I heard Brother Wills say
this Organization Conmiitee |
y |was adopted, that in some
other®the Farmer-Labpr Part
commit itself in an irrevocadl
And | want to explain that i
away. {
I 1 understand anything |
procedule, particularly trad
procedure, Lhe present sit
this: ‘Wo have assembied to
| the ways and means to bri

political unity of the worke
, | we adopt this Commitie Repory
+as far as we can in that divecti
then we take that Report bac
respective orgunizations, and i
ratify it we are a part of this

Now, that is plain and simpl
if the Farmer-Labor Party |
Convention in. the future, w
that is called they will do
as all the rest of us are going |

{lay before our organizations re
.| sult of this Conference, for ratifidation
Jor rejectiop. So nobody's hagdk are
Jheing tied, here. And. the Rephat ¢an
| be adopted with a fall and ¢ will,
| by every delegate here, as fa his

powers are concerped.
1 Jistened to Brother Fitz

And Fitz and | have gone

some good battles together.

' Trust, witr
quarters here in Chicego.
have fought the great Stecl
together—gnd I u nd w
of a man he is. He has the
of his con victions, and he ex

-{happened theie?

them here on this platform., And |
have never had to disagree with him
antil right here., But | must now dis-
agreo with him, and say that the duty
of this Converition is to go right ahead
and adopt the Orgenization Commif®ee
Report.

The crpation of the Labor Party in
America is a progesy different from
that of any other counisy in the
world. In England and various other
sountries we finid the ofeials of the
labor movement were quite generally
in favor of working class politicsl
action. But that is'met the ca ¢ in
this - country, In this country the
higher oMcials of the unions are al-
mos! unan‘mous against it. And the
principie obsiruetion to the establish-
ment of working class political unity

in America i+ none other than the

nead of our labor movemen:— Samuel
Gompers!

Now, in Chicagoe here, in the forma.-
tien of the Farmer-Labor Party, a
few yeawrs ago, Rrother Fitzpatrick
and those others whe took part, split
defivitely with Gompars. They said,
‘We are throagh with that slicy !
And I, for one, applauded them in that
decision,

The Farmer-Labor Party drified
slocg. with more or less indifferen:
wle for a while, until & new de-
veloprner! took pi mevement
of B! Johnston, President ofithe In-
ternational Association of Machinists
~nearly all. of us put faith in that
movement. | confess that '} didn"t

- |have as much faith in it as some—

because | happened to kmow Bill John-
ston pretiy well,. However, the labor
moveme i quite generally said, “Here
it is! The big International Uaion-—
the Machini'ts, the Miners, the Print.
ers and state Federations, without
number—every form and kind of or-
ganization lining up behind Bill John-
ston’s plan. Amd he held a confer-

ence [n the eity of Chicago—where

- |they did not do anything except call

in Cleveland. And what
Once again, noth’
ing was done. And the hopes of the
worke's' orvanizations which were

another

kind i bound up with that conference were
rage | (v'iheratels
sed !

betrayed by the leaders,
who had been instructed to form a

\Wm. Z. Foster’s Speéch; in Favor of the _
ion of a Federated Labor Party

Labor Party in the United States
Aund there was no man in Amercs

than Fitzpatrick did, that the Wbrk-
ers’ hopes were betrayed. And the

| Farmer-Laber Party split with the

Cleveland econference, which Filzpat-
rick derounced as a scaborganization
and dual movemen.—and the Gompers
policy continued as it was. "t had
broken with the entire official family
of the American Federstion of. Labor,
and knew that henceforth, if it was
goipg to be a labor movement, the
only way was to get out and d sregard
these officials and make an appeal to
the rank and file to get into a polit zal
organization. And th: Farmer-Labor
Party did! that. 1t issued a call in
viting the rank and file to send dele-
gales here. And here is the resut
of that eall
his gathering is that the Federated
Farmer-Labor Party be formed. And
I ray that the logie of the Farmer-
Labor Party, ever since it was born,
indicates that it should go wlong with
this movement and appeal to the tank
and file of the labor organizations of
America, to enlist themselves in this
camwpaign. The only chance that the
Farmer-Labor Party has to be a polit-
ical factor is to go to the rank and
fiie—=as the Lig labor leaders are 100
per cent against such action at this
tims. And if the Farmer-Labor
Party ip not willing to do that, it
should phot hdve callél this conven-
tion hefe, '

That is my honest opinion. And |
hope the leaders here will decide to
go along with this great movement—
and | don't hesitate to_sxay that if
they submit the question to their own
rank and flle, they will decide to go
along with this movement,

itime has come when there must be &
militant struggle put up in all those
unions that are for a Federated
Farmer-Labor Party. That struggie
has not been carvied onliefectively,
up to this time. And if, there is &
Federated Farmer-Labor Party form.
ed in the convention, that party will
carry on such a struggle for a Laber
Party in America that we shall win

the great rank and file Lo that idea.

—

who said more boldly and bravely|

And the reitiment” of |

In conclusion | will say that the
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