IMPERIALIST STRATEGY

CIN AFRICA - |
by Idms (Jow o 1

: DURING THE PAST TEN'~
YEARS IT HAS. CONCENTP%,AL:

URING the past decade the.
advance of the liberation struggle .
_throughout Africa’ has confronted :
imperialism with new..and - :serious -
This applies especially -

problems.

to those 1mper1alzst powers  with

direct possession of colonies in. the
African continent.

The decision of the Addis’ Ababa: ‘

Conference of African Heads of
State. to organise concerted action
(including -armed struggle) to - free
the remaining colonies, presents
them with an even more SCI'lOllS'
challenge. "

In some respect this new sltuatxon .

alarms United - States _ imperialism

“more than the d1rect colony owning.
- powers. ' |

- British lmpenahsm ‘has been
forced to récognise that it cannot

. hold: on: indefinetly -to ‘itsremain-* -

ing ‘colonies, but is. still striving - to

maintain its grip by the strategy of

neo-colonialism.

This applies also to French i irpe-
_rialism, and jits sole remaining
."direct colony, French Somaliland,

" is now looking forward to: political
mdep..ndence—mth the solidarity .
aid:of the _Afncan hberauon move- -

.ment
The Portuguese unpenahst rulers

stlll “hope : to. keep:- their -hold -‘on
.Angola, Mozamblque and ' other
- smill “Affican ] colonial - territories; . -
‘the - Spanish rulers hope -0 ~keep .

their -small Afri
- apartheid *rulers’: 3
(together with 'the ‘white settlers in
Southern ‘Rhodesia) will fight to. the
bitter end to prevent- the- llberatxon
-of ithe African peoples. =
- The colony-owmng powers exel

‘outpost; and the

- cise strong economic and political in- -
fluence: éven after political indepén-" -
dence) in their own specific regions.” - -

" BUT UNITED STATES IMPE- -
RIALISM,  WHOSE - ONLY ' DI- "~

RECT COLONY WAS LIBERIA,
SEEKS: TO ‘EX ITS 'GRIP:
. THROUGHOUT ~WHOLE-

- OF THE AFRI_CAN CONTINENT

.ing " direct - colonial rule),

::South - Africa .

TED - ITS FORCES TO!
THE VACUUM CREATED BY

THE -~ WEAKENED  POSITION -
- OF .OTHER IMPERIALIIST PO-'

WERS IN AFRICA.

Indeed, the v1ctorles of | polmcal
mdependence .since- 1957 (abolish-
have
enabled the,-United States.to pene-
trate’ néw regions - of Africa - from

-which it was to a great extent barred

when - constitutional power, was in
the hands- of Britain and France.
" These developments that have

- created a situation. in which -
the United States 1smastronger ’

posmon to exercise economic,
; polmcal, 4nd ideological influ-
ence in Africa than any. other
imperialist power. -
On .the ~other” hand, the. African

liberation movements have advan-

ced, so rapidly and their anti-imperi-

_ alist outlook has become so_pronou-
nced, that the United Statesis forced .
to twist and turn in its strategy and-

-tactlcs year -after year.

. What is even more d1sturbmg for
U S. imperialism is the impact of the
growing socialist-world in Africa.

This -arises not only. from the:

increasing; ability to extend 'genuine
socialist aid, but from the great eco-

nomic ~and technical advances'in :
-the -socialist ‘countries’ whxch make
- this possible. .

- Above. all, the conslstent ﬁght of .
‘the- socialist countries ‘within the
* United Nations for world peace and
“for the. abolition of all forms of
“colonialism, gives a practical  de-
. monstration to the millions of Afri-
‘can who are their real allies. |

.-‘This is a situation which forces
" United States ruling circles to
constantly re-examine their

., ' to Africa as a whole.-
“The most -recent. comprehenslve

expression Of their ‘“‘new thinking™ =
on this problem is a ‘new’ book by :

- strategy and tactics m relation
.7 fo dvoid " being_stereotyped:

Mr, ,Vernon MacKa Afnca in - )
World Politics? pubhshed in -1963.
Wlth typical - American. " braza-

nness the publishers' describe- the
‘book as ‘the “first comprehensive .
analysxs of ‘the nature-and signifi- .

cance: -of Africa’s multiplying con-
tacts 'with Europe, Ama and .the

-America’s.”

It does certamly touch upon
Africa’s relations with the rest of .

the world, its growing impact within . ;

the United Nations and the alleged

Soviet “aims” in Africa, .but its' * "
.main essence is the importance of:-

Afnca for: United  States imperia-
lism.” " The - preface “modestly”
admits that:
“American pressure on Afncan-
. events has been exerled in many -
: ways—-th:ough diplomatic persua-
sion in Europe, through our votes
" on: African issues in the United :
Nations: even when we abstained, -
.through the “Voice of America™
and other ~propaganda .media,
throiigh the educational exchange
programmes of the State Depart-
ment and. othér. agencies, both
public -and- private, -and - through
economic and techmcal ass1stance
to ‘Africa.” - .

The author expresses serious ‘con-
cern at the big changes in the. United
Nations arising from the increasing
number of independent States whxch
have become members. _ - .

Though United States personnel :

: are*in~key - position -in: the -U.N.
- administrative , ‘machine, i n - .the
" General’ Assembly itself - the impe-

rialist powers are often defeated-on
colonial i issue;- - )
-“It is - 'quite- clear that shal;p- '
COnﬂlCtS over colonial and racjal -
issues have broken down the spirit

- of co-operation and weakened the. -

Umted_Natlons -at least in the short
run.? - .
Faced with this néw s1tuatlon the

need for a- more’ flexible - United : T

States policy.in U.N.O. is advocated

~—many. would. descnbe 1t as’a de- S

ce1tful policy. - s -

) '“Inlthe Umted Natlons Afncan :
and. Asian members -are now S0
.numerous. that it is even more -
important for the United: States

: as a

. 'supporter of .colonialism. A bela-_

~Continued -.on page 5' .
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Contmued from page 3

. ted jump to the front of the antl-

.colonialism. ba.ndwagon would be

some -what hypocritical . and - of

little lasting; value: . An ' indepen-
dent posture; keeping the door to

both groups open, may still prove

- valuable in the drﬂicult period
ahead.” .
The actual record shows however,

that. the United States speeches. and
. votes in U.N.O (while occasionally

making . gestures on- South' Africa

.and Portugal to weaken ‘its rivals),
- have always favoured some form of
imperialist domination -'in Africa. ;
In -a - revealing chapter

““Soviet
Policy -in~ Africa? the  autlior
explains  that 'in the. Trusteeship

Council the “standard: techmque” of.
the Soviet delegates. in the fifteen”
years after -the second world war..
-was to press‘for:. ]
L Parttmpatlon of the people in the

government. -

2. Replacing the-tnba.l system w1th,'

democratic government. 5\

3. Return-of alienated land: .
4. Replacing the head tax with ‘an -

-income ° tax.:

5. ‘Increasing the budget for educa--
tion, cultural and "health purpose. "

The author | testlﬁes that ‘in the
“early - years™ - these-
down one by one”. "All this helped

-to “build -up the - image ~of “the
_Soviet Union as a friend who always
. fought for colonial peoples.” :
““‘the : negative . votes, .

In ‘contrast,
and abstentions oOf the United: States

““built up_ an opposite image of a
defender .of the - co]on1a1 poWers Uif

not ‘of - colomahsm

‘Before . the 'Afrlcan and’ “Asian
States had reached ‘a* strong ‘position . "
- of * influetice

Unifed States supported ‘the -colonial

powers ‘and wis not” obhged to re-
- sort to subtle methods;™ :

This, book boasts’ about Soviet -
representat:lve for many years “being"

in‘ ‘the “NATO the

kept. off - from !visiting” missions, to

trust: temtones in' Africa,-or from -

serving ‘on Petition Commiitiee and

of ‘all-kinds of obstruction to Soviet -
Uganda (less than half of one per

opposltlon to . all - forms of co]oma-
lism:: %
At the 15th Genera.l Assembly a

Soviet . proposal for “complete inde- -

pendence forthwith” and theelimi-

nation of all strongho]ds of coloma-

“‘were. voted: .

hsm was rejected, but a new motlon
put forward by 43 Afro-Asian
members- was substituted. (suppor-
ted -by the Soviet Union) which re-
tained the basic demand. for ““the
abolition of colonjalism’™ " - .
This was adopted by. 89 votes to
nil and 9 abstentions: Among those
dbstaining -were the United States,
Britain, France, Belgium, Portugal,

Spain, South Africa Austraha and.

Dominica. :
- ‘The "author bemoans the fact that

the United States hasa “bad press”

- on this'and many other i issues in the
United Nations.

He consoles ‘himself that with so- .
-many ‘colonies achieving their inde- -

pendence , there will be'less “oppor-

tunities” for ‘the Soviet Union to .

“exploit” the situation. But he re-

cognises-that a several “thorny pro-

blems” remain, notably the Portu-
' guf*se\colonles, and South Africa. -

A vahant ‘attempt is’ made to
praise- the “economic ‘aid” which

the United Nations has extended to -
Africa from  its “Specla.l Fund”,
i - civil agencies.

from 1959 to 1962.-

It does not -explain that thzs is res-
tricted to projects which provide
basic ¢heap services for the overseas
monopoly - firms -in the form of

_roads, brtdges, ports ‘and _harbours
etc, which in themselves yzeld little
-or no profit. . ’

Even so,
“only $42 million in three years—
one-sixth of a dollar per head of
the population!’

-"Even-moreé ludicrous i is ‘the glossv‘

- ‘picture- painted of loans to Africa
from the World Bank. = -

-~ A’total of 41 loans for 16 African-

--countriés ‘(at high rates of inte-
. Fest upto February 1962 to $929
-million. :

‘WHEN _THIS - IS~ BROKEN

-DOWN IT IS REVEALED. THAT

6478 MILLION - WENT " TO

'SOUTH: AFRICA, CONGO AND -

THE CENTRAL. AFRICAN FE-

-DERATION (WHICH HAS NOW

BEEN ‘DISSOLVED).
. Thisis in contrast not: only $50
million " to.. Nigeria,  Kenya, and

_¢cent! ) 'which together have a bigger
population. -

However, it -is fully recpngmsed
that United Nations™ *“‘economic ai

or ever the World Bank: occupres5 o

!
!
]
..‘A
|

Africa was allocated

only a minor ro]e in re]atron to loans - -

_and grants to -Africa.

More than 90 per cent’ of econo-‘

‘mic aid”. to- Africa consits of bila- '

teral grants and loans. -
. Because of its special relatlonshxp

with its ex-colonies France has the- S

blggest total, and in 1960 extended

loans | -and * grants amountiig * 1o
the United -

$732 | million, while
States amount was $231 million and

_‘Bntams only $144 million.

This is by ‘no means- the wholé
_ story. The United States has
- several” “channels” for- the- pene-
- tration of’ the. African countries.

In his anxiety .to. prove to -Ame- -

rican readers’ what, “‘tremendous

- efforts” ‘are being made tq “agsist”
- Africa, : the- author .gives a fairly =~

comprehensive list of these “chan'
nels.”” What are they?
"First, -there are . the pnvate”
United States orgamsatlons active

»m Africa. -

They comprlse 223 business. ﬁrms,
203 mlsslonary agencies ‘and 173
other educational, phrlanthroplc and

They are all lzsted ina State De- |

-partment report entitled -“‘Interna- -~
tional; " Educational, Cultural and- -

Related Activities for Afrzcan Coun-.
tries South. of. thé. Sahara”, pubh— -
shed in" August 1961.

It is explained thatwtheu: act1v1-_ _A
‘ties mﬁuence African opinion as

well as “‘policy makers” in”Washin-
gton, andthat some of their openly

-~ attempt " to: bring pressure on -gove-..

rnments while others deny any atte-
mpt to"influerice policy.

The " business -firms find Afrlca
extremely . proﬁtable, and . US.”
investments increased . from . $298
million m 1950 to. $925 mllhon is -
1960. -

Among the . mlssnonary soc1et1es '
60 are Cathohc 39 are Protestant -
and 54 -are 1nter-denom1natlona1

South of the Sahara there were in L

1962 ‘more than- 3,500 missionary
“workers”, and- in 1957 it was clai:
med . that 37 ‘million’ Africans: has

. been converted to Catholicism and '

27 million ‘to. the Protestant religion:
Among the - “civic” orgamsatlons
there are . councils, associations .and
clubs, which include the.:African-
Amencan Instmkte, the Afncan :

Contmued on page 9 )
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nstitute,

" interpretations

- “npational interest
-author comes
-iithat:

Contmued from page 5

" iSociety, - of - African - Culture,

the -,

dation for all ‘Africa.

“Truly a formrdable list!
These ““civic”
‘private- as they seem.

They. are agsisted by the Councrl_

on Foreign ' Relations “and
Foreign Pohey Association 10, orﬂa-

nise meetings and publish ]ournals, ;

and  extend .- their operations ;10

- the formation of branches i in varrous‘
_parts of Africa.: :

Then there . are llOOO “‘private
foundations” or philanthropic. orga-
nisations (apart) from 50,000 other

‘tax exempt _organisations), - whrch

are active in this field.
“The 'Carnegie programme for

. Africa for. 1959-60 totalled - projects -
‘to value of $1,189,500 and Rocke- -
“feller, $1,152,600.

The Ford. Foundation .did not

. begin operations until- 1951, but for’
has' now.

“training and ' research”
advanced $9,000,000 and of its

$40 ‘million grants to America uni- .
-versities for 1960 62, one-tenth” was -

allocated for African studies.:
In. 1960 alone, American univer-

srtres had no less than-76 different:
_ programmes- on various aspects of
African problems:-

One' niust nof- forget either the

.activities of the A.F.L..and CIA and

< the ICFTU regional organisations in -
" Africa for which nioney. has"been
-poured out in'recent years, especia-
- lly to resist the growth ‘of the All-
. “African ‘Trade Union "Federation

formed in 1961.

After- a; brief review of varrous-'
of - . “America’s. .

» in Africa, the
“to thc' conclusion

“It is most of all'a pohtrcal inte-

“restin having the proper - balance- of
" freedom and | “stability " in Africa.”
and''then .proceeds to -axamine this’
. from three aspects:

: economrc, and " (¢) political.-

- With the growing African opposi-
tron 10 mrhtary bases,, ‘the -new
-technique of nuclear war and the

groups are not so’

’ author asserts that if

(a) military )

uilpaet‘of the “socialist] world, it ds *

: arguied’ that " “Affica~in-'1962 con-
Studles Assocrauon, the Amerrcan E
the,
- American Commrttee on AfTica; :ihe .
iAfrica” Leaﬂue, the - African Resea-' .
irch Founddtlon, the Africdan Service:
- African-American”
‘Students Foundauon, and the Fouii- -

tamed fewer Western military assets

“thar Furopeans ‘had: hoped for”.
At ‘the same ' time | the United .

Slates cannot - ignore the new - dis-

-.coveries of mineral deposrts in Afri-
-ca- useful-for war purposes, or _its

growing - need for ‘raWw materials

which ‘may increase its. dependence .
-~ on ‘African resources. *

THE ‘ECONOMIC ASPECT IS

- 'LINKED WITH THE MILITARY"
* ASPECT, AND THE EXPLOITA-
“TION-OF AFRICA’S OIL, IRON
- ORE, '‘BAUXITE AND OTHER
‘RESOURCES 1S- EMPHASISED-
< AS- BEING ESSENTIAL FOR-

THE UNITED STATES.
EOR THIS REASON U.S. GO-

_.VERNMENT AGENCIES ARE
"TAKING AN
'SHARE IN PROCURING THESE
"RESOURCES IN THE“NATION-
"AL INTEREST”.

It also .underlines the ‘decisive
nnportance of the Common Market

as a means for the “restoration of a
sound European economic and in .

the interests of furthering the aspira.
tions of African peoples ‘

In Gther words, to maintain Africa
as a reserve to produce: mn'rerals and

‘raw- ‘materials lor the nnperrahst's

countries ! = -

From the polrtlcal standpomt the
¢“democracy
is to-flourish in the United -States,

Afrée institutions must also- continue,

to_exist’ in_other: fortunate parts ‘of

,thc world”. "y at

AMERICAS ALLIES '

' He-lumps together “the drctator- :
shrp of Khruschev, Hitler, Francg,
Mussolini and Salazar”,

Hitler  and ' Mussolini , are gone; - .
" so it is-safe to condemn them!
.But no word of condenmatlon for*

the facist Verwoerd.in South Africa,

.Chiang Kai Shek, of the ‘American
,“plllars of dcmouacy” which have

been set up in South Korea, Thai-

“larid, Iraq and many parts of Latin

Amerrca

Certainly nothing about democra-
“tic rights for American: Negroes!

The author declares: “It is in_our

- national interest ' for *Africa to're-

main-.free of Commumst dictator-

ship”, which ‘means in practice that: -
'Afrlca should refuse to have frrendly

l
- N
. I

INCREASING .

-in -Africa, »
. U.S. Foreign Service - officers”

‘numero us:-10 mention,

|

relatlons with the socialist countries.

i To. prevent this- development it -
“'seems-to be in America’s “national = .
~interest’ to support one-party sys- .

tems; two-party systems—anything,

providing it -does not mcan the L
advancement. of socmhst 1deas m .o

Africa!.

-~ To protect 1ts “national mterest

-in. Africa and elsewhere in the- -

‘world,. the United States is obliged

to build up a hu"e admmrstratrve e

machmc

STATE DEPARTMENT

‘ In the chapter “The Making: of ‘
African Polrcy,

ing the personnel of the U.S. Depart-
1mnt of- State from -4,726 in 1930
with a budget of §I5 million to a
budget of $a31 million in 1960 and
since ilien. it has risen far more.

The author is hiinself a Professor

of African Studies, a Director of
Programmes for African Studies;
Chairnian of the State Department’s
Advisory Council on African

Aftdirs, ‘and ‘an extensrve traveller S
_.over. Africa. . - . '

A new, development in I uly 1958
‘was the formation of a “Bureau of
African Affairs”. under an Assistant

Secretary of State; and an increase .~ -
.of {ull-time olﬁcers from 44 in'1960 -

to 97 in 1962,

“This is now the main power-.
house” for United States operations
where - the number of :
has”
increased from 664 in 1957 to 1,359
in July.1961. The U.S. “Bureau of

“ African” Affairs” is’ the_majn -politi-

cal - channel,- but tHere are many
more which enable the United States -

" 10 penetrate into Africa.

The .-Agency for Intcrnational

" Development has no less than 1,310

U.S, ‘representatives in Africa. -
. The' so-calléd “Pcacé Corps?, has

‘Teached. nearly 10,000. The Umted_'- )

States Information Agency (USIA)-
has 133. olﬁcers -and 476 trained

-propagandists in Africa in 1962 at

43 U.S. - “Information - centres in -
31 African cities. -
Through'  various~ channels too -

0 the Umtec]
States “uses™ films, books, television . -
and radio relay stations; and buys:

"up African newspapers to-influence

Africads in the Umted States 1tself'
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(The New State-

n Aid in American’
y. by George Liska). .

ast apparatus in the
rica’s aimg in- Affiea,
o means confident,
ions are stccessful,
iscriminatjone d"dlllSt

United States 1tself

‘coitrast. to. the abseiice of racial -
diserimination in ‘the Soviet Union.

\

¥

aid is wholly msc-
1 politics and is al-
pomu:' instrument of’

“At the helght of the cbntroversy
over the: colonial

tions. Tlle racial -discrimination
to which American "Negroes are

still subjécted is even: harder to

explain “ to -Africans: Since. the
Soviet Union-in contrast. has es-
caped identification with racialism
and colonialism,

in Afll(_d has little effect, dnd in

fact is often regarded by Afl'lLdnS".
as deceptive counter-propaganda ’

to- vonceal American support for
Western colonialism™.

moiiey spent on American; st1v1ty
reapm(7 a rich reward.

‘After the -Addis: Ababa' )
rence of Afucan Heads of State 1

-Question . it was”
- extremely difficult to make palat-
.able propaganda out. of U.S. -
- fence-sitting i the United ‘Na-

American pro-. -
pagz_mda.ab_ou't Soviet ‘colonial- -
ism’ and the threat of communism.

"It certainly seems as if- all the.'

May, 1963, it is even more difficult
to dor so..
United™ States Ues with fascist

circles in South  Africa and Portu- .

gal will reach bredking point when "

the Addis - Ababa decnslons
translated into practice.
The -author closes his ‘book wnh

“the Warning that “We must attune

ourselves to this revolutionary spirit
in Africa,” and declares:
“If we fail in the effort, we may
find our.: present’ systenm of inter-
national ~security ~collapsing all
round us within the next det.ade”

What the dl.lﬂ'l()l n,dlly means “is
_that fhe United States will no longer

“'be able fo exercise domination over )
! the African continent. . * .
AND” WITH THIS CONCLU- -

, and. propaganda .in- Africd, 1s not _"5'SION ONE CAN ONLY EXPRESS

-THE FULLEST AG REEMENT

are:




	Pages from Cox voa-4-5-6-2.pdf
	Pages from Cox voa-4-5-6-4.pdf



