UNTIL the: 1964 Genera| Elec'hon fhe pollhcal sufuahon in’ Brrl'am wnll" .
Prime Minister and his Cabinet are ..

be extremely unstable. The new
General Election before October

" not bound by constitution to declare a
- 1964, but .growing opposition ‘to.Tory policy may force him to do so
- long, before then. The longer the election is delayed

» |+ will become_for the present. Goverriment.

"The cond1t10ns ‘under which Lord. Home w.as'

-+ “chosen” as Prime Minister have brought' Tory

~/influence in Britain and-in the Commonwealth
" down to it§ lowest level since the Tory defeat in-

1945. For many months before his resignation,
- the position of the former Prime Minister, .Mr.
- Harold Macmillan, had been undenmned by

“the

failure of the

Government’s economic

- policy, the attitude-of Britain on the Common

 Market, divisions within. the. Cabinet on nuclear |
. strategy, and the Profumo ' scandal—which led |

~ to the’ res1gnat10n of the War Minister.

" lan ‘to - resign.  Within the

, - Long before the . Tory.
o Conference in ~
strong pressure was being

October;
brought upon Mr. Macmil-

. Tory upper circles, there
- “were all. kinds of iitrigues

“and  rhanoeuvres
~ . the’ choice "of @ successor. -
- During the Conference, ‘Mr..

around

- Macmillan- was forced to

Wt

 UNPOPULAR CHOICE-

The chorce of the 14th_
* aristocratic -

undergo an emergency suf-

gical operation, -preventing’
- him from making the final |

speech to the Conference.
This “led to even sharper
rival groupings within the

“Tory - upper - circles, - and
- more secret’ pressures to in-
fluence- the choice. of a

SUCCCSSOI‘

‘earl, ‘Lord,

' Home,, by ‘M. Macmrllan

~ (and accepted by

the

“cratic.

- Queen), served to arouse an

even greater measure of po-.

pular indignation. To make .
matters worse, Lord Home -

was not even-a member of

the. House of Commons..

Tc become a member he
had to renouhce hls) aristo-
title (and is now.
known as Sir Alec Douglas:

Home), and contested the

by-election in Kinross, Scot-
land, on November 7—a
constituency with a ‘safe’”
Tory majority of 12,000 in
the last -Genéral Election.

To serve. Sir Alec’s per--
sonal convenience, the: new

session- of the . House of
Commons (which had “not.

met. since last (July) was.
-postponed from OCtober 29

to November 12.

"Sir Alec’s pohtlcal re-
cord is extremely unpopular.

in Britain and throughout |
He g

" the Commonwea]th.

' Prime Mmlster
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IDRIS COX

'was anate Secretary to

‘Mr... Neville  Chamberlain,
-the - British Prime Mlmster,

betrayed to the aggression
of - Nazi Germany. This

‘Hitler to launch the second
world war.

Chamberlam is

not Sir: Alec. Without a
‘blush of: 'shame, he still triés
to ]usttfy the Munich be-
trayal.. His' open contempt

fence of colomahsm, and
his attacks on some of the
independent _states’ within
the Commonwealth is
equalled by his anti--Com-

the outstanding exponent of
the most blatant, reaction-

ary, and aggressive circles

~of British monopoly: capi-
talism. It is not surprising
“that Sir Roy - Welensky,

spokesman of white seftler

-domination in-Central Afri- |

ca, was among thé first to
welcome* -the ‘new British.

PROBLEMS

Cabinet ‘are not only, faced

| with rising political opposi-

tion in- Britain, but -also
with increasing conflicts and
divisions within the Com-
monwealth. This-was al-
ready ~evident 'in 1963, - in
‘relation to the attempt ' to
join ‘the Common Market,
the economic - problems "of
the newly-mdependent sta-
tes, and the “defence”.plans
of -British -imperialism.

"] There is every prospect that

these divisions will become
more acute during 1964,

Bntam,s plan to ]om~the_

| Common Market was a
-| fiasco. -However, the first’

step taken by Mr. Butler;
.new Foreign Minister, was

1 to attend. a meeting of Fo-

reign Ministers of the West-

(WEU), and there are ob-
vious: -moves bemg made
for’ .closer economic ‘ and
‘political relations’ with the
six- countries " of - the Com-

R} mon Market.
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Despite Britain’s . exclu-
sion. last year ' from the

f | Common Market, the trend-
.of British monopoly is still -

towards closer relations with
the United States.and the

E countries. of Western Eu-

fope.. With them, Britain’s
trade ‘is mcreasmg, in - con-
trast to. its dechnmg trade
the * ' Cothmonwealth
countries. In relation to the
apartherd isystem -in_South

| Africa, and the dommatlon
'} of ‘the white:settler minority
“kin Southern “Rhodesia, there

are sharp conflicts between

'th'e “close ” +links ‘of. the
Commonwealth cannot ‘hide

“was no Conference:of- Com-

_monwealth Premrers
11963, and no- decision has
been taken. for a Conference
. 1964. While the Com--

.‘_ monufe'alth

" *“links™

" exist,

and was with him in Mu- |
nich  in September 1938
when Czechoslovakia was

gave -the  green light to

dead..
Many who supported ‘him
then have since recognised
‘their serious. blunder. But.| gr

of ‘the United Nations, de- .

-munist . spleen. Sir - Alec is.-

Srr Alec and | hrs new.

ern European Union |

-} Britain and ‘the mdependent
“ \states in Africa. = |-
All the propaganda about .

| Sierra 'Leone, -
“Tanganyika, 9 million;

 { these: conflicts, In contrast
‘with -prévious . years, there -

still |

weaker than ‘ever.

act as' a ““gnified -force” on

‘ “récent years, Western Ger-
, ~. _-many and Japan have made
they are becommg.
The
-Commonwedlth is unable to

any decisive aspects of

: world aﬂ?arrs

’ ECONOMIC T RENDS

RES

'| world. The value of world
' Thi€ root problem of. Brx- ;
- tish - monopely - caprtahsm

is its* weakened -pesition in

the capitalist .world. >This.
-arises from the crisis facing

with the
owth “of the socialist
world ,and the advance to-
wards ‘national liberatlon,

‘and is' expressed in the in-
_creasing number of  inde-

pendent states within the
British Commonwealth.
Alongside this is the rela-

tain’ s expense.

tively stronger position of |
 the United States and West-
ern Germany, and their in-

creasing - penetration. within |
the Commonwealth, at Bri-.

- lar area’. There was a far
!'greater and -

" wealth - countries - after the

from * £8,400. * million

_crease 'of ‘only 21 per cent.
The share of -the- Common-. -

‘exports declined from 24.6
’per cent to 23.1 per cent.

i3

more rapid:
advance into all Common-

second - world “war, and in
a b1g ‘penetration .into ‘Bri-

tain’s traditional markets,:
partrcularly in Africa. -

In the five years 1958-

1962 ‘the econOmic . position
of the Commonwealth has
declined in- relation to that
of .the rest of the capitalist

exports rose from £34,100
million to £44,300 million
—an increase of 30 per,
.cent.” ‘The  value of Com-
monwealth exports went up"
to
£10,200 -million —.and inZ

wealth “in capitalist world

RISE OF- IMPORTS

World capltahst imports’
rose from £36, 000 million

‘to £47,100 million—also -
‘about 30 per cent, and total
Commonwealth imports’

| yose from £10,300 million

Ecdnomrc relations. with-
in the Commonwealth have
always - been unequal, but
far more so in:recent years.
They are based on the: in-
terests ‘of British monopoly-
caprtahsm in securing cheap
food, primary products, and

‘| raw - materials from. other

countries Of. ‘the -'Common-.
wealth. The gap “Between

‘the declining prices of these

products “and ‘the increasing
prices of capital and manu-

-factured goods, the Com-

monwealth countries have
to purchase from Britain is

‘becoming -wider every year.

Before Indian mdepend-

ence in 1947 more than 86 |-
_per cent of the Common-
wealth population was in

the colonial countries. Since

-then - 14" of . these countrres

have won their political in-
dependence From the
standpoint of “constitution-
al”’ relations, they are now
‘“equal members”
Commonwealth, but from
the economic standpoint
they are ‘still undeveloped,

‘'suffering from' the heritage -

of colonialism, and the liv-

ing standards of their peo--

ples are. far below those in
Bntam : A

COMMONWEALTH
POPULATION

Apart from the older
members 'of the Common-
wealth-—Canada, - Australia

and New Zealand—the new-

ly mdependent states now

of .the-

comprise’ nearly 90 per

-cent -of: the ‘total Common-

wealth~population. The re-

mainingcolonies constitute

less than 4 per cent-—main-

1y the territories in Central
and Southern Africa. -The
states 1.
and their estimated popu".- '
India,
‘450 million; Pakistan, 100
‘million; Ceylon, 10.million; .
‘Malayasia, 10 million; Cy-

newly - independent

‘tion are as follows:

prus, '600,000; - . Ghana, 7
million;” Nigeria, 40 million;

Uganda, 7 million; Kenya,
9 . million; .

"Even before the second

‘expense  of . Britain, and

Canada came into the “dol-‘

3 million;

Zanzibar,
* 300,000; Jamaica, 2 ‘million
‘and Trinidad, 1 million.

in | world war, the United States .
-had ‘advanced “its economic
Jposition in Canada: ‘at. the -

per- cent.

“cent in 1962.. Clearly,

to £12,200 million—only ‘19
The Common-
wealth ‘share of world im-
ports declined - from - 28.9°
per cent to 25.8 per cent.
Trade within' the Com-

monwealth conntrres also
" declined - sharply

during
these five 'years—from 39-

_per cent of their totial ex-

ports- in 1958 to 34 per’
cent in 1963, and from 35.
per cent of their total im-
ports in 1958 to 31 per
the
economic position of the-
Commonwealth within the

n caprtahst world has steadily -

declined in recent years.
Within this framework of
dechmngr mtra-Common-

_wealth trade, the decline in .

British - trade ~ with other.
Commonwealth countries . is
most striking. Britain’s share
of imports from other Com-:

‘monwealth countries;declin- |
ed from 24 per cent in 1958
“to 21 per cent in 1962; and

the. Commonwealth share of '

exports _from - Britain ‘Tell |

from 34 per cent to 31 per
cent :

Durmg this perlod Bri--
tain’s share of Australia’s

-exports fell from 30 per
‘| cent to 20 per cent; New.

Zealand’s exports fell from
56 per cent to 49 per cent,
and Nigerja’s exports fell
from 60 per cent in 1957
to 42 per cent in 1962

Imports from- Brltam in-

‘to Commonwealth countries -

show a similar trend. Aus-

-tralia. nnported 40 per cent

from Britain in’ 1958 but -
only 31 per cent in 1962.:
New Zealand - dropped its
imports 'from 53 per cent |
to 42 per cent, and Ghana
from 44 per cent.to 34 per
cent.

The most rapid dechne
in  Britain’s trade with
Commonwealth - . countries
was in the last year of this
five-year . period 1961-1962.
The value of British exports
to India went down 23 per

_cent, to Ghana 26. per cent, -

to Nigeria 15 per cent; to
Rhodesia 12 per cent, and

-to New Zealand' 14 per

cent.. The biggest decline in
Commonwealth ‘imports . in-

'} to"Britain was 20 per cent
from, Malaya (mainly rub-

ber), ‘and 6 per ‘cent each -

_from -India, - ngerla and

Rhodesia.
In contrast to thls declm-

ing trend within the Com- '.especially ‘the . newly-inde-

.countrles

“rapidly—by .

monwealth the value of

“Conimonwealth “trade  with
- the United "States went up

from  £1,688 ~million - in-

1958, ‘to £2, 134 million m

1962—an - increase¢ of- 26

per cent—while - that - with-

Britain went up 19 per-cent.

Comionwealth imports

from the United States rose
from £2,018 million to
£2.652: mrlhon——an increase
of :32. per cent, and British
imports - from’ US by 36

’ per cent. -

**” While- the value of Brr-
tish -exports. to ~Common-
wealth . countries - declined,

it rapidly increased with the
of West--

ecn Europe. In1962,

‘the -total value -of - British

exports to ' Western
Europe stood ~at £1, 360
million, - which -was £133 |

‘million -more than': to" - the
- whole ‘Commonwealth. Bri-

tish -trade -with Western
Europe increased by-11 per
.cent - in- 1960, by. 16 ‘per:
cent in 1961, and by 14
per cent m 1962 S

BRITAIN S
CONTRIBUTION

The six countnes of the .
Commion Market received :
53 per cent of British ex-
ports- to Western Europe,

amounting to. £780 million’

= inore ‘than’ the total of ;

‘British exports to-the Unit-

ed States, Canada, and-Latin -
America put. together. This
trend- grew in' the first half

1 of - 1963, ‘when exports- to
- Common" Market countries .

rose by..17 per .cent, as
against- 8 _per cent to the
“sterling area’’, and Western
Germany became. Britain’s.
third largest market follow-
ing the Umted States and

"Australia.

Despite . Bntam ’s mabrhty

to enter the Common Mar-
ket, it is to the six Common |.

Markeét countries, - that ~her
exports have mcreased most
69 per cent
from - 1958 to 1962, com-

- pared w1th an increase of
44 ‘per: “cent to the seven.
" countriés’ of . the “EurOpean
_Free Trade -Area”. ~

~-All this serves to empha-

_sise that- British monopoly

caprtahsm by 'no. means.
ives first -place ‘to its eco-

' nomic and trading relations

with - the' rest’ of the Com-"

“monwealth, ' but  primarily

with the United ‘States and
Western Europe. At the’

‘Same titne,: rmperrahst Bri-
tain exploits the resources

of -the --Commonwealth—

- _“f'

Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Preszdenz‘ of
~ Ghana.

“up its 1mpenahst system,

- overseas. monopoly \firms
.are so vast in character that -

Canada, but does ingc
some small . countnes} out-

:which invest overseas ‘and: .
| derive these ‘huge . proﬁts

“went

pendent States-—to bolster '

maintain its colossal jarms

. programme, and resist any -

weakening of its posrtron in
face of the growing zpres- :
sure of United . States 1m-

perrahsm ' '

~. l

PRICES AND PROFITS ’- ;-

The operatrons of Bntrsh

théy are not. confined to

‘the  Commonwealth. Nearly
“two-thirds of Britain’s over-
seas proﬁts come from rwrth-

in. the “sterling area”—
which does not’ include
lude

srde the Commonwealth
l
" The 1962 annual balance
of - payments_reveals| that

investments abroad for-the .
four years 1958- 61 was
£1,271 million, but total .

'proﬁt for the same penod :
| (after payment of tax) was .
£2,654 million—more| than -

double the total new mvest-
ments. In the sterhng area
it was ‘'more than" !three

‘times the total new mvest-

ment

Equally 1mportant ,
fact that it is the big
British:  monopoly _|f

A recent investigation . in
Britain ° (reported in| ‘the
Board of Trade Journal,
April 19, - 1963), revealed -
that 73 per cent of British
overseas profits in 11961
to 230 monopoly .
mini-

firms, -each makrng a

mum. profit of £250,000 .

—and: these firms represent. '

only . 13 per cent of the .

1720 British monopoly

firms engaged in- overseas

explortatron s

~Most ‘recent ﬁgures are -
‘in the March 1963 annual

report on Britain’s balance '

of payments giving a, total
,of £5,645 million from Bri-

tish property ‘income ‘re-

“ceived from abroad between

1958 and 1962—an ‘annual-
average of £1,129: mnlhon

ment of ‘taxes, for. under
1 another . hea.dmg “Interest
Profits. "and Dlvrdend

. (after. payment of- tax) the -

total - for- this - period- . is
£3,518 rmllron—an, annual

“average - of \\£704 m:lhon, |

reaching its highest point in
1962 at -£765 mrlhgg. S

Contmued on page 15

" l
: 4

,the total of British. private

This figur¢ is before| pay- 7

i
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' However, this does not

-~ include an annual average-

of £648 million: shrppmg

" credits during this’ period,

and oil and insurance pro-
fits are totally - excluded.:

‘Despite all measures to con-'

ceal the full scale of profits”

- “from abroad, it seems clear
.- that the total is not far
"~ below £2,000 million a year. .

s

One ‘of the most lucrative
sources of- thesé. increasing |
profits arises from the fa--

jvourable terms of trade for

© - the ‘imperialist countries—
-~ the' declining prices of pri-

imary. goods and raw. mate-
rials exported by; the colo--

" npies . and - newly-independ-

“ent" countnes, and the. in- -

creasing prices of . capital
and - ‘manufactured . goods

- . sold back to them. -

. the volume-'of exports. has |

‘In ‘the African - countries

nearly doubled in the past

V decade, but their value (due.|

to the declining prices on

" the" capitalist world market,

o has inereased by less- ‘than |
o ten

 cent. Some coun-

T tries, dependmg on their

- export  products,

suffer
worse than others. Between

' 1954 and 1960 Uganda’s.

- volume of exports increased

by 85 per cent, but its in-
come from exports inCreas-

A ed by only 5 per.cent. -

T ARTECYREERA R

L Dr: A“zzktwe, : Governor- .
) General of Nzgerza

- the previous
'Ghana’s volume of exports .
.had gone up by 85. _per

_PERCENTAGE OF

~ EXPORTS. *
" Compared with 1954-55,
TNrgerra s . cocoa . export

1ncreased in -volume

- By 120 per-cent, but export
- values ‘declined by -3 per
 cent.” When? addressing a

meetmg of the World Bank’

in  Washington . early in

Ottober,- 1963, Mr. Goka,
Gha.nas -Minister- of- Fr-
nance pointed out’ that in..
five 'years

cent, but her export earnings

' had dropped by-42 per cent,
" ‘while prices -of imported |

manufactures- had mgreased

- considerably. & -~

~ This situation’ creates se-
rious problems’ for. the
newly-independent . states in -

- their. efforts to- buﬂd the
. foundations for a.new and
mdependent balanced eco-
-nomy which will provide

higher living standards.
Though they produce more
‘wealth a greater share goes

: abroad and a smaller share

Dr. Julzus‘ Nyerere
Preszdent of Tanganyzka,

v

' is avmlable o transtorm the

old economy v
Nor are' the newly mde-
pendent -states -able to solve.
their ‘problems - by. - loans -
from the World Bank and.
‘the - imperialist~ “countries
-with: their high rates of in-
terest. In their attempts to
do-sp they . have sunk deep-
‘er -and deeper: into . -debt.

In November, 1962, -the
“monthly ]oumal Overseas
Review (published by Bar-
clay s Bank, which operates
in. most parts of the Comi-
monwealth) made thts com-

ment; :

‘It has been estzmated that

" 134 countries, with popu-
lations  representing 70
per cent of the under-
“developed world, doubled

- their external -debt “be-
- tween 1956 . and 1961I;

. during the same. penod
- their total export earnings
zncreased by only 15 per .
,cent ‘

~Repayment of mterest and
* capital has “now become:
such a  burden that. many
new. states can no longer
afford to contract for new
.external loans. The 1963
report of the World Bank °
estimates. that “‘in 32 less-

"developed countries - toge- .

ther, these. payments. NOW,

“absorb 7 per cent of export-

earnings, compared with. 3
per cent in 1958”. (Econo-
-mist, 10.8.63).: :

- Faced :with ‘this situation
all that ‘the British Govern-
ment mtends to do in the
‘matter is to ‘make a. ‘“for-
ward-looking economic sur-
vey of the Commonwealth,
made up from the plans
and forecasts of individual
member countries, as a way |

~of helping them . to-expand

trade within -the Common-
1 wealth™ (ananczal szes

26.9. 63)

PRESSU RE

" Far from ass1stmg the
new independent states: the
more likely aim-of this sur-
'vey is to bring pressure to
bear  upon them to slow
‘down. their economic plans.
‘This is designed to.- protect
the slender reserves of -the
‘sterling area,” and to main-
tain London as the financial
centre with power to extend
- or -restrict all financial ope-
rations. This- seems. appa-
rent from the emiphasis of
“L.ombard”, the Financial
Times expert

“For it ‘would be most -
. unfortunate for dl if a
weakening of . the basic.
position of sterling on this
account were to be un-
derlined by a combined
movement - by = overseas
sterlmg countries into.se-
. rious payments deficit |
‘arising from . over-hasty
implementation: of  deve-
_ lopment programmes or
other factors.”.
(Fmanczal szes, 4.10. 63)

Th1s warnmg is- in line
w1th imperialist - aims -(both
before and after colonies
win their mdependence) to.

" Dr..Milton Obote,

' ,P‘r"ime Minister " of »l('gianda‘

- the -

ceal their exploitation - of
‘the new states, the British.

‘new - legislation,
velopment Corporation”

into_ the : new - “Common-
-wealth’ Development Cor-

i poratlon

,However, ‘the aim re-

‘mains the same. To extend

loans at -current interest

-rates to- provide public ser-:

vices and .other forms of

‘poly firms.
‘the new Act, Mr.

In introducing
John

‘State” for the Common-

‘‘private enterprise has un-’
doubtedly done a fine ]ob”

vate funds- should be "the"
‘main contributor- to deve-

lopment in the independent
Commonwealth”? (House of
"Commons,  19: 6: 63). -

IN'T’ERNAL'OCONFLICTS

Imperrahst economlc ex-

“ploitation is the -basis of

‘growing conflicts within the
Commonwealth, These ex-
press themselves in contra-
dictory economic aims and
in the striving of indepen-
dent ‘states to extend their
trade beyond the economic
boundaries of. the. “sterling’

in the obvious contrast be-

Britain (as also in Canada,
Australia and New Zea<
land), “and - the shocking:

independent states. It takes-
the economic form of-racial
dlscnmmatlon " (prosperity
for whites and poverty for
coloured peoples), and po-
litically is intensified by the
‘1962 - ,Commonwealth Im-.
migrants’ Act which gives-
preference to -
Jmmigrants -to - Britain as
agamst coloured ~immig-
rants froin -Asia, Africa and
the Caribbean territories. 1n
the West Indles

Australia; - Canada, and
associated .- with . Britain’s
“defence pacts”— NATO,
:CENTO and’.SEATO—and
“adhere instead to a policy
of positive non-ahgnment
This . does not mean that
they are - neutral in the
struggle against’ imperial-
ism. On the contrary, the
African . national = move-
ments and the governments
of the independent states of
Africa’ are determined to
- advance to a new. stage for
the liberation of the whole
African continent, = more
_particularly  the African

and Mozambiqueé..
are the centres . of white
settler domination, and - the
Rritish Govemm_ent 18
extremely anxious to bolster
up its position- m these: ter-
| ritories. .

ed the stage of planning to
give . the utmost. assistance
-to end colonial rule in théir
territories, evén to the ex-'}
tent of armed struggle. In
- the’ General Assembly of |
the United Nations - sharp
condemnation has been ex--
pressed of whrte settler: do--

} ‘mination in. South Africa-
| and - Southern - ‘Rhodesia,
and demands that all Unit- |
| ed Nations members should |

| stop.sénding arms to. South ' |
| Africa, break off diploma-

“tic relations, . ‘and” boycott

-all tradmg relatlons. -

restnct:ithe growth of ins |

-| dustrialisation -and ‘a i ‘bal-
anced ‘modern economy. in
‘newly-independent
statés. In an attémpt to con= |

Government: has -adopted -

‘changing -
“the ‘former’ “COIOmal De-

‘aid- to the overseas mono-,.

_Tilney, Under-Secretary of |
wealth pomted out - that -

‘and that “meanwhile, pri- .

area’. They are ' apparent |

tween living standards in .

mass poverty in_the newly-

European

Most members of the.
Commonwealth (apart from

New Zealand), refuse to be

‘peoples of South Africa,.
Southern Rhodésia, Angola,
These .

"United Natlons in’ relation

to., its plans to transfer | -
| bers. of the Common- £
settlers in Southern Rhode- 4
~sia; "and the -
-armed forces - o
“to them from the, Central: |

soverelgnty to , the. -white.

Afncan ‘Federation
‘this is dissolved 6n] Decem-

“ber ‘31, 1963. In the Secu-
ity “Council | on: Septemberi
- | 13, .the. vote was" eight { -
.| against Britain and two
_abstentions. (United - States
and - France), ‘with Britain |
alone voting against;, thus-|
‘'using the veto righits of a-

permanent member of the
‘Security Council to’ prevent

tlon
Britain also stood alone

with . Portugal and South.

Africa in the United Na-
tions demand for the Afri-

can right of independence
in the Portuguese colonies

of Angola and Mozamblque

in Africa, and was also op-
posed to the United Nations -
resolution in favour of the
. British Government . nego-

tiating . independence - for |
British Guiana m the West |
{-Indies.

DIVISIONS WITHIN
COMMONWEALTH

. Of the. 16 member coun-;
tries of the British . Com-.

monwealth, more than two-

_thirds  are opposed to Bri-

tish imperialist- policy ‘in .its
most
“defence”, colonialism,
economic development of
independent states, racial
discrimination -and thé co-

‘lour ‘bar. These are the in-

dependent . states - of Asia,

Africa, and the Caribbean. .

The operation of the Com-
.monwealth Immrgrants Act
(up for renewal in Decem-

“ber 1963),'is mamly directed

to the exclusion of immi-

grants. from thes¢ countries,”
‘and has aroused. - indigna-’
tion from the independent

states of Jamaica, Trinidad,
etc., which on other matters
.are ‘on terms of close co-

| operation with the British.
_ Government -

Even the - “whlt
bers of the Commonwealth

| find it difficult to*’support:

Britain- on -all ~important
issues within the United
Natlons An  influential
. British weekly journal- The
Economist -made th1s com-
ment. on the vote on Sou-
thern Rhodesra ‘ :

“Nezther Australza nor

_ Canada ‘nor any of the

continental - Europeans,

" -feel able to back Britain’s ||
present .policy_ in South- §

éern Rhodesza” (12 10.63).

FUTURE PROSPECTS }

In Apnl 1963 the Com-
monwealth Relattons Oﬁ"lce
sitvated in London, orga-

nised a week-end conference |

at which .problems of the
Commonwealth. were under

dlscussron ‘All‘those attend- |

ing were staunch upholders

-of the Commonwealth, but’

several of them expressed

o R serious alarm about the
. The African liberation
movements have now reach- |

future prospects. The main
conclusions of. the - confe-
rence were: published in a
booklet entitled - “The
‘Future -of the Common-
wealth: A British View”.

* The report of- the “Poh
‘tical’ Sub-Committee”. was
-given - by ‘Richard . Gould-

Adams, Chairman of -the'}
Council of the Instltute of 1
Strateglc ‘Studies in “which'

1t was admltted that

- “In the last. few ‘yea."s
" the - validity  of - our for-

" mal ties. with the Com~ }|
‘monwealth “has ~been |
‘weakened to some extent

Bnta.m s more 1solated1. o
than ever also. w1thm the

-when:{ .

" :wealth by virtue of -our .

the adoptlon of the resolu- :

‘to pieces in the cockpit of -
Southern Africa”, and Mr.
‘Gould-Adams hrmself re-

AMr Gould-Adams expres-

| African- opinion was real’”’,
‘and that “this Communist:| _

dec1s1ve ‘aspects—

‘economic aid to the inde-
‘ pendent states of the. Com-

by the " political . distrust .
. of - our " (British) polzcy p
. which' has "grown up. in -
some - of the. new .mem-

: wealth (page 8)

: “We are to some ‘ex-.

. tent -discredited in our
"relations wzth the under-~
- developed  and - uncom-

mitted nations - of the~

- world, 'ofi whom - many

aré ‘the . Commoiz-
~_partzczpatlon in
the :
‘ship.” (page 9)

In relatlon to the srtua-
tion in Afnca, one of the
speakers in the discussion
quoted a statement of ' Ge-. .
peral Smuts long ‘ago that".

“the experiment of Com- ":

monwealth may be smashed:

ferring to South Africa and’
Southern Rhodesia;
ed - “On both these issues .
it- was felt: that the - Com- ~
monwealth could - be torn -

apart” (p 16)
" Faced w1th th1s s1tuatton
sed the view that “‘the dan-

ger of .a swing towards
Communism' on the part of

danger is - somethmg that

strikes - at the “root of. the’ ,.the world are making a big

problem of dealing with the
two- parts of the Common-~
wealth, the old and the

new’”: (p 16).--

ECONOMIC AID

. There is no; doubt that
this fear has mcreased by
the expansron of socialist

»

. monwealth by the/grantmg

Aeconomlcs. S

“the British - Commonwealth."
‘'the socialist world;

|-the ‘pace for. the expulsion -
| of South Africa. ¥f the Bri-

'dependent states mll them-g

Atlantic. pan‘ner-- -

warn-".

- Jomo "Kenyat't'a,

_of loans at low . rates of in-
terest - (2 and 2% per . cent)
and by the export of machi-
iery to -assist the transfor-
mation of their backward

1"..- )

The tglgantlc changes in
impact on relations - wrthm'

Two years -ago, the newly
independent _states s \forced

tish Goyernment' persists in -
its present attitude to South .| .
Africa and Southern Rho-
desia, a situation may- arise.
when some of -the new in-:

‘tion, the struggle in;

Przme Mzmster of Ken'};a; "

selves “decide to abandon -
their membership . of the
Commonwealth _

- [ L

A great deal w1ll depend" -
upon political developments'
in 1964, the outcome
forthcoming General

Asia; .
Africa, and .the Caribbean-

against new forms oﬁ :colo- "
nialism,, and. the advance of * -~
One .

thing is clear. The | Com-
monwealth is no: longer in -

:a ‘position to exert a.deci-
‘sive _influence  in jworld.

aﬁalrs and this will serve to

weaken the main prop of -
‘British- 1mpenal1sm ‘and to °
|: advance the ‘causeof! peace
‘and socialism' in’ Britain.

mem-'
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