have no new verified information apart from the report
that the Germans, generally speaking, are steadily advanc-
ing because they do not encounter resistance. I consider
the situation extremely grave and the slightest delay on
our part is impermissible. As regards the report about
Austria-Hungary not taking part in the war, I personally,
unlike Trotsky, do not consider it verified; they say the
radio has been intercepted and there were telegrams about
this from Stockholm, but I have not seen such documents.

Lenin
Izvestia of the Soviets Printed from the text
of Workers’, Soldiers’ of the telegraph tape

and Peasants’ Deputies
of Moscow City and Moscow
Region No. 31, February
23 (10), 1918

47
TO THE C.C. OF THE R.S.D.L.P.(B.)

Please include my vote in favour of getting potatoes
and arms from the bandits of Anglo-French imperialism.??

Lenin

Written on February 22, 1918

First published in 1922 Printed from the original
in Collected Works of N. Lenin

(V. Ulyanov), Vol. XV
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48
RADIO-TELEGRAM TO THE PEACE DELEGATION

Chicherin, Joffe, Karakhan, Sokolnikov
Novoselye Railway Station
Peace Delegation

We do not quite understand your telegram. If you are
wavering, it is impermissible.33 Send envoys and try to
reach the Germans quickly.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on February 25, 1918

First published in 1929 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XI

49
TELEGRAM TO IRKUTSK

Peace has not yet been signed, but a delegation has
gone to Brest-Litovsk to sign the peace terms accepted
by the C.E.C. and the C.P.C. Your resolution received. The
German whiteguards and composite units of their regular
army have joined with our whiteguards and are advancing
on Petrograd with brazen audacity. A movement of large
German forces in the wake of the advance detachments
has been reported. Most of our troops are in flight.* The
socialist fatherland is in danger. Dvinsk, Reval, Venden,
Volmar, Minsk, Pskov have been taken. Our morale is
good. Masses of workers have sprung to the defence of the
Soviet Republic. The C.C. of the Bolsheviks is in favour
of signing peace. The C.C. of the Left Socialist-Revolu-
tionaries®t is in favour of a holy war.

As for gold, we recommend that the workers at the mines
be paid at cost prices. There has been no special decree
by the C.P.C. on gold.

Lenin
Written on February 27, 1918
First published in 1942 Printed from the text in
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV Gorbunov’s hand with

an addition by Lenin

*The two preceding sentences are in Lenin’s hand.—Ed.
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50
TO F. E. DZERZHINSKY

4/1I1 (19/1I). 1918
Comrade Dzerzhinsky,

The bearer, Sidorenko, was my personal secretary for
some days. I was quite satisfied with him. He was dis-
missed on account of an incident when, being drunk, he
shouted, as I have been informed, that he was “Lenin’s
secretary”.

Sidorenko tells me that he deeply regrets it. And per-
sonally I am inclined to believe him; the lad is young
and, in my opinion, very good. One must be lenient to
youth.

On the basis of all these facts, judge for yourself, and
see what place you can find for him.

Yours,
Lenin

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

51
TO MARIA ANDREYEVA

Maria Fyodorovna,

Unfortunately, my colleagues (in the Council) consider
it impossible for me to permit a meeting (bypassing the
investigating commission), all the more so since medical
aid (in case of illness) is available.

I cannot go against the will and decision of my Council
colleagues.

Just now it is absolutely impossible for me to have a
talk with you, as I cannot tear myself away. I will
write you about the case of the “provocateur and black-
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mailer” (obviously he was a blackmailer: Kartashov has
long been in prison, I have made inquiries).
I beg you to excuse me.

All the Dbest,

Lenin

Written after March 12, 1918
but prior to September 1919

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

52
TO G. K. ORJONIKIDZE

Comrade Sergo,

I beg you to pay serious attention to the Crimea and
the Donets Basin with a view to creating a united fighting
front against invasion from the West. Impress upon the
Crimean comrades that the course of events makes defence
imperative for them and that they must defend themselves
irrespective of ratification of the peace treaty. Make them
realise that the position of the north is substantially differ-
ent from that of the south, and in view of the war, the
actual war of the Germans against the Ukraine, help on the
part of the Crimea, which (the Crimea) the Germans can
gobble up in passing, is not only an act of neighbourly
duty, but a requirement for self-defence and self-preserva-
tion. It is possible that Slutsky, failing to grasp the com-
plexity of the present situation, has taken some other,
simplified line of his own—in which case he must be put
in his place in my name. Immediate evacuation of grain
and metals to the east, organisation of demolition groups,
the creation of a united front of defence from the Crimea
to Great Russia, drawing in the peasants, a decisive and
unqualified transformation Ukrainian-wise of our units in
the Ukraine—these are the present tasks. Antonov should
be forbidden to call himself Antonov-Ovseyenko—he must
call himself simply Ovseyenko. The same applies to Mura-
vyov (if he remains in his post) and others.

As regards the Donets Republic, tell Comrades Vasil-
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chenko, Zhakov and others that however much they may
contrive to keep their region apart from the Ukraine, it—
judging from the geography of Vinnichenko—will all the
same be included in the Ukraine and the Germans will
proceed to conquer it. In view of this, it is quite absurd
for the Donets Republic to refuse a united defence front
with the rest of the Ukraine. Mezhlauk was in Petrograd
and he agreed to recognise the Donets Basin as an autono-
mous part of the Ukraine; Artyom has also agreed to this;
therefore the obstinacy of some comrades from the Donets
Basin takes on the appearance of an entirely inexplicable
and harmful whim which is absolutely impermissible in
our Party midst.

Bring this home to the comrades of the Crimea and Don-
bas, Comrade Sergo, and get a united defence front set up.

Lenin
14 (1). III. 1918

As regards money, arrange to issue what is essential for
defence, but be extremely cautious; give it only into the
most reliable hands and under the strictest control, as
there are lots of people these days who are eager to grab
or to throw money away.*

First published in part in 1957 Printed from the text
in the book: Istoria grazhdanskoi in Stalin’s hand
voiny v SSSR. 1917-1922 with an addition by Lenin
(The History of the Civil War
in the U.S.S.R. 1917-1922), Vol. 3

Published in full in 1960
in the book: Iz istorii
grazhdanskot voiny v SSSR, Vol. 1

53
TO THE POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS BOARD

26. III. 1918
Please inform me:
(1) Is there a work-time schedule operating in the tele-
graph department under which a person does 24 hours’
duty and then gets three days off?

*The signature, date and last sentence are in Lenin’s handwrit-
ing.—Ed.
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(2) If so, when was this introduced and by whose order
or decision? Please send in the full text and the names of
those responsible for it.

(3) What measures, and when and by whom, have been
taken to abolish such an obviously incorrect and imper-
missible work schedule.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

54

TELEGRAM TO THE SOVNARKOM
OF THE PETROGRAD LABOUR COMMUNE?®

Governmental
Urgent
Report receipt

28. III. 1918
Sovnarkom of the Petrograd Labour Commune
Smolny, Petrograd
Copies to Shlyapnikov, Chairman of the Evacuation
Commission, and to Gorbunov, Secretary of the C.P.C.

I have received Gorbunov’s memorandum. I strongly
protest against the delay in the evacuation of industry.36
Larin and Milyutin have no right to alter the decision.
If anyone is dissatisfied with my order, let him complain
to the C.P.C. or C.E.C., but until my order is cancelled
its fulfilment is obligatory. I am particularly indignant at
the milliards’ worth of stores on Gutuyev Island being left
untouched. That is disgraceful. The evacuation of these stores
must be begun at all costs and carried out in the speediest
manner.3” The Sovnarkom to send in twice weekly precise
reports on what has actually been done for the evacuation
and how many truck-loads have been evacuated.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI
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55

TO THE SECRETARY
OF THE COUNCIL OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS

There are evidently persons sitting here who have been
invited for a different question.

They need not be sent away.

But I reprimand you and the other secretaries; you have
been told a hundred times that people are to be invited
only for the question that concerns them.

Written in March-April 1918

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV

56
TO LYDIA FOTIEVA

You have not been “bullied”, but, on the contrary,
treated too leniently.

1) Have all the secretaries sign a notice that during
sessions of the C.P.C. only notes may be handed up, but
talk is forbidden.

2) Post up a similar notice in the Secretariat.

Written not earlier than

March 1918 and not later
than September 1919

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV

57

TELEGRAM TO THE SOVNARKOM
OF THE PETROGRAD LABOUR COMMUNE

Chairman of the Sovnarkom
of the Petrograd Labour Commune

In accordance with your statement by telephone we ex-
pect the immediate and formal withdrawal of the Red
Guard detachments, which, though few in number, entered
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Finland against the wishes of the Soviet authorities. We
insist that a formal decision to this effect should be passed
by the Sovnarkom of the Petrograd Commune. We urgently
request to be informed immediately of the full text of
this decision.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on April 1, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph form

58

CONVERSATION WITH V. V. KUIBYSHEV
BY DIRECT LINE

Kuibyshev, Chairman of the Soviet of Deputies, on the line in Samara

Comrade Lenin, Dutov’s forces have again become active in Oren-
burg; a report has been received that Cossack detachments are advanc-
ing within twenty versts of Orenburg. Iletsk is encircled by Cossacks.
The Cossacks are mobilising all the villages; they are committing
terrible atrocities, three members of the Executive Committee, and
Zakharov, Chairman of the Cossack Section of the Soviet, have been
killed. The bourgeoisie of Orenburg is actively participating. Oren-
burg requests the Council of People’s Commissars to help uproot this
Dutov adventure, otherwise there will again be a blockage, which
will cause the death through famine of 12,000,000 inhabitants of Tur-
kestan. One detachment sent from Orenburg to Iletsk was surrounded
and wiped out to a man; government commissar Tsvilling is believed
to have been killed. Samara will strain all efforts to help Orenburg,
but the local forces are insufficient to liquidate Dutov’s bands com-
pletely; help from the centre is essential. I have finished and await
a reply.

I shall take all steps immediately to notify the military
authorities and give you assistance.

Lenin

Written in April, not earlier
than 2 and not later than 4, 1918

First published on January 26, 1935, Printed from the original
in Pravda No. 25
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59

TELEGRAM TO THE C.E.C. OF THE SOVIETS
OF SIBERIA

I fully approve the resolution of Centrosibir.?® I advise
you to prepare stores of foodstuffs and other products even
if by requisitioning, in order to build up a serious defence.
Our talks with the ambassadors should begin today.3? It is
clear now that no trust can be put in assurances and the
only serious guarantee lies in solid military preparations
on our part.

Lenin
Written on April 5, 1918
First published in 1942 Printed from
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV the typewritten copy

60
TO THE C.E.C. OF THE SOVIETS OF SIBERIA

I have received Yakovlev’'s memorandum.*® I approve
the plans of preparation and mobilisation. If they advance,
offer resistance. I have passed it on to the Commissariat
for Military Affairs. We shall try to help by sending money
although our difficulties are extremely great.

Please send information more frequently.

Lenin

Written on April 6, 1918

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV

61
TO Y. M. SVERDLOV AND S. P. SEREDA

8. IV. 1918
Comrade Sverdlov
and Comrade Sereda

The bearer, Comrade Kharlov, who has been working for
eleven months in the peasant Soviets of Pskov Gubernia,
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is an agronomist by speciality with five years’ practical
experience. A member of the Bolshevik Party since 1905
(he has been on the books in Petrograd, Vasilyevsky Island,
since March 1917). Please have a talk with him about work
in the Commissariat for Agriculture and his possible partic-
ipation in it.

Lenin
First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
62
TO D. P. BOGOLEPOV AND A. D. TSYURUPA
10. IV. 1918

Comrade Bogolepov

(Deputy Commissar for Finance)
Comrade Tsyurupa

(or Comrade Bryukhanov)

The bearers of this note, representatives of the Pskov
Gubernia Soviet, have so far been unable to obtain the
food and financial assistance they are so badly in need of.
The situation in Pskov Gubernia (especially owing to the
German invasion; about one-ninth of the gubernia has been
occupied) is desperate. I ask you most earnestly to consider
what extraordinary measures you can adopt to help them,
and to telephone me to talk it over.

Lenin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

63
TO THE COMMISSARIAT FOR JUSTICE

I request the members of the Board of the Commissariat
for Justice (preferably all of them) to visit me (we can agree
on the day and time) for a talk about the following:

1) what precisely has been done for publishing a Col-
lection of Laws and Decrees,
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2)—for codification,
3)—for ensuring speedier and more ruthless court action
against the bourgeoisie, embezzlers of state property, etc.,
4)—for juridical propaganda among the population, among
the workers and poor peasants
(a) in printed form;
(b) by lectures (or classes, and so on),
5)—for drawing the poor into the work of court proceed-
ings (jurors) and investigation,
6)—for using Shreider’s personnel and others.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.
Written on April 15, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

64

TO THE SOVIET AND WORKERS’ ORGANISATIONS
OF RYBINSK"

Comrade Dyrenkov’s account of the measures taken by
him in Rybinsk to tighten work discipline and of the sup-
port for them on the part of the workers has shown me that
the Rybinsk comrades are correctly tackling the most im-
portant and most urgent tasks of the day, and I ask the
representatives of Soviet power and workers’ organisations
in the city of Rybinsk to accept my wishes for still more
energetic efforts and the achievement of the greatest suc-
cesses in this field.

Viadimir Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

Written in April, not earlier
than 15, 1918
Published on May 16 (29), 1918 Printed from
in Izvestia of the Rybinsk Soviet the newspaper text

of Workers’ Peasants’ and Soldiers’
Deputies No. 105
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65
TO D. P. BOGOLEPOV AND I. E. GUKOVSKY

16. IV. 1918
Comrades Bogolepov and Gukovsky

I send you the draft of a law on shares. I want you
urgently and without fail to

1) discuss it,

2) make your corrections,

3) immediately invite to the discussion specialists known
to you (ask them for their opinion—preferably in writing);
from the professors you can order a commentary,

4) all this needs to be completed by tomorrow, for to-
morrow, 17. IV, we have to endorse the decree in the
C.P.C.#2

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

66

TELEGRAM TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE NIZHNI-NOVGOROD SOVIET

Chairman of the Soviet
Nizhni-Novgorod

According to a statement of the Commissar for Finance,
obstacles are being put in the way of a complete inspection
of the State Bank appointed by him and the control bodies.
I direct that every facility be afforded for a complete and
thoroughgoing inspection of the State Bank and assistance
given to the inspectors. Please let me know by telegram
that the inspectors have been given full opportunity to
discharge their duties.*

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on April 17, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI Gorbunov’s handwriting,
added to and signed by Lenin

*The text from the words “Please let me know” is in Lenin’s
handwriting.—Ed.



TO THE NARROW C.P.C. APRIL 21, 1918 79

67

TELEGRAM TO THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE SIMBIRSK SOVIET*

Chairman of the Soviet
Simbirsk

Inform me by telegram of the circumstances and condi-
tions of election of heads of Chuvash teachers’ seminaries
for men and women. I am interested in the fate of Inspec-
tor Ivan Yakovlevich Yakovlev, who has worked for fifty
years for the advance of the Chuvash people and suffered
persecution from tsarism. I think Yakovlev should not be
torn away from his life’s work.*3

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on April 20, 1918

First published on January 19, Printed from the original
1928, in the newspaper
Proletarsky Put (Ulyanovsk)
No. 16

68

TO THE NARROW COUNCIL
OF PEOPLE’S COMMISSARS*

21. IV. 1918
The Narrow Council

In the affair concerning the reorganisation of the Red
Cross, which has become known to me through V. M. Bonch-
Bruyevich, I strongly advise:

1) that written explanations be demanded

(a) from all members of the committee
(§ 3, section I),
(b) from all departments, which should have sent re-
presentatives—

* At the top of the document Lenin wrote: “Please send the bill
for this telegram to me personally.”—Ed.
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—explanations as to when the committee met, where its
minutes are, etc.

It is necessary not only to admonish, but to prosecute
a number of persons (they must be found) for non-fulfilment
of the decree.

Lenin

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

69
TELEGRAM TO P. F. VINOGRADOV

Vinogradov, Gubernia Executive Committee
Archangel

People’s Commissar Tsyurupa has shown me your tele-
gram to him of 21. IV. No. 1192, in which you refer to an
order of the central Soviet authorities as being absurd.

I officially reprimand you for this and state that if you
do not withdraw such an impermissible expression, I shall
raise the question of your being brought before the court,
for if we are conscientious in teaching discipline to work-
ers and peasants, we are obliged to begin with ourselves.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars
Written in April, not
earlier than 21, 1918

First published in part
in 1940 in the journal Bolshevik No. 3

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

70
TO G. V. CHICHERIN

Comrade Chicherin

Couldn’t we, having in view Mirbach’s arrival, “pre-
pare” an interpretation of our constitution under which
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ambassadors present their letters of credence to the Chair-
man of the C.E.C.?

Lenin

Written in April,
prior to 23, 1918

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

1
TO A. I. RYKOV

Push hard in the Supreme Economic Council for a dis-
cussion on replacing the old paper currency by new; Gu-
kovsky jibs at it, but I think it should be pushed forward.*?
Your opinion?

Written on April 23, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

72
TO THE PRESS BUREAU OF THE C.P.C.

27. IV. 1918
To the Press Bureau

Comrade Axelrod,

Will you please help the bearer, Comrade Gomberg, to
collect all (printed) materials concerning our revolution.
This is a matter of great social importance, for on it de-
pends the information of America and of the world at large.

Greetings,
Lenin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
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73
TO RAYMOND ROBINS*®

30. IV. 1918
Dear Mr. Robins,

I thank you very much for your letter. I am sure the
new democracy, that is, the proletarian democracy, is
coming in all countries and will crush all obstacles and the
imperialist-capitalist system in the new and the old world.

With kindly regards and thanks,
Yours truly,

Lenin
First published in Russian Printed from the original
in 1957 in the book: Written in English

Dokumenty vneshnei politiki SSSR
(Documents of the Foreign
Policy of the U.S.S.R.), Vol. I

74
A. D. TSYURUPA

Comrade Tsyurupa

Sapronov from the Moscow Gubernia Soviet describes the
catastrophic food situation in Moscow Gubernia and insists
on the need to increase the delivery orders for grain. At
least a minimum quota should be fixed. The amount given
to the peasants must be increased, otherwise they will eat
up all the seed and won’t sow.

What can be done? What has been done?

Lenin

Written not earlier
than April 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
75
TO P. P. MALINOVSKY?
Why is it that, contrary to the decision of the C.P.C.

and in spite of unemployment (and in spite of May Day),
work has not been begun in Moscow



TO THE C.C. OF THE R.C.P.(B.). MAY 1918 83

1) on a proper removal of tsarist monuments?

2) on the removal of tsarist eagles?

3) on preparing hundreds of inscriptions (revolutionary
and socialist) on all public buildings?

4) on setting up busts (if only temporary ones) of vari-
ous great revolutionaries?

Written between May 1 and 13, 1918

First published on April 20, 1963, Printed from the original
in the newspaper Sovetskaya
Kultura No. 49

76

TELEGRAM TO V. N. ANDRONNIKOV,
REGIONAL BOARD
OF NATIONALISED ENTERPRISES OF THE URALS

Andronnikov
Regional Board
Ekaterinburg

Rumours about the denationalisation of the Bogoslovsk
district are stupid nonsense.*®

Lenin

Written on May 2, 1918

First published in 1927 Printed from the original
in the book: Rabochii klass
Urala v gody voiny i revolyutsii
(The Working Class of the Urals
in the Years of War
and Revolution), Vol. III,
Sverdlovsk

77
TO THE C.C. OF THE R.C.P.(B.)*

1) The proposal of Comrades Spiridonova and Karelin
is that the Bolsheviks should surrender to the Left S.R.s
absolute control of the Commissariat for Agriculture, with
the Bolsheviks retaining only political representation.
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2) The grounds for this proposal are that, in the opinion
of Comrades Spiridonova and Karelin, the Commissariat
for Agriculture is going to pieces, work is becoming im-
possible for the Left S.R.s, they will all be compelled to
leave, because—it is alleged—they are being “ousted”, etc.

3) The meeting (of Lenin with the Bolsheviks from the
Agriculture Board) refers the question raised by the S.R.s
to the C.C. of the Party for decision. For its part, the meet-
ing considers the arguments of the S.R.s groundless and
their proposal unacceptable.*

Written on May 3, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI
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DRAFT OF A RADIO-TELEGRAM
TO THE PEACE DELEGATION IN KURSK

In the Ukraine there has been a coup d’etat.?®

Bourgeois-landowner rule completely restored.

Rostov-on-Don taken by the Germans.%!

British threaten with a British and Japanese offensive.

Germans demand the seizure of Ino by the Finns and the
Murmansk railway to fight the British.??

We are holding emergency meeting of C.C. of the Party
on all this.?3

Your policy is to exert all efforts to hasten the conclu-
sion of an armistice and peace, at the price, of course, of
new annexations.

Written on May 6, 1918

First published in 1929 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XI

*The text of point 3 is in the handwriting of V. N. Meshcherya-
kov. The document is signed by V. N. Meshcheryakov, S. P. Sereda,
and N. M. Petrovsky.—Ed.
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA™

You should have drawn up a statement of the case con-
cerning the refusal to admit the inspectors and asked me
to take legal action against the guilty parties.

Written on May 7 and 8, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO THE C.E.C. OF THE SOVIETS
OF SIBERIA
Centrosibir
Irkutsk

Copy to Prokopiev

Prokopiev and others are flooding Larin with telegrams,
asking for money.

I state that I have not received a reply to my telegram
of 23. IV giving exact figures.™ I state that such an attitude
to the matter, when no reply is given as to what use has
been made of hundreds of millions, and why an extra sum
above the quota is needed and how much, is impermissible.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on May 8, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

*See Collected Works, Fifth Ed., Vol. 50, Document 122.—Ed.
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81
TO A. D. TSYURUPA®

Comrade Tsyurupa,
People’s Commissar for Food

The bearer—Andrei Vasilievich Ivanov—is a Putilov
factory worker (who is well known to Shlyapnikov and has
old Party certificates dating from tsarist times).

I told him about yesterday’s decree and the decision
that the Commissariat for Labour was to urgently mobilise
workers. I gave him my opinion as follows:

Unless the best workers of Petrograd build by selection
a reliable workers’ army of 20,000 people for a disciplined
and ruthless military crusade against the rural bourgeoisie
and against bribe-takers, famine and the ruin of the revo-
lution are inevitable.

Please confirm this to the bearer and give him a brief
statement that you will grant such detachments the fullest
plenary powers on precisely such conditions.

Please give him such a statement to be read in Petrograd,
and return this letter to the bearer.

Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on May 10, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII the typewritten copy
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TO M. G. BRONSKY

Comrade Bronsky,

And so, it is precisely agreed between us that

(1) at tomorrow’s meeting with the Germans you will be
the first to speak (none of the Russians before you),?¢

(2) you will first read the theses (afterwards make a
speech, or a report, or a commentary),

(3) you will show me the theses tomorrow before the meet-
ing (i.e., in the morning before 2 o’clock; I shall be leaving
after that).
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This is extremely important. It is a directive of the C.C.
and the C.P.C. It is obligatory!

Lenin

Written on May 14, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI
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TO RAYMOND ROBINS

May 14, 1918
To Colonel Robins

Dear Mr. Robins,

I enclose the preliminary plan of our economic relations
with America. This preliminary plan was elaborated in the
Council of Export Trade in our highest Council of National
Economy.?”

I hope this preliminary can be useful for you in your
conversation with the American Foreign Office and
American Export Specialists.

With best thanks,
Yours truly,

Lenin
First published in 1920 Printed from
in English in the book: the English text

Russian-American Relations.
March 1917-March 1920. Documents
and Papers, New York

First published in Russian
in 1957 in the book:
Dokumenty vneshnei politiki SSSR
Vol. I

84
TO THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL

May 16, 1918
Chairman of the Supreme Military Council

The Supreme Military Council is directed to send envoys—
through the appropriate military authorities at the front
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—for the purpose of signing a truce and establishing a
demarcation line on the South-Eastern (Don) Front. In
order that appropriate instructions may be given to the
military authorities, we inform you that our envoys are in
Kharkov at the present moment, headed by Sytin, military
commander of the Bryansk General Staff units, who has
been given instructions to secure a general truce on the
Voronezh and South-Eastern fronts. A truce, especially on
the South-Eastern (Don) Front, must be secured as quickly
as possible, in the last resort agreeing even to accepting
as a basis the present disposition of military forces.

Sytin has been instructed to try to secure through the
medium of the German Command direct contact with our
Command on the South-Eastern Front for co-ordinated
action.

With the same aim in view, the Supreme Military Counecil,
by all the means available to it, should maintain constant
contact both with Sytin and with our Command on the
South-Eastern Front.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

85
TO G. V. CHICHERIN®®

Chicherin:

In my opinion, the Brest treaty cannot forbid us to com-
bat pirate-insurgents (armed merchant vessels), and it is
necessary to find a form for our naval forces to give an
armed rebuff to the rebels.

Lenin

Written on May 16, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES WITH A. D. TSYURUPA

TO A. D. TSYURUPA

1) Has your draft (on the organisation of supply commis-
sariats) been communicated to all departments?

2) Take the floor today on a point of order about submit-
ting it for discussion tomorrow.

3) Is there not too much bureaucratic formality in your
draft? Should not a point be inserted in the decree pro-
viding for the participation of 20-50 workers (with very strict
recommendations) in each of the supply commissariats in
the grain-producing gubernias??®

A. D. TSYURUPA’S REPLY

1) The draft has been discussed with regional officials, and ap-
proved by Rykov and the Supreme Economic Council in the section
concerning the establishment of a Commissariat for Supply (cen-
tral).

2) I will rise to a point of order.

3) The draft provides for the setting up of supply commissariats
under the Soviets, the supply commissariats must not be unwieldy.
A point about the participation of 20-50 workers in each commis-
sariat of the grain-producing gubernias may be inserted, but it should
be for their participation in the technical apparatus as cadres to be
sent out to the volosts.

The introduction of such a number of workers in the composition
of the commissariats will evoke protests in the local areas.

TO A. D. TSYURUPA

Not in the composition of the commissariats, of course,
but as cadres of

1) agitators

2) controllers

3) executors.

Written on May 20, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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817
TO A. D. TSYURUPA

A Food Commissariat circular—or better still, perhaps
a decree of the C.P.C.—should be drawn up, making it
amply clear:

—that the delegatkoms™ should be allowed to work
jointly with the gubernia food committees and under
their control;

—that the separate existence and separate operation of
the delegatkoms is impermissible;

—that such a thing invariably leads to the infiltration
of profiteers;

—that especially desirable is the assistance of the de-
legatkoms and their participation in agitation against
the kulaks and profiteers under the guidance of agi-
tators’ detachments of the gubernia food committees,
etc.

All this should be set out and published in greatest detail

and in an extremely popular manner.

Written on May 20, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

88
TO A. A. JOFFE AND V. R. MENZHINSKY

24/V. 1918
Comrades Joffe and Menzhinsky

Dear Comrades,

I have received your pessimistic and angry letters (that
of 20. V, I received today, 24. V). Some of your accusations
levelled against Chicherin fall on me. For example, I in-
sisted that the theses on concessions should be sent through

* Delegatkoms—delegate committees under the gubernia food
committees, consisting of delegates from army units, representatives
of the consuming districts and others.—Ed.
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the Germans, in order to show them how seriously we de-
sire business-like economic relations. (The theses were drawn
up by common consent with the participation of Radek
and other “Left stupids”.) The terms of our concessions
are such that nothing but benefit for us will result if the
Germans accept these terms.

I fully approve your policy, set out in especial detail
in Comrade Joffe’s letters,

Your dissatisfaction with Chicherin is, in my opinion,
exaggerated. But in any case I agree to help you and I ask
you to direct your efforts to practical ways of improving
matters. For this, I would suggest that you precisely for-
mulate concrete proposals (send me copies of telegrams and
letters, parts that are strictly practical and brief, for I
simply have no time to read everything). In that case I
promise to try to secure their fulfilment and to check whether
they have been fulfilled.

You must think over how to shift the centre of things
to Berlin to a greater extent (I agree to help in this), and
propose for this purpose very tactful (N.B.) and concretely
practical measures. I shall accept all feasible measures and
endeavour to have them carried out.

If anything can be done to secure peace with Finland,
the Ukraine and Turkey (this is the crux of the matter), we
must always work for this (of course, it cannot be secured
without certain further annexations and tribute payments).
I would give much to hasten such a peace.

You, too, should keep your nerve. Putting diplomacy to
rights (and creating a new diplomacy) is no easy task. Fes-
tina lente.

With best greetings,
Yours,
Lenin

P.S.

28/V. I missed the messenger.

Chicherin has given me the text of a Note which Joffe
sent to the German Government on his own account, agreeing
to surrender the ships of the Black Sea Fleet (i.e., to their
removal from Novorossiisk to Sevastopol)®® on condition
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merely of peace with the Ukraine. However, our govern-
ment in a clearly worded Note (communicated by radio
to Joffe as well) considered it possible to agree to the re-
moval of the ships to Sevastopol on different conditions,
viz.: 1) peace on all three fronts, i.e., with the Ukraine and
Finland and Turkey; 2) no annexation of Sevastopol.

How could Joffe make such a mistake? How could he
make such a “bad bargain”? How in general he could send a
Note on such an important question on his own account, 1
fail to understand....

N.B. Send us Arbeiterpolitik, the Stuttgart Sozialdemo-
krat®' and similar publications, all, complete, 5-10 copies
of each.

Have you begun some legal publication in German? What
precisely? What is the plan of publication and when will it
appear?

Greetings,
Lenin

Sent to Berlin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
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INSTRUCTION ON THE REPORT
OF THE CHIEF OF MAIN NAVAL HEADQUARTERS

In view of the hopelessness of the situation as certified
by the supreme military authorities, the fleet must be de-
stroyed forthwith.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

Written on May 24, 1918

First published in 1938 Printed from the original
in the journal Morskoi Sbornik
No. 6
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90
TO S. G. SHAHUMYAN

Moscow, May 24, 1918
Dear Comrade Shahumyan,

I take the opportunity to send you once again a few words
(I sent you a letter by hand recently; did you receive it?%2).

The Baku situation is a difficult one internationally.
I would advise you therefore to attempt a bloc with Jor-
dania. If that is impossible, you must manoeuvre and post-
pone a decision until you are stronger militarily. A sober
estimate and diplomacy for a postponement—remember
that.

Get the radio going and send me letters through Astra-

khan.
All the Dbest,
Yours,
Lenin
Sent to Baku
Bulletins of the Dictatorship Printed from the text
of the C. C. of the Caspian of Bulletins

Flotilla and of the Presidium
of the Provisional
Executive Committee
No. 33, September 8, 1918

91
TELEGRAM TO THE KINESHMA SOVIET®

Soviet of Deputies
Kineshma

To all workers of the Kineshma district. Comrade workers,
the rich in the villages of the producing gubernias are hoard-
ing huge stocks of grain and not giving them up for the
starving workers. The rich prefer to sell grain at exorbitant
speculative prices, which only the city bourgeoisie can
pay, but not the poor, starving population. While specu-
lating in grain, the rich seek to speculate also in the goods
they receive in exchange for grain. The city bourgeoisie
is agitating for the abolition of the grain monopoly and
fixed prices, and for freedom to trade in grain. The bour-
geoisie is passing from agitation to provocation; it is skil-
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fully and surreptitiously inciting the starving workers to
demonstrations, disturbances and disorders, while endeav-
ouring to seize power in its own hands. The Council of
People’s Commissars is exerting every effort in the strug-
gle to uphold the grain monopoly, in the absence of which
only the bourgeoisie will prosper while the poor will be
left without any grain at all. Comrade workers, do not
give way to the provocation of the dark forces, do not play
into the hands of the bourgeoisie and the counter-revolu-
tionaries who want to make cat’s-paws of you and destroy
all the gains of the revolution. Do not disorganise the hard
work of obtaining grain for you by thoughtless actions on
your part and independent exchange of goods. The Council
of People’s Commissars is now exchanging goods for grain
on a vast scale; it has begun requisitioning grain stocks
from the village bourgeoisie by means of armed detach-
ments. If you want to help, to co-operate with your workers’
and peasants’ government, act in an organised way: select
from among you those who are most familiar with the food
business for work in the Soviet food supply bodies, recruit
fighting detachments of honest, incorruptible, steadfast
revolutionaries, true champions of the interests of the work-
ers and peasants. Immediately detain provocators and
agents of the counter-revolution and deliver them to
Moscow. Bear firmly in mind: either we extricate ourselves
from all our unprecedented difficulties in an organised way,
and with honour, or everything is inevitably doomed to
complete ruin. There is no other alternative. In the expec-
tation of speedy results from these measures, the Council
of People’s Commissars asks you, comrade workers, to dis-
play revolutionary self-discipline and political alertness in
order to save the gains of the revolution and ensure the
triumph of the proletarian dictatorship.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars*

Written on May 24, 1918

Published on May 29, 1918, Printed from
in the newspaper Rabochy the typewritten text
i Krestyanin No. 50

*The telegram was signed also by A. D. Tsyurupa, People’s Com-
missar for Food.—Ed.
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TO A. G. SHLYAPNIKOV

Shlyapnikov

The Central Committee has passed a decision to direct
the maximum number of Party workers to the food front.

For obviously we shall perish and ruin the whole revo-
lution if we do not conquer famine in the next few months.

It is essential that you be temporarily employed on food
supply (while retaining the rank of People’s Commissar
for Labour). I am confident that you will carry out the
directive of the C.C.

I think that you ought to go to the Kuban to help pump
grain out from there.

You must decide today and make immediate arrangements
with Tsyurupa.

Written on May 28, 1918

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

93
EXCHANGE OF NOTES WITH A. D. TSYURUPA

V. L,

How has the question about using the army in the struggle for
requisitioning grain been decided? If it has been decided affirmative-

ly, how will the thing be arranged officially—xby way of an agree-

ment with the Commissariat for Military Affairs or by the issue of a

decree?*

It is very important to know this, for today Kudinsky has been
arrested (apparently by Comrade Dzerzhinsky’s Commission), our
work threatens to come to a complete stop.

A. Tsyurupa

x Precisely along these lines. Telephone Trotsky today
(from my box), so that he gets everything moving tomorrow.

* Underlined by Lenin.—Ed.
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I have just written to Shlyapnikov about his going to
the Kuban. He should make arrangements with you foday.

I advise you right now, today, to appoint him from the
C.P.C.

Stalin has agreed to go to the Northern Caucasus. Send him. He
knows the local conditions. Shlyapnikov will find it better with him
too.

A. Ts.

I fully agree. See them both off today.

Written on May 28, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TO THE EDITORS OF IZVESTIA

30. V. 1918
The Editors of Izvestia

The bearers are representatives of the Yelets Soviet.
Will you please publish an interview with them in the
newspaper. It is a model uyezd as regards good order,
registration of cultivated estates and their economy, and
as regards suppression of the bourgeoisie.

With comradely greetings,
V. Ulyanov (Lenin)

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
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TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV

31. V. 1918
Comrade Zinoviev,

The bearer, Comrade Bach, has a mandate from Centro-
transport of Siberia. He asks to hasten the issue and
dispatch to Siberia of 137 automobiles which the Motor
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Section (of Petrograd) (the Petrograd Commune) requested
the Motor Centre to remove from Petrograd as useless. We
have passed a decision to have all lorries handed over to
the food department.%*

Greetings,
Yours,
Lenin
First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO THE VYKSA WORKERS®
Vedernikov
Vyksa

Kulebaki, Kazan-Moscow Railway

I very much hope that the worker comrades of Vyksa,
in carrying out their excellent plan of a mass movement
with machine-guns to obtain grain, will act as genuine
revolutionaries, that is, they will staff the detachment
with selected reliable people who will not behave like rob-
bers, and who will work to the schedules and in full agree-
ment with Tsyurupa for the common cause of saving from
famine all the starving people, and not merely for them-
selves.

Lenin
Written on May 31, 1918
First published in part on
June 2, 1918, in Izvestia
No. 111
First published in 1931 Printed from the original

in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

97
TO THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST INTERNATIONALISTS®¢

Through the American comrade Albert R. Williams I
send my greetings to the American socialist international-
ists. I firmly believe that in the long run the social
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revolution will be victorious in all civilised countries.
When it begins in America it will far surpass the Russian
revolution.

Written in May 1918

First published in 1925 in the Printed from
magazine Ogonyok No. 4 (95) the text of the book

Published in 1960 in the book:
Albert Rhys Williams, O Lenine
i Oktyabrskoi Revolyutsii
(On Lenin and the October
Revolution), Moscow

98
TO A. A. JOFFE

2/VI. 1918
Comrade Joffe,

Sokolnikov and Bukharin are to make a trip to you, and
Larin, too, I believe.®” I take this opportunity to give
you a little warning. I am sitting at a meeting with the
“travellers” (without Larin). I hear talk about “Joffe trans-
ferring the Commissariat for Foreign Affairs to Berlin”.

The friction between you and Chicherin is sometimes
used—unconsciously rather than consciously—as a means
towards intensifying this friction.

I am confident that you will be on your guard and will
not allow this friction to grow. I have read attentively
your letters and I am absolutely convinced that this fric-
tion is unimportant (there is chaos everywhere, careless-
ness everywhere—in all commissariats—and this evil is
slow to cure). Given patience and persistence the friction
will be smoothed over. Chicherin is a splendid worker.
Your line is quite faithful to the Brest treaty, you are al-
ready successful, I think—and hence it follows that we shall
easily smooth away the friction.

If the German traders will accept economic advantages,
realising that nothing is to be got from us by war, for we
shall burn everything—then your policy will continue to be
successful. We can give the Germans raw materials. In
important cases, send me copies of your exact demands.
Arrange for a direct line as quickly as possible.

Bukharin acts in good faith, but he is up to the neck
in “Left stupidness”. Sokolnikov has gone astray again.
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Larin is a floundering intellectual, a first-class bungler.
Therefore be extremely on your guard with all these most
charming, most admirable delegates. Sokolnikov is a very
valuable worker, but sometimes (as just now) something
“comes over him” and he “breaks china” because of para-
doxes. If you do not take precautions, he will break china
there with you. And Bukharin—triply so. Prenez garde!
I hope that Krasin and Hanecki, being business-like peo-
ple, will help you and the whole matter will be smoothed out.
Thank you for the “supplement” to your letter. I await
some more.
Best regards,
Yours,
Lenin

P.S.

N.B.: Among the Russian Bolsheviks taken prisoner
by Germany (Zivilgefangene) was Popov of Brussels, taken
in Belgium. Could you find him and take him into our
service?

P.P.S. Try to send this enclosure to Switzerland by
messenger—but not by post.5®

Sent to Berlin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
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TELEGRAM TO V. L. PANYUSHKIN

Gubernia Soviet
Tula
Forward to Panyushkin

Surprised at absence of news. Inform urgently how much
grain collected, how many trucks sent, how many specula-
tors and kulaks arrested.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on June 3, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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100
EXCHANGE OF NOTES WITH A. D. TSYURUPA®

Tsyurupa:
In view of the furious agitation of enemies and “waver-

ers” and its influence on the workers in Petrograd, Mos-
cow, etc.,

I think you ought to publish (and distribute as a leaf-
let at the factories) something in the nature of a letter
to the workers, saying:

they are trying to scare you—

the waverers are sowing panic—

they are talking of “independent procurements”—

they criticise the “centre”, throwing the blame on
others—

and so forth.

But you, workers, should not believe the whiners, sow-
ers of panic and fault-finders,

but set to work: let every factory send to our aid trust-
worthy people with a guarantee, with a surety, we shall
show them where the obstacle lies, what the difficulty is,
and they will help us.

Would you be able to place such people?

A. D. TSYURUPA’S REPLY

Yes, we can arrange it. Your proposal will be implemented. A
small group of workers has already had a number of reports on the
food question read to them (something like lectures) and this group
will shortly be going to the area of Tambov and Voronezh gubernias

X
with our representative. We have asked all Soviets,* Bolshevik com-
mittees and trade unions to give us reliable people.

Tsyurupa:

x Are the factory committees, at least those of the big
plants, included here? This is important.

Written on June 7, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

* Underlined by Lenin.—Ed.
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA

7. VI. 1918
Comrade Tsyurupa or his deputy

Comrade Tsyurupa,

I am sending to you representatives of the Vyshny
Volochok Soviet.

The famine there is appalling. It is urgently necessary
to help by every means and to give at least something im-
mediately

I have already talked with these comrades about forming
detachments and on the tasks of the food work, but you, too,
should have a talk with them.

Lenin

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

102
TO A. P. SMIRNOV

Comrade Smirnov,

The bearers are interested in the question of elections
to the Soviets. I have told them that they always have the
right to recall their representatives.

Tell them of your experience and give them directives.

Lenin
First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI
103
TO A. D. TSYURUPA
10. VI. 191

Comrade Tsyurupa or his deputy

The bearers are comrades from the Maltsev factories
(about 20,000 workers, about 100,000 in their district).
The food situation is catastrophic.



102 V. I. LENIN

Please hear them out and

(1) take urgent measures to help them at once, at least
to a minimum extent, but help immediately;

(2) draw representatives of the Maltsev district into the
Narrow Food Council;

(3) make efforts to organise detachments of the Maltsev
workers.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA

11. VI. 1918
Comrade Tsyurupa or his deputy

Comrade Tsyurupa,

The bearers are representatives of a Bryansk factory.
Since yesterday you (or Comrade Svidersky) arrived at a
good understanding with the Maltsev workers, I am sure you
will do so, too, with those from Bryansk. I ask you most
earnestly to receive them at once and do everything pos-
sible.

Greetings,
Yours,
Lenin

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

105
TELEGRAM TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV
Zinoviev
Smolny
Petrograd

I do not remember giving permission for contacts with

Omsk.
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I shall make inquiries of Podbelsky.
I advise you to make no transactions, direct or indirect,
with the Omsk counter-revolutionaries.”

Lenin

Written on June 11, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI
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ADDITION TO THE TELEGRAM TO A. S. YAKUBOV,
J. V. STALIN AND A. G. SHLYAPNIKOV

Top priority
Telegram on food

1) Yakubov

2) Stalin

3) Shlyapnikov

Extraordinary Regional Food Committee
Tsaritsyn

In view of the events in Samara and Omsk, the interruption of
railway traffic between Perm and Vyatka and the complete uncer-
tainty as to the transport situation on the Perm-Ekaterinburg-
Tyumen line, which have completely cut off Siberia, without waiting
for your consent I am sending by water route the technical workers
from Vyatka and Ufa gubernias about whom I informed you in tele-
gram 363. Please receive them and put them to work immediately by
distributing them among the places of grain procurement and, if nec-
essary, among the places along the routes for dispatching and for-
warding grain. Among those being sent are top-level people absolute-
ly suitable for technical work in the centre and in the Extraordin-
ary Regional Food Committee, and efficient organisers for grain
collecting in the localities. To use these people, for whose honesty
I am ready to vouch, is essential and inevitable, since no greater and
better technical forces are to be found. Offer them to fix the rate of
their remuneration themselves and, although I am sure of their being
sufficiently modest, I recommend you not to stint payment for their
work. Telegraph me.

Tsyurupa
People’s Commissar for Food

I urgently advise you to receive the people sent by Tsyu-
rupa and put them to work, since he vouches for them.
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It is extremely important to make use of experienced,
honest practical workers.
Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on June 11, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV
11. VI. 1918
Zinoviev
Smolny
Petrograd

I urgently advise you to take advantage of the present
moment to step up dispatch of the greatest possible number
of detachments to the Urals via Vyatka. Tsyurupa agrees.
There are arms in Vologda.

Lenin

Transmit at once to Petrograd and inform me when
received in Petrograd.

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

108
TO G. Y. ZINOVIEV
Zinoviev
Smolny
Petrograd

I hope you received my request to send more detachments
to the Urals. I add that it is extremely important to send
there more workers for agitation and guidance of the back-
ward. Reply immediately.

Lenin

Written on June 14, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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109

TO THE COMMISSARIATS FOR EDUCATION
AND PROPERTIES OF THE REPUBLIC

You are directed to submit information without delay
as to what exactly has been done to implement the decree
of 13. IV. 1918, particularly in regard to 1) the removal
of old monuments, 2) their replacement by new monuments,
at least temporary ones, and 3) the replacement of old
inscriptions on public buildings by new ones (§5 of the
decree).™

The two months’ procrastination in carrying out the
decree—important both as propaganda and as providing
work to the unemployed—is unpardonable.

Chairman, C.P.C.*

Written on June 15, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

110
TO A. D. TSYURUPA

1

Tsyurupa

I very much fear that we underestimate the “Penza”
danger both as regards food and in a general political re-
spect, and that in fact we shall not be able to send
“agitators™.

Should we not adopt urgent measures to take a good food
detachment (of Petrograd workers or the like) and get it
moving at once, impressing upon them the task: for the
first few weeks you will act as agitators.

* There is a typewritten text of this document on C.P.C. note-
paper, signed by Lenin, which was sent to the People’s Commissariat
for Education.—Ed.
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2
Tsyurupa

I think it necessary that you most urgently get in
touch

1) with Petrograd

2) with Sverdlov
concerning the dispatch to Penza and Penza Gubernia of
some 50 people (agitators) from among Petrograd and Mos-
cow workers.

Written on June 17, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

111
TO N. P. GORBUNOV
Gorbunov

Tell Minkin that Syzran has been taken by the Czechs.™
But we must not give way to panic. Our forces are prepar-
ing to hit back. The Penza people, too, should prepare
firmly and energetically. Our success is assured if we do
not remain inactive.

Written on June 18, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

112
TO A. A. JOFFE

18/VI.
Comrade Joffe,

I am extremely astonished and angry at the absence
of news from Switzerland. I am told that couriers travel
there weekly. Yet not a word!

What are Berzin and Shklovsky doing?

Please forward this letter to them and take measures to
receive a reply.

It is urgently necessary to have sent here from Switzer-
land

Junius’s pamphlet,
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Karl Liebknecht’s pamphlet,

a set of cuttings from Berner Tagwacht and other pu-
blications (all documents on the movement of the Lefts in
Germany and Austria).”

This must be republished immediately in book form
(separate issues) in Switzerland.

Commission someone in Germany (in Berlin) to do the
same job, using the materials of the Partei-Archiv or of
any library having complete sets of newspapers for the
war years (Riihle’s article on the split in Vorwdrts,
12. 1. 1915 or 1916,™ etc.).

Referenten-Material from Niederbarnim (quoted in
Legien’s pamphlet: Warum miissen die Gewerkschaftsfiihrer,
u.s.w.)™ and everything of this kind to be collected imme-
diately.

It’s really scandalous that nothing is being done in this
field.

For this work two Germans (Borchardt would be suitable)
and two Swiss can (and should) be hired, and it should be
published immediately in German, French and English.

Lenin

Regarding the ships in Novorossiisk the matter has not
yet been fully cleared up. But we have taken all measures
and I hope the order will be carried out.”

Written on June 18, 1918
Sent to Berlin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

113
TELEGRAM TO S. G. SHAHUMYAN

Shahumyan
Baku

Via Astrakhan and Kushka, to be transmitted
by radio-telegraph

So far there has been no decree on nationalisation of
the oil industry.”” We intend decreeing nationalisation of
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the oil industry towards the close of the navigational sea-
son. For the time being we are organising a state monopoly
of trade in oil products. Take all measures for the speediest
shipment of oil products to the Volga. Report daily to the
Chief Oil Committee on the position of the oil industry.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on June 18, 1918

First published in 1945 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV of the telegraph
form signed by Lenin

114
TO I. E. GUKOVSKY

We have decided to rob all the commissariats in order
urgently to strengthen the Commissariat for Food, at least
for 2 or 3 months, as otherwise we may starve to death.

From you we want to take Zax.

Written on June 22, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

115
TO THE SECRETARIAT OF THE C.P.C.

1

1) Find the decision passed a long time ago (in Petro-
grad) on how to put questions on the agenda.

2) The compiler of the agenda, the secretary (Gorbunov
is the secretary, isn’t he? what a mishmash we have here),
should sign at the bottom: compiled by secretary so-and-so
(and I give warning that I shall dismiss secretaries who
are unwilling to observe the rules).
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2
Reminder

to all secretaries, that they should not put questions on
the agenda without first demanding from the reporter (or from
the person introducing the question) a signed statement
1) whether inquiries have been made of the finance de-
partment (Commissariat for Finance+ Control), if it is a
matter of expenditure or allocations;
2) whether inquiries have been made of the departments
concerned in the given question.
V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

All secretaries must sign
here that they have read this.

Written on June 26, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

116
EXCHANGE OF NOTES WITH A. D. TSYURUPA

Tsyurupa

1) Who and when are you sending to the local areas
(Schlichter, Bryukhanov, who else? and where to?)?

2) We’ve had a talk with Pravdin (he arrived today
from Tula, Yelets, Orel).

There is grain.
exemplary order,
power in the hands of the poor peasants.

3) Who are you sending to Tambov and with what detach-
ments? Should not Bryukhanov be sent there? The most
energetic person is needed there.

(Today I had a talk with people from Tambov; the har-

vest is unprecedented; there is also old grain; the kulaks

can be brought to heel, but there is a lack of organisers
and detachments.)

4) Are we going to put up with the absence of a (food)
dictatorship in Moscow? It’s a scandal! A disgrace!
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Schlichter is going to Yefremov Uyezd, Tula Gubernia. I sent a
comrade to Zinoviev in Petrograd for workers for his detachment.
Urgent loading of goods is in progress at present. In about 5 days’

time he will set out.*

A. Ts.

Tsyurupa

Five days for an exchange of telegrams with Zinoviev
(who long ago was asking where to send detachments) and
for loading the goods (1 day??).

This is monstrous red tape. Appoint ten officials—
scoundrels from the Food Commissariat—and demand that
everything be done in 1 day or in 2 days, otherwise dis-
missal and prosecution.

Written on June 26, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

117

TO A. P. SMIRNOV, G. I. PETROVSKY
AND I. E. GUKOVSKY

28/VI. 1918
Comrade Smirnov
or Petrovsky, People’s Commissar for Internal Affairs,
and Comrade Gukovsky, People’s Commissar for Finance

I strongly recommend the bearer, Comrade Semyon
Ivanovich Lebedev, Chairman of the Temnikov Soviet,
Tambov Gubernia.

He asks for a loan of 1'> million. From his account
it is evident that affairs in the uyezd are exemplary. A
most instructive example of a model uyezd where the kulaks
have in actual fact been ousted from all the Soviets. In
my opinion, such an uyezd should be given priority
assistance.

Lenin

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

* Underlined by Lenin.—Ed.
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118
TELEGRAM TO J. V. STALIN

Secret
People’s Commissar Stalin
Tsaritsyn

Today, June 30, information was received from Joffe in
Berlin that Kithlmann had a preliminary conversation with
Joffe. From this conversation it is evident that the Ger-
mans agree to compel the Turks to cease hostilities beyond
the Brest frontier, having established a precise demarca-
tion line for us. They promise not to allow the Turks into
Baku, but they want to receive oil. Joffe has replied that
we shall adhere strictly to Brest, but quite agree with the
principle of give and take. Pay the greatest attention to
this information and try to pass it on as soon as possible
to Shahumyan, for now there are very serious chances of
holding on to Baku. Some oil, of course, we shall give.

Lenin
Written on June 30, 1918
First published in 1959 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI of the telegraph tape

119
TELEGRAM TO V. L. PANYUSHKIN

Panyushkin, Military Commissar Extraordinary
Novosil

I shall pass your request on to the Extraordinary Com-
mission, but ask you to act firmly after first strictly cal-
culating and weighing up the forces, for the matter must
be carried through from start to finish.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written at the end of June-
not later than July 2, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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120

TO A. A. JOFFE
1 VII. 1918
Dear Comrade Joffe,

I am, to tell the truth, extremely angry with you. We are
short-handed, everyone is devilishly overworked, yet you
go and do a thing like this: you write a lot on business
matters in a personal letter to me (the last one, in
pencil) and insert a number of personal thrusts, attacks,
pinpricks and so on against Chicherin (“not a real” m-r*
and so on). To Chicherin, on the other hand, you write:
“prospects in the letter to Lenin”.

Damn it, it’s the frozen limit!

Chicherin, naturally, asks me for the letter, and I can’t
show it, because I don’t want to be an instrument of squab-
ble. The result is that the work suffers and relations suffer.

Chicherin is a splendid worker, most conscientious,
shrewd, knowledgeable. Such people should be highly
appreciated. That his failing is lack of “commandership”
does not matter. There are plenty of people in this world
who have the opposite failing!

Chicherin is a man you can work with, he is easy to work
with, but the work can be spoiled even with him.

You find fault with him, but the Commissariat for For-
eign Affairs has a right to complain of you, too, because
you do not reckon with him, and without the knowledge
and permission of the People’s Commissar for Foreign
Affairs, ambassadors are not, of course, entitled to take
decisive steps.

I hope you will take all measures to eliminate these
MiBstdnde.**

That you have got Krasin “on the move” is very good.
Keep on at Shklovsky with all your might; he is a lazy-
bones; demand reports and more reports, use threats.

All the best,

Lenin
Sent to Berlin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

* Apparently “minister”.—Ed.
** Shortcomings.—Ed.
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121
TELEGRAM TO L. B. KRASIN

Secret
Personal from Lenin to Krasin
Russian Embassy, Berlin

I fully appreciate Joffe’s work and certainly approve
it, but I emphatically demand that Joffe should behave as
an ambassador whose superior is the People’s Commissar
for Foreign Affairs, and should observe the decencies, not
abusing and not slighting other people, and consulting
the People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs on all important
matters. Only then can I and will I support Ambassador
Joffe. I rely on your tact to impress this upon Ambassador
Joffe, and await a reply.

Lenin

Written on July 3, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

122
TELEGRAM TO D. Y. IVASHCHENKO

Ivashchenko, Commissar of Orsha Station
Orsha

Thank you for letting through 36 waggons to Germany:
they are for our needy prisoners of war. Please refute all
the foul slanders and remember that we should do all we
can to help our prisoners of war.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on July 4, 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI
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123
REPLY BY DIRECT LINE TO K. A. MEKHONOSHIN™

Lenin replies:

Kolegayev told me personally as well as Zinoviev and
many others, that he, Kolegayev, is opposed to the present
policy of the Left Socialist-Revolutionary Party. I do not
doubt that the crazily hysterical and provocative adventure
culminating in the murder of Mirbach and revolt of the
Central Committee of the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries
against the Soviet power will lose them not only the major-
ity of their workers and peasants, but also many intellec-
tuals. The revolt was suppressed completely in a single
day. Hundreds of people have been arrested.

Put on record Muravyov’s declaration of his withdrawal
from the Left Socialist-Revolutionary Party, and continue
to keep him under vigilant control. I am confident that if
these conditions are observed we shall fully succeed in
utilising his excellent fighting qualities. The struggle
against the Czechoslovaks and Cossacks must be waged
with treble energy.

Lenin

Written on July 7, 1918
Transmitted to Kazan

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

124
TELEGRAM TO S. P. NATSARENUS

Natsarenus, Commissar Extraordinary
Petrozavodsk

You are charged with the following duties:

1. To take all measures for the thorough destruction of
the railway line over the greatest possible distance.

2. Foreigners directly or indirectly assisting the pred-
atory campaign of the Anglo-French imperialists to be
arrested, in case of resistance—to be shot.
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3. Citizens of the Soviet Republic directly or indirectly
assisting in imperialist plunder—to be shot.

Two million rubles are being remitted and put at your
disposal. You will be informed separately about the mil-
itary aid to be sent to you.*

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on July 7, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the text
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV in an unknown hand,
added to and signed by
Lenin
125

TO I. E. GUKOVSKY"™

1
Gukovsky

There are several complaints that you (your Commissar-
iat) have still not given the assignments:
1) full text, }
2) inscriptions in all languages, etc.
Regarding the design of the new money.
I have already ordered this from Zax. It is a mere trifle,
really.
Do it or have it done tomorrow morning.

2

You are sabotaging, really! Now, what is so important
here? After all, it is not final. It is ridiculous to consider
this important.

Written on July 11, 1918

First published: the first Printed from the original
document in 1945
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV,
the second in 1965 in
Collected Works, Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

*The last sentence of the telegram is in Lenin’s handwriting.—
Ed.
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126
TO I. E. GUKOVSKY

1

There are complaints that you have still not given the
text for the new money, thus making it difficult to prepare
the models and test them. Give it immediately, retaining
the old text about being exchangeable for gold (the ex-
change will be suspended by separate decrees).

2
Make a Soviet inscription.

3

1) Give available models to the best experts.

2) Order counterfeit.

3) Order designs (of all denominations) from the Board
of the People’s Commissariat for Education.

4) Have Popovitsky draw up an estimate:

(a) how many such bank-notes can be produced in one
month with the usual, i.e., the normal, assortment of de-
nominations

(a;) on the Orlov machines,

(ag) on the ordinary flat-bed machines,

(ag) high denomination notes (i.e., notes of high value)
on Orlov machines, low denomination notes on
ordinary flat-bed machines?

(b) what is the value of the new bank-notes compared
with the old?

(¢) when precisely will it be possible to make the clichés
(that is, how many days after the design is endorsed)
and how long before beginning to produce the new bank-
notes?

(d) will the new method require new materials and aux-
iliary substances, etc., as compared with the old?

What will be the cost of forms (for all official papers
of Soviet authorities)?

Written in the first half
of July 1918

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV
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127

TELEGRAM TO THE VORONEZH GUBERNIA
MILITARY COMMISSAR

Gubernia Military Commissar
Voronezh

I read your note to Trotsky. He and I fully agree that
the telegram from Saratov is trustworthy and should be
promulgated, for it comes from people who sincerely con-
demn the adventure of the Central Committee of the Left
Socialist-Revolutionaries.8°

Lenin

Written on July 12, 1918

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50

128

TO THE PEOPLE’S COMMISSARIAT
FOR NAVAL AFFAIRS

Will you please take all measures to speed up delivery
to the Caspian Sea of naval vessels of all suitable types.8!

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

Written on July 13, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

129
TO N. I. PODVOISKY

Podvoisky

Why have you not sent from Kursk 4 regiments + Asarkh’s
regiment (?)

+Sluvis’s division?
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Delay is disastrous for us on the Czechoslovak front,
and you are late!8?

Written on July 16, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

130
TELEGRAM TO THE PERM SOVIET

17. VII. 1918
Soviet of Deputies
Perm
Copy to Smilga, C.C. member

I have received a complaint from Stanislaw Palinski,
an old Polish revolutionary who is recommended by Stek-
lov. Palinski has been arrested at the Berezniki soda works,
Verkhstiya post-station, Perm Gubernia, on a charge of
counter-revolutionary activity and sympathy for the Cze-
choslovaks.

Palinski writes that the Legal Commission of the Usolye
Uyezd Soviet found nothing criminal in his actions.

I urgently request you to carry out a strict check and
impartial examination of the matter, and allow Palinski
passage to Poland.

Telegraph execution.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

131
TELEGRAM TO F. I. KOLESOV

17. VII. 1918
Kolesov, Chairman of the Council of People’s
Commissars of the Turkestan Republic
Tashkent

We are taking all possible steps to assist you. We are
sending a regiment.
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We are taking energetic measures against the Czechoslo-
vaks and do not doubt that we shall crush them. Do not
despair, try your utmost to make permanent and stable
contact with Krasnovodsk and Baku.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Volzhsky Den (Samara) Printed from the original
No. 29, July 20, 1918

132
TO N. I. PODVOISKY

Podvoisky

I did not reply to the second telegram because such
an appointment does not depend on me, and in general
it i1s hardly possible, as it upsets the whole order of
things.%?

The Czechoslovak (and kulak) danger is so grave that
I think you ought to make (and Trotsky will probably
agree) a tour of the Western and Southern (German) fronts,
etc., to speed up the transference of troops from there to
the Czechoslovak front.

Written on July 19, 1918

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

133
TO S. P. SEREDA

19. VII. 1918
Comrade Sereda,*

The bearers are members of the Land Department of the
Moscow Gubernia Soviet. Please receive them—the matter

* At the top of the document Lenin wrote: “(also for Comrade
Bryukhanov)”.—Ed.
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is an important one. I think the “state farms™ and the
communes should be merged. Practical measures for assi-
stance and control should be discussed. Try to help with
tractors.
Yours,
Lenin

P.S. Discuss whether a decree of the C.P.C. is needed for
Moscow Gubernia. Please make haste.

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV

134
TELEGRAM TO S. P. NATSARENUS

Natsarenus, Military Commissar Extraordinary
Petrozavodsk

I am passing your telegram on to the Commissariat for
Food. The food situation now is as bad as it can be. We shall
hardly be able to help. Everything that is best and most
reliable has to be organised for sending detachments to
the Czechoslovak front. Without victory over the Czecho-
slovaks there will be no grain.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on July 24, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

135
TO Y. LARIN

Comrade Larin,

It is necessary to write a short pamphlet (30-40 small-
sized pages) on the composition and activities of the Su-
preme Economic Council.
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This is of extreme importance both for Europe and for
the peasants.
Describe clearly and simply, giving facts:
(x) the participation of workers’ organisations,
(8) the communist (Marxist), not syndicalist, nature of
the structure (i.e., of the new socialist system, order),
(y) subjection (i.e., smashing the resistance) of the cap-
italists,
(8) the successes achieved in practice (we have taken
stock of all textiles: figures), 5-10 of the best examples,
etc.
() What still remains to be done?
(n) The new role of the trade unions:
(o) their growth,
(BB) their membership at the present time,
(yy) their role: they run production.

(0) The number of nationalised enterprises, etc.?*

Lenin

Written at the end of July-
beginning of August 1918

First published in 1933 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXI

136
TO A. D. TSYURUPA

Comrade Tsyurupa,

You look ill. Without loss of time, take two months’
holiday. If you do not promise this definitely, I shall com-
plain to the Central Committee.

Lenin

Written in July 1918

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV
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137

TO P. A. KOBOZEV, K. KH. DANISHEVSKY,
K. A. MEKHONOSHIN, F. F. RASKOLNIKOV*

1. VIII. 1918
Comrades Kobozev, Danishevsky, Mekhonoshin
and Raskolnikov

Comrades,

I take this opportunity to send you a few words by mes-
senger.

Are the army commanders and Vatsetis working vigor-
ously enough? Is the commissars’ control over them good
enough?

What are the opinions about Blokhin? Is it true that
he is splendid? If so,is he being given enough scope?

Of course, I am judging from a distance and can easily
be mistaken. But I am afraid lest the “staffs” should smoth-
er the live work below, the work of the masses? Is there
sufficient contact in the military field with the masses
of poor peasants?

Is everything being done to rouse them and draw them
into the work?

Now the entire fate of the revolution rests on one card:
swift victory over the Czechoslovaks on the Kazan-Urals-
Samara front.

Everything depends on this.

Is the command sufficiently energetic? Is the offensive
sufficiently vigorous?

Please reply, if only in a few words, both by telegraph
and by messenger.

Regards,
Lenin

First published in 1934 Printed from the original
in the journal
Proletarskaya Revolutsia No. 3

*On the envelope of the letter Lenin wrote: “Comrades Kobo-
zev, Danishevsky, Mekhonoshin and Raskolnikov. Headquarters of
the Commander-in-Chief in Kazan (From Lenin).” —Ed.
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138
TO A. A. JOFFE

3. VIII. 1918
Comrade Joffe

Everything you write in your recent letters is the height
of absurdity.

To pursue the “former” policy of not breaking with the
Entente after the Onega events is ludicrous.®® You can’t
restore chastity to a dame with a baby.

It is also absurd to apply the term intervention or aid
to the fact that we are continuing to manoeuvre, allowing
the Germans to take what the Entente has already taken,
thereby making more difficult and delaying the Anglo-
American-Japanese throttling of Russia.

Without knowing the facts and without reflecting on
them, you have fallen into error with the memorandum
and the rest. If you wish to insist on it, hand in your resigna-
tion to the C.C. Until you do so, until the C.C. has accepted
your resignation, until a substitute has been sent to you,
and until his arrival, you, of course, as a Party member
(as you yourself write) will do your duty.

Gruss,
Lenin
Written on August 3, 1918
Sent to Berlin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI

139
TO J. A. BERZIN

3. VIII. 1918
Comrade Berzin,

The bearers are Italian prisoners of war, who have pre-
sented to us a recommendation from the Chairman of the
Ufa Soviet. I have seen them twice and have received a
very pleasant impression from my talk with them. It is
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necessary to exercise the maximum caution and help them
in every way to organise work and publications among
Italians, in the Italian language.

Thanks for the letters.

You are evidently working hard. Greetings!

For God’s sake, do not grudge money for publications
(in German, French, Italian and English) and be quick, be
quick.

It is a critical moment here: the struggle against the
British and Czechoslovaks, and the kulaks. The fate of the
revolution is being decided.

Yours,

Lenin
Sent to Berne

First published in part Printed from the original
on January 21, 1925,
in Pravda No. 17

Published in full in 1965
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA AND V. L. PANYUSHKIN

Comrades Tsyurupa and Panyushkin

From Panyushkin’s report it is evident that he is work-
ing splendidly, but is incredibly squandering his energies,
taking on a hundred things at once.

This is impermissible.

Panyushkin must be given a strictly defined, precise
assignment, laid down in writing

(1) to seize and requisition all grain surpluses from the
kulaks and the rich of the whole Tula Gubernia;

(2) to dispatch all this grain immediately to Moscow;

HH (3) no other job whatsoever to be undertaken until this
assignment has been completely fulfilled.

For carrying out the work use as many motor-lorries as
possible.

Written in the summer,
prior to August 5, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA
Tsyurupa

Every effort must be made now so that in actual fact
both decrees (on harvesting detachments and on collective
trains)

are merged in practice and provide us with our detach-
ments.86

What is being done in this direction?

1) Instruction: in the collective trains a certain propor-
tion in each (1 in 5, for example) should be from the trade
unions,

2) §7 of the decree on collective trains should be devel-
oped and strengthened,

3) their correlation (in effect=nhelp) with the requisition-
ing detachments....

4) Assign them all to a maximum of 2 uyezds (from among
the best) and sweep these clean.

Written on August 8, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TO N. P. BRYUKHANOV AND OTHER MEMBERS
OF THE BOARD OF THE FOOD COMMISSARIAT

Bryukhanov and other members of the Board
of the Food Commissariat

I gather from your note that the Food Commissariat
understands and applies the decrees incorrectly.

“No special desire is noticeable among the workers ...
(to join harvesting detachments).

Where are the proofs? Where is the appeal of the Food
Commissariat? What is the date of it?

In which factories was it distributed? When and in how
many copies?

I am afraid the Food Commissariat did none of these
things (judging by Comrade Bryukhanov’s silence), but
occupied itself with the devil knows what bureaucratic

L]
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red tape. For without the help of the workers the Food Com-
missariat is nil.

Nothing bad is to be seen from the quotation (from Nev-
sky’s telegram of 8. VIII), for it does not touch on the
question of % of trade union members, or of the leading
organisation, or of participation and harvesting (§ 7 of the
decree on collective trains), i.e., the business questions
are not dealt with.

What’s bad about Nevsky’s telegram besides the good?
Nevsky calls on the workers: go out and help (he says noth-
ing about conditions, but we indicated these conditions
and indicated good ones). But the Food Commissariat cavils
at a word (when there’s nothing to cavil at) ... and itself
does nothing!

Either we rouse the mass of the workers to join in a se-
rious movement for grain (and for crushing the kulaks)—
this the Food Commissariat does not do

—or else, no Food Commissariat at all is needed.

Written in August,

after 8, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO A. D. METELEV?Y
9/VIII.
Metelev
Gubernia Executive Committee
Vologda

Copy to Sammer and Eliava

There is no need to come to Moscow to report. You must
remain in Vologda and strain all efforts for immediate,
relentless reprisals against the whiteguards, who are clearly
planning treachery in Vologda, and for preparations for
defence.

Refute the lie about Archangel by letter.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on August 9, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA

10/VIII—18

Tsyurupa:

(1) It is a great scandal, an outrageous scandal, that
there is grain in Saratov and we cannot get it away!! What
about having one or two food officials sent to each railway
junction? What more can be done?

(2) Draft of a decree—25-30 hostages from among the rich
in each grain-producing volost, answering with their lives
for the collection and delivery of all surpluses.

(3) Instruct Popov urgently to make up delivery orders
by volosts. That is, how much surplus grain there should
be in each volost. How much should each give?

2

Tsyurupa

1) You have not replied about “hostages”.

2) When will Popov finish his work? (He must be given
a short time limit.)

3

I propose that “hostages” should not be taken but des-
ignated by name for each volost.

The purpose of designating them: it is the rich peasants
who, in the same way as they answer for contribution,
will answer with their lives for the prompt collection and
delivery of grain surpluses.

An instruction to this effect (to designate “hostages”)
to be given

() to the Poor Peasants’ Committees,
(B) to all food detachments.

Force? Just now in the front-line area, there will be a

force.%8

Written on August 10, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TO THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL

Top secret
August 10, 1918

M. D. Bonch-Bruyevich, personal

I consider it essential to reinforce the Eastern Front
to the utmost. I direct the Supreme Military Council to
draw up a plan for the withdrawal of the greatest possible
number of units from the Western Front. This plan should
be carried out in the shortest possible time. All battle-
worthy units should go. The railways will receive orders
to let through without delay all units already going to the
front, and will make every preparation for handling new ones.

I direct the Supreme Military Council to supervise the
accuracy and speed with which the railways fulfil the
orders. The Chairman of the Supreme Military Council to
report to me about delays.

I place responsibility for the speediest fulfilment of the
plan on the Supreme Military Council.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published (in facsimile) Printed from the text
in 1930 in the book: in Sklyansky’s handwriting
Grazhdanskaya voina. 1918-1921 and signed by Lenin
(The Civil War
1918-1921), Vol. III
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TELEGRAM TO S. P. NATSARENUS

11. VIII. 1918
Natsarenus, Military Commissar Extraordinary
Petrozavodsk
I am very glad that you are energetically dispelling the
doubts of Trotsky and myself, caused by the wholesale
departures from the fronts.* Send by a very reliable per-

*See Collected Works, Fifth Ed., Vol. 50, Document 252.—Ed.
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son detailed information on the number, disposition and
morale of the troops.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars
First published in 1965 Printed from the original

in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50
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TELEGRAM TO THE VOLOGDA GUBERNIA
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

11. VIII. 1918
Gubernia Executive Committee
Vologda
Copy to Kedrov

It is essential immediately to mobilise the bourgeoisie
for trench digging, and in general to push forward fortifica-
tion work with the maximum energy. Telegraph fulfilment.
Send by a very reliable person detailed information and
reports on the progress of this urgent work.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published (in facsimile) Printed from the original
in 1930 in Grazhdanskaya
voina. 1918-1921, Vol. 111
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TELEGRAM TO A. Y. MINKIN

Minkin
Gubernia Executive Committee
Penza

I received your telegram on the suppression of the kulak
revolt. One must strike while the iron is hot, and for this
purpose utilise the suppression of the kulaks for ruthlessly
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suppressing grain-profiteers everywhere, for confiscating
grain from the big rich, and for mass mobilisation of the poor
peasants who are being provided with grain. Telegraph
fulfilment. The power of the poor peasants in the front-line
area must be reinforced and made good.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Written on August 12, 1918

First published (in facsimile) Printed from the original
in 1930 in Grazhdanskaya voina.
1918-1921, Vol. III
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TELEGRAM TO D. T. PETRUCHUK®

Orsha

In case of need you will be given permission to use the
direct line. My advice is: gradually take steps towards
disarming and expelling demoralised units and hooligan
elements. For this highly important work, take members
of the local Executive Committee and Regional Committee
to assist you, for this is a matter of paramount state impor-
tance. Inform local Executive Committees and Party Com-
mittees of this telegram.

Written on August 15, 1918

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50
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TO A. D. TSYURUPA

Can it be arranged for detachments to go out for grain
(to procure and transport by express goods train) according
to alternative instructions, namely:

either for one time (to one volost, etc., for threshing
in a uyezd, etc.)—then the bonus will be less,
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or undertaking to work for a lengthy period (not one
time, but for 3 or 4 months, etc., or once more when called
upon by the Commissariat for Food, etc.)—and then the
bonus will be higher.

(In both cases make it a condition that they are obliged
not only to procure but also to thresh, and to carry the grain
into barns, and to erect barns or half-sheds, etc.)

Written in the first half
of August 1918

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV
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TO E. M. SKLYANSKY

Top secret
16. VIII. 1918
Comrade Sklyansky

I am enclosing herewith Comrade Vorovsky’s letter, with
documents attached to it (registered in the Managing De-
partment of the C.P.C. 16. VIII. 1918 as No. 2509), and
I ask you to pay the most serious attention to the abuse and
crime revealed here.?

It is necessary to appoint a very limited number of the
most reliable and experienced comrades (if possible, not
more than two or three), including one from the Extraor-
dinary Commission, to carry out through such a secret com-
mission of inquiry the strictest investigation, at first in
absolute secrecy, in order (1) to discover the usual manner
in which business is conducted in the institution concerned,
(2) to trace the connections of the counter-revolutionary
criminals and (3) to arrest all of them, allowing none to
escape.

Report to me regularly on fulfilment.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

First published in 1965 Printed from the original
in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50



132 V. I. LENIN
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TELEGRAM TO S. P. SEREDA

16. VIII. 1918
Sereda, People’s Commissar
Yelets

It is extremely important to organise things in such
a way that all grain surpluses without exception are col-
lected and dispatched in one volost after another. Do not
grudge machines and bonuses for exemplary volosts. In-
form us of the total amount of surpluses and which volost
will prove to be the first to collect all surpluses in full.

Lenin

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO S. V. MALYSHEV*

17. VIII. 1918
Sergei Malyshev
Ekaterinograd (Ekaterinenstadt), Samara Gubernia

Congratulations on success. Telegraph urgently and re-
gularly how much has been collected and delivered to Sa-
ratov, and when. It is particularly important not to attempt
too many things at once, but to collect in full all grain
surpluses first from one volost and to give it a huge bonus.
Telegraph fulfilment.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

Published in part on
September 18, 1918, in
Saratovskaya Krasnaya Gazeta
No. 164

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEPHONE MESSAGE TO N. I. MURALOV

Sereda urgently demands 200 poods of petrol for deliv-
ery of grain in Yelets Uyezd. Do not forget that grain is
the chief and vital problem. Everything must be done.
Reply immediately when precisely you will send the 200
poods of petrol to Sereda (Sereda, People’s Commissar for
Agriculture, Yelets).

Lenin
Written not earlier
than August 17
and not later
than August 19, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO F. E. RASKOLNIKOV

Gubernia Executive Committee for Raskolnikov
Nizhni-Novgorod

Pay thrice-heightened attention to ensuring supplies for
the Kazan Front, to accelerated dispatch there of reserves,
and see to it that the struggle against the whiteguards in
Nizhni-Novgorod is begun without delay and carried out
with absolute firmness. See especially to the safeguarding
of artillery property, telegraph fulfilment.

Lenin
Written on August 19, 1918
First published in 1934 Printed from the original
in Proletarskaya Revolutsia
No. 3
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TELEGRAM TO S. P. SEREDA

19. VIII. 1918
Sereda, People’s Commissar for Agriculture
Yelets

A 500-pood tank-car of petrol is being dispatched to
you today, but why do you evade the very important ques-
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tions: how much grain has been collected, how much deliv-
ered? Further, it is absolutely essential to sweep clean of all
grain surpluses first one volost, and to give that volost a
big bonus. We shall not grudge money to help the poor
and middle peasants, if they are helping the hungry.

Lenin

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO A. Y. MINKIN®

Minkin

It is stupid to ask whether a People’s Commissar for
Finance, and one of a single region at that, can counter-
mand my order. If that order is not carried out, I shall have
the guilty persons prosecuted. Leave the company of Letts
in Penza for the time being until the suppression in, Chem-
bar. Tell all members of the Executive Committee and all
Communists that it is their duty ruthlessly to suppress
the kulaks and to confiscate all the grain of the insurgents.
Your inactivity and weakness is exasperating. I demand
detailed reports on the fulfilment of all my orders and es-
pecially on the measures of suppression and confiscation.*

Lenin

Written on August 19, 1918
Sent to Penza

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII

* Transmitted by direct line.—Ed.
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TELEGRAM TO THE PENZA GUBERNIA
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

19. VIII. 1918
Gubernia Executive Committee
Penza
Copy to the Gubernia Committee of the Communists

I am extremely indignant that there has been absolutely
nothing definite from you as to what serious measures have
at last been carried out by you for ruthless suppression
of the kulaks of five volosts and confiscation of their grain.
Your inactivity is criminal. All efforts should be concen-
trated on a single volost which should be swept clean of
all grain surpluses. Telegraph fulfilment.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO L. D. TROTSKY

Secret
Trotsky
Sviyazhsk
Copy to Vatsetis

Regarding your military proposals about forming detach-
ments of instructors, let the military themselves decide this,
I am no judge. I only know of the special need of having
our own instructors for the workers’ army in view of the
complete unreliability of the officers. As regards a monetary
award, I agree and will support and put through your de-
cision.?? It should not be made public.

Lenin

Written on August 19, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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TO G. V. CHICHERIN

19. VIII. 1918
Comrade Chicherin,

The bearer, Comrade Latukka, is a Finnish Social-
Democrat, who was a great help to us when we were in hiding
in Finland.’* He should now be given every possible assist-
ance. He would like to go to Switzerland.

Please have a talk with him and help him in realising
his wish and find a place for him at the Embassy. He is a
journalist.

Yours,
Lenin

First published in 1959 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXVI
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TO G. V. CHICHERIN

19. VIII. 1918
Comrade Chicherin,

The bearer is la camarade Jeanne Labourbe of whom I
spoke with you.
Please receive her and have a detailed talk with her.

Yours,
Lenin
First published in 1965 Printed from the original

in Collected Works,
Fifth Ed., Vol. 50
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TO N. P. GORBUNOV

Gorbunov

It is superfluous and silly of you, after going through
the papers, to write “for attention of V. I.” (1??) ((that
is obvious anyway)) or “I would propose such and such”.
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You should give the gist of the matter in three lines.
Otherwise there is no sense in your going through them.

Written in 1918,
prior to August 20

First published in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV
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TELEGRAM TO THE TAMBOV GUBERNIA
FOOD COMMITTEE

20. VIII. 1918
Gubernia Food Committee
Tambov

In Usman Uyezd, landowners’ grain has been harvested
from 7,000 dessiatines of sown area in Safonovo, Baryatino
and Novo-Nikolskoye volosts, and has been delivered to
the elevator. Telegraph immediately how many poods of
grain there are in this elevator, whether the guard is re-
liable, why you are slow in dispatching grain to Moscow,
who is to blame for the scandalous delay, whether there are
Poor Peasants’ Committees?® in Usman Uyezd and are they
reliable.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO V. N. KHARLOV

21. VIII. 1918
People’s Commissar Comrade Kharlov
Saratov

The amount of surpluses mentioned by you is clearly
underestimated. Collect more accurate information. Exem-
plary villages and volosts, i.e., those with the best organisa-
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tion of the poor, should be singled out in order, first, to
determine without concealment the amount of grain sur-
pluses and, second, to award a big bonus to the volosts
which have cleaned out and delivered all grain surpluses
without exception. Pass this on to all food officials and
telegraph reply. Push on grain shipments.

Lenin
Chairman, Council of People’s Commissars

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TO MEDVEDEYV,
POLITICAL COMMISSAR OF THE 1st ARMY"

21. VIII. 1918
Comrade Medvedev,

Comrade Bosh told me about your meeting at the front,
about the state of affairs at the front and about your
doubts. She said that you were sure Syzran could and should
be captured, but did not want to write here about it.

If this is so, you are in the wrong. That’s what a com-
missar is for—to complain. Be sure to write (and telegraph)
to me about everything and more frequently.

There has not once been a line from you.

That’s too bad. It is not Party behaviour and is a failure
to fulfil your duty to the state! It’s too bad, really.

Regards,
Yours,
Lenin

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV

*On the envelope of the letter Lenin wrote: “To Comrade Medve-
dev (Political Commissar) (From Lenin).” —Ed.
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TO THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL

21. VIII. 1918

The bearers are representatives of the Turkestan Central
Executive Committee. They are asking for a detachment of
100-200 men to be sent against Krasnovodsk (from Astra-
khan). Please discuss their request and help them in every
way, and telephone me the decision of the Supreme Military
Council.

V. Ulyanov (Lenin)
Chairman, C.P.C.

First published in part in 1945 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXV
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TELEGRAMS TO A. K. PAIKES*

1
Paikes
Saratov

I shall speak right away by telephone with the military
about all your requests.?® For the time being I advise ap-
pointing your own chiefs and shooting conspirators and
waverers without asking anybody and without allowing
any idiotic red tape. As regards receiving a reply from me,
either wait at the telegraph office, or have people take
their turn of duty, or appoint a time in an hour or two.
Reply.

Lenin

Paikes
Saratov

I have just spoken to Aralov. According to what he
says, everything is already being done to send you shells.

* Transmitted by direct line.—Ed.
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Loading begins today, so in two or three days it should be
finished, Act more vigorously against the kulaks.

Lenin

Written on August 22, 1918

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO THE PENZA GUBERNIA COMMITTEE
OF THE R.C.P.(B.)

22. VIII. 1918
Turlo
Gubernia Committee
Penza
Copy to Minkin

I do not understand how Minkin could refuse to carry out
decisions of the majority of the Gubernia Committee.®’
I hope this is only a misunderstanding. I insist that at a
critical time of war all should work together harmoniously
with the greatest determination, submitting to the majority,
and that conflicts should be referred to the Central Commit-
tee without interrupting the work.

Lenin

First published in 1931 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XVIII
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TELEGRAM TO F. I. KOLESOV

Kolesov
Tashkent

We know little about the Caucasus and Baku. Informa-
tion is unverified. Soviet power exists in the Northern Cauca-
sus. Its troops are cut off from Tsaritsyn, which is be-
sieged from the south by the Cossacks. The British have
landed in Baku and the situation there is unstable. The
Germans have agreed to guarantee there will be no offensive
against Baku if we drive out the British from there. How
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matters will turn out there is not known. As regards the
military aid, we do not know where it is. We think it is held
up near Tsaritsyn.*

As regards ambassadors and consuls, we advise a waiting
attitude, keeping them under threefold surveillance and
arresting suspicious individuals who are in contact with
them.

We are considering and preparing some assistance for
you, but cannot promise anything for certain, for every-
thing depends on whether we shall be successful in driving
the British out of Baku or whether they succeed in capturing
a part of the Caspian coast.

Written on August 23, 1918

First published in 1942 Printed from the original
in Lenin Miscellany XXXIV
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TELEGRAM TO A. G. SCHLICHTER

Schlichter
Vyatka

I have spoken on the telephone with the Commissariat
for Food and they agree with me that it would be extremely
important now for you to remain in Vyatka: first, for assist-
ance and control in organising the most energetic defence
of Kotlas and the preparation of explosives for the complete
demolition,