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“A F RICAN
SOCIALISM g

SCIENTIFIC

 SOCIALISM?

"The People
: -*confused th
crefely. it
socialism an
Socialism'.r

v democrahc
"phrases that cover up a mulhfude of anh-somal

ist sins'" "The Spark" Aprll 3 |964,‘

's. Political. F‘qree Eas_' to rid:ifsélf' of ‘
inking-on what so‘cialiém' is. Moré con- .
must’ .unf‘url?:fhe banné_l" of scientific
d stop chaeing. illusions like Afﬂcan
Arab Socialism, 'p'ré'gmaii‘c soéialfsm‘.
socialism and. such- other beautiful:

b

HE newly independent states are
" still faced with -big . problems.
Experience has proved that political
independence’ alon¢ cannot- remove
the heritage. of colonialism. More-
over, : mlpcrlallsm finds new ways

in -which to tighten its economic

erip, retain its pohtxcal‘ influence,
and - exercise its domination. The
independent states will  have to

wage an ever sharper struggle against

the strategy of neo- -colonialism.
. The timeliness of "this warning
was revealed soon after when Presl-

dent Abbe Youlou of the Republic

of ~Congo (formerly French)  was
ovcrthrown in. August, 1963 and
President Miga of Dahomey” was,

forced to resign in October, 1963.

In both cases the armed. revolt
against them 'was suppor ted by thc

: ‘trade unions.’

THE NEYT STEP: y
What is the next step ‘forward for

theé - independent - African States 2
This is now the sub]ect of intense
dxscussnon, not only in Alrica, but.

“in the néw states in Asm,,m the

-#4ocialist world, and even in Britain. .

Will the ‘new African states ‘take

the path of capitalist development,
. or will they advance on the socialist
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roéad ? Can they -find a "“irielit'rd'lA’L
road” which is nc1ther capitalist nor:

SOCld]lSt r

“Some. of the new Atrlcan : states:;
are/only just emerging. from tribal

soucty and are only in the earliest

-stage.of building a new natlon Will
stages -
*of €conomic and social deveropment
,dndf by-pass the- path ot capnahstf

they be - able to “jump”

development ?
Is there-a “new * path of capltal-

ist development in the new African.

states: In most of themthe econo-

mic| grip of overseas monopoly..

firms is still ‘strong.

T[ he aim of the imperidisty was
not ito build up an independent and

ba[anced national economy, but 1o .
cextract the maximum amount of

|
natural and mmeru[ weulth, drain

awdy colossal profzts, and get ‘the

maximuin benefit from_th clin- -
fit fro e decli ‘cldss force. Apart from @ few small

ing przce.s of raw materials and pri-
mary producm in return for.increus-

ing prices for the capital and manu--
fuctured goods. exported to these -
- countries. This is still the aim uml

pructzce of mzperzah.sm

Colonial rule has always been the
bxgﬂ}est obstacle to the. growth of an
mdependent national economy. The

1 . S

accept\ance of contmued 1mperla.llst
domination. will not’ promote” the;j -
econoinic \deve]opment of the néw - -
African states. ‘There is ample evi: ~
dence - in.. Algeria,. Ghana, - Guinea,
Mali and even Nigeria, that only

after achieving pohucal indepen:

dence has it been possible to embark
upon thé rapid .growth of an in-
dependent and balanced national '
economy.

Capitalist development in Europe
depended 4 good deil, 4nd still does,

. on. the exploxtatlon of colonial re-

sources, just as slavery in the south- - ‘
ern states was a- big factor in the . .
l'rowth of -U.S. capltahsm ‘

N ATION AL CAPITALIST

. The "African national bourgeoisie
(national capitalists) is still small :
extremely weak and undeveloped,

and scarcely. exists as an’ organised

factories it engaged mainly in.trade,
generally’ takmo ‘secorid place to the
big overseas monopoly firms. It has .
no - colonial -possessions and cannot
embark upon colonial expansion,
Even- if it were .possible to do' so,

“it would be resisted . even by the -.°

Conmmetl on page 19
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SOCIALISM

- (Contmued from page. 8)

most pohtlcally backward of the'

African masses.
“This makes clear. that| thc “tradr-
tional” path. of. caprtahst develop-

~ment is not possible in|most. parts-
of Africa. At thé same time, there

.is some degree of capitalist develop-
ment (mainlyv in South ‘Africa, the
Rhodesias, and the Congo), but in

.| most -countries. of tropical . Africa
| industrial development isBased more-

and more on. the public sector

| rather than the privaie-sector, and

agricultural producnon‘ is based
‘more and more on co operatrve

-methods. . .

‘What prospects dre there of an
advance towards socialism ? i

Most African nauonal leaders
proclaim’ that socialism is their aim.

To- advocate the growth.of capital-

ism would . seriously -weaken -(or
even completely destroy) their poli-
tical influence among the masses.

Socialism is the new gospel to win

the support of “African 'peoples.

‘African conditions, together with
Jdts class relations, ‘are so_different
that socialism is interpreted?in marty

' dszerent ways. In Afrzca the opposz-

tion to'the path of traditional capi-
.ralist
i Europe is a strong and posztzve fac-

development in  Western

tor, but its negative-aspect is the

temptatlon to throw overboard all

the posmve lessons of the ‘political
struggles in other parts of the world.

It isiargued that rrva;l classes do
not ‘exist in- African society. With

the achievement - of political inde-

' pendence (together with absence of

a developed national bourgeoisie) it
is claimed .that all Africans have
common ainis. - It
there are no rival polmcal parties.
This gives rise to the - one-party
system as a form of ‘goyernment in

" several ‘independent Afrrcan states.

This, separation from, the rest of
the world idealisation of traditional

African’ society, blurrmg over the -
"socialism which” knows nothing of
“Europcdn N

class  differences, - ‘together  with

| separate national ambrtrons of bour-

geois. elements; has led to a- ‘great

’vvarretyi .of “socralrst” "'concepts in

Afrlca[ }

is -argued that -

. _--_1_‘;

Thus, there is the “Arab socml-..,
“of* President Nasser, whereas
in" Tunisia “(another Arab ‘country)
_there is ‘‘Neo-Destour” socialisim”—

ISHZ

Neo-Destour- being the name. of the

ruling party, meanmg “riew -life””

There is -the “Negritude” preached
by President. Senl,hor of Senegal,
often- presented as ‘a variety of
“African Socialism’. The National

Council of Nigeria Citizens (NCNO)
- presents the ‘concept. of “Pragmatic,

Socialisny’ -(the  old hand-to-mouth

process) and the Action Group of

- Nigeria.setsthe aim of “Deniocratic
.Socialisn””—much in the same way
.as the right-wing leaders in Britain.

Most" widespread - is the concept
of ~“African Socialism’’—something
different from the-Social Democratic
concepts” in the capitalist countries

and also ‘from the scientific -social-
ism of Marxism. in' the socialist

world. Even within the concept of
““African Socialisin”- there_ are dif-
ferent - varieties, ranging from -the
“tribal socialism” of Julius. Nyerere,
President ".of - Tanganyika, to -the
nuxed economy ‘‘deinocratic socia-

-lism”, presented. by Prime” Minister
Jomo Kenyatta in the recent elec-

tion programme of the Kenya Afri-,
can National Union.

- Wishfil thinking will ‘not elimi-.

nate class’ antagonism in Tanganyi-

ka. True,. direct colonial rulé has

.been abolished, but imperialism still
retains its' economic grip. Foreign’

monopoly firms still have'a stmnale-

hold on' sisal (Tanganyika’s main ~

product) 4nd make. gigantic profits,
many -times™ bigger . than -the- fotal

wage-bill. Mr. Nsrlo Swai, Minister -. -

for -Development and Planning, re-

cently. explained - that ™ “Investment

in the private sector amounts t6 GO
per cent”’: (Reporter, 5:10: 63). The
official Industrial Directory of firms

in 1961 (large and small) gives .a -
total of 1,999 firms: Wage disputes .

and strikes among sisal workers are .-

frequent and "have mcreas,ed in res

cent years. There is certainly no
resemblance. in - this --situation = of
depending *“on the’ wealth ‘possessed-
by the commumty of which he was
a member”’.

Nyerere contrasts African “1r1ba]
.-with

class conflicts”

Socialism which - was, born’ of the-
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‘Agrarian. Revolution and the Indus. .
" - trial Revolution whrch followed it”,



- or

-He asserts that the tormer produced

the - “modern’ capitalist” and the
latter “the industrial proletariat”,
and that these ~two revolutions

: “planted the seeds of conflict wrthrn

.

society.” ) . N
If thé term “agrarran revolution”
refers to the breakdown of feudal:
ism it rcertainly ignores the basic

~ factors responsrble for this ‘change. .

Even more misleading is the topsy-
turyy vigw-

in society, rather than class conﬂlcts
creating revolutions. .

In an attenipt to justify the claim

that classes do not exist in African
society, Nyerere points out that the
word “class” has no equivalent. in

.any. indigenous African language.

Obvrously, the word * cIass”‘appears
nowhere in tribal society in Africa
elsewhere, . for . classes - only
appear when souety breaks down.

¢ And there can be no doubt that
. tribal society is: rapidly ‘breaking

down in Tanganyika. -
Marxists have always been con-

" scious of the positive as well as the

. community of poverty,

S.20

negative aspects of " tribal society.
Contrary 10 Nyerere’s idyllic pic-

‘ture, tribal society was essentially a

primitive form of existence in which
no sufplus was produced above bare
subsistence needs. There was no
other way to live except by sharing
things in. common; -and it was a
not -of
wealth. At the -same time, however,
there was not an exploiting class,
exercise of dlctatorshlp, or political
suppréssion.;

" Engels was . fully conscious of

* these: positive aspects of tribal _so- .

ciety, and in his . classic = essay

Origin. of -the Family, quoted with

approval the perspective given by

Lewis Morgan, in his .authorltatlve

survey Ancient Society :

“Democracy in .government,
brotherhood in’ socrety, equality
-, in rights dnd privilege and univer-
sal. educatron foreshadow the

. next higher- plane of society -to

_ which, experience, intelligence and
knowledge are steadrly tending.
Tt will be a revival, in a ln"her
form, of the liberty, equality _and
fraternity of the ancient gentes”.

N Socra.hsm is-the transformatron of
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Jaws of social development

that -it is revolutions-’
- which pfant the' seeds. of conflicts

Mcreatron of 4 new ‘“peasant bour-

1
i -
[
-
\ [

the posrtrve features of trrbal socrety

‘to the ‘*‘higher -plane of soc1ety
- From a low level of -existence of
-néw and higher relations will arise’

from the mastery of science and the!
The;
most positive features of primitive:
communisn - are - transforméd into
sc1ent1ﬁc socialism, a stage’ to com-;

“munism, and the plnnacle of human

development

Can the" positive fe.;ltures\ of the
old tribal society. be preserved .in
the modern age. during ‘the' transi-

-tron from caprtahSm to- socrallsm 2

This depends on the speed with

- which Africa advances to socialism. :

As‘ early as 1882, in his 1ntroductron
to'a'new edition of. the 1848 Com-»
mumst Manifesto, En"els held out!
the prospect that the-“mir” system ;
m‘w Tsarist Russia (under ; which
more than half the land' was oWned,
inicommon by the péasants) nnght

.be!: preserved under certain . condr-

tions :

e 14 the Russran Revolutlon be-
* comes the signal for a workers
- revolution in- the West,. so_shat

b‘oth complement each ‘other, the

present Russian! common. owner-": -

ship :of the land may then serve i
- as the $tarting point for’a com- -
nunist development.” (London,
January 21, 1882)

More than twénty years later, “

Lemn gave a clear analysis! ‘of .the
drsmteﬂratron of the communal land
system in. ’]Zsarlst‘ Russra and the

geoisie’ . ‘within - the framework of !

 the ‘old. feudal system. This was. the

situation confronting the’ 1917 Rus-

sian socialist revolutron It was ot

followed :by victorious revolutions

in ‘the West, and for this fa11ure,

worId humanity paid.the price of

the: Second World War and faces -
now‘ the threat of terrible nuclear

war; .

One of the first decrees of the new

. Russla was to give land to the peas- -
: ants, and at a later stage the elimi-,
- nation ‘of the “kulak” ~(rich- peas-

ant): through the system of collective
farniing. Jt established: common
ownershrp of land throughoiit the

.whole of . the Soviet- ‘Union, The
building of socialism has.transform- -

ed the old mir system from a_coin-
mumty of poverty mto a commumty

l
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" -Uganda magazrne)

of wealth,.With advances in the field
" of science and technology which are
the envy .of the -wholé world. )

In the light of its own specific
conditions ‘Tanganyika -may 'take a
different road :to achieve: these
objectives—not back-to- “tribal -so-
cialism™,. but forward to co-opera--
tive and collective ‘farms, mechan-
ised agriculture, “and scientific ‘in: -
dustrial - -development.” This .is the
way forward -to socrallsm

LOOK[NG TO THE PAST

Amon° the more recent’ exponents -
of “Afrrcan Socialism” is Mr. Tom
_ Mboya, General -Secretary |of the
Kenya ~ African’ National Union,’
and a Minister in the Governmenl
Writing on this subject in March
1963, he explains :

“When I ‘talk of ‘Afr1can So-
-cialism’ "I refer -to those provén
codes_of ‘conduct in the African. .

! societies .which _have, over the
ages, - conferred dignity on our
. beople ar}}d afforded them .secu- .
_ rity regardless ,of their station-in.
life. T. refer to universal charity
* which characterised- our societies
and I refer to the African thought
processes and cosmological ideas,
which regard man, not as a-social
means, but as.an end and entity
in- the - .society.” (Trasztton, .

In -one respect Mboya ’drffers'
from Nyerere when he admits . that
“poverty existed, but it was not due
to man exploiting - man”. .If ‘this

i-assertion is true that the peoples of

Kenya have always had * security
regardless ‘of their station in lifé”,
one wonders what they. have been
fighting for all these -years!. Why
have they waged a ceéseless. struggle
for many decades against European - .
land Trobbery;- organised innumer- .
able strikes in the past forty years,-

“and created trade umions and poli-

tical ‘movements to- wage - the ﬁght

for independence ?

On July 24, 1962 the Financial
Tiimes estimated - that there were

-300,000 wunemployed in Kenya, and
»Tom Mboya (who was then Minis-.
-ter of Labour) declared that 31,500 -
3Afr1cans had -been. thrown out of
_work in one year alone ending in
fJune 1961), and that. * hun°ry men

have to- steal. in° order to hve”

-

1
1
L




'_(szes, July 19, 1962) Not..much
securlty there,-:and’ certamly no: sign
of : a classless socrety'

. When 1t .comes down to brass
tacks, .. Mboya ‘himself . -advocates
measures’ which-are-in- striking ‘con-

trastto the “communial” - principles -

of traditional African: -society, pro-
.. ‘posing loans - for local and foreign
" capitalists, -and ‘that the -govetnment -
~should - stimulate pnvate mvestment

Mboya  contrasts “African’ Socxal-k

“ism’y with what he describes=as “So-
‘c1ahsm ‘of -the Western-type” on-the

‘onethand; and *‘a Marxian-type of

Somahsm” on the ‘other.’ He makes
“a'fervent p]ea “Tet us-go-abroad
fo ask for loans andtechnical skills,
- not for ideals and 1deolog1es

What is Mboya’s concept of so-

’crahsm" In.one sense he: expresses -

agreement with. Nyerere in stating
that : - “Socialism is a mental con-

- dmomn or- an attltude of - mind -

,estabhshed in order to achieve ra:

tional relationships and harmony in-
society.” Any capitalist would agree

with| ‘this vague general formula,
even! when he spells 1t out in more
. deta11 -

) "‘Socrahsm stands for equa.hty

ofiopportunity, security.. of in-

come- and employment, equality

' before the ‘law, the rule of law, .

mdrvrdual freedom, : universal

franchlse, state regulation of eco- .
. nom1c hfe, state. control . of vital .
of producnon and : distri< -

means {

butlon Lo
1963)

(Transztzon, March

If the word “socrahsm” is left out,
- all supporters -of the capitalist sys- -
fem w111 agree with these objectives.”,
.Everf in imperialist Britain there is .

‘a’considerable statz:regulation  of -
economlc life and state control - of-

' .productlon and drstrlbutxon

l
' WHAT- 1S SOCIALISM ?

. Scnentlﬁc socialism " is not a -con-
ceptthmlted to geographical bound-
aries; " either. ‘Bast™ or ‘West’. It is
a universal concept -.of a new stage

of "society, applicable. ‘anywhere in.

the ' woild, providing the objective

‘_factors have sufficiently ‘matured- t0.
advance towards "this new stage. It -

‘actua.lly exrsts in one-third " of the

world .and:as a: pohtxcal aim.in most
of : the. remammg two-tlurds ‘

character, but the j methods  of

-reaching this -stage-and ‘the applica- _‘

tion of its. principles . }wzll be .diffe-
rent in different parts of the world

To speak and write: of “Afrlcan

Socialism™ makes ‘no| ‘better -sense’

than dividing. the sciences into geo-
- graphical compartments, e.g. Afri-
can mathematics, African chemlstry,
African biology, or African physics.
“Science is- universal, but its appli-

cation differs. accordmg to drﬂ:‘erent -

‘Situations: - . i

There is ~only one socialism—

scientific  socialism—which belongs .
to the whole world, and not 'to one

continent oF one country

"Afrzcan SoczalzsmJ is a mirage,
but: there: can. be; different roads ‘to

Socialism: arzsmg from ‘the. different

condmons in: the Afrzcan countries.

1 Common ownershlp of all
the ‘means:of productlon, distribu-

_ ‘tion.and’ exchange, and produc-.
non for use, and not for pnvate

profit.

- 2.. Planned methods of. produc-
.ition ‘based - on harmonious. rela-
,tions ‘between ‘industry and agri-

hty between: town and country.

3. Apphcatlon of: science to all
spheres of prodnctlon, unleash-
_ing the inventive genius of human
i. beings,..and to make machines
the servants ‘of men and ‘women.

4. Pohtlcal power in the hands
of the people, led by the working

“*'based on full democracy in all
* aspects of economlc ‘and social
‘Tife.”
5. Nations soverelgnty and
friendship with all: nations, based

_ on- internationalism! and not nar- _

row bourgeois natronahsm

" 6. Equal nghts for all ‘men
and women. .

- 7. Encomagement and promo-
_tion of . young’ people to take key
posmons of leadershnp

8." Positive measures
ﬂourlshmg of the’ arts and scienc-

1
o
i
i
i
I

. class telations,

;culture,v raising - of living - stand- -
ards, and overcoming the inequa-

class®and. its Marxist party, and_

for the‘.'

co

es, - for. scientific and ‘techmical -

edncation, and for equal.opportu-

. nities ‘for-every child:to advance
Its: basic teniets are universal in - ¥ v:

'_m all sphezes of -education.’

" There- 13( nothing spec1ﬁca.lly
Russian, . German; French, British,
or American about
tenets “of - socialism, and. nothing in
them -which is “alien” to any Afri-
can country. They represent a stage

Ain-the "advanée of human society. -
which ‘would end all forms-of im- -

perialist domination; all. forms" of

these . basic -

economic explonatlon, and- all, forms :

of mequahty

True, in the vastly drﬁerent con-
dmons of Africa the forms and me-
thods of a socialist society cannot
be lan exact copy of the existing
socialist countries. The ‘existing’
communal land
ownership, - the

culture will have fo be taken into
account.

The achrevement of socialism - is .
not ‘only a matter of political théory

‘and programmes, but also a class

relations. Political independence was

-won by:an alliance of class forces
. led ‘by the progressive <clements of .

the ‘national bourgeoisie and, intelli-
gentsia, but workers ;and peasants.
were the brggest mass force.

TRANSITION TO bOCIALISM

The new stage dernands a sharper
struggle to achieve economic inde-

sense of -~ African .-
unity, pride in African history and .

pendence and end’ all forms of im-

perialist’ domination.

To justify this attitude; a.ll kinds
of spurious theories 'are put for-
ward to bolster up the idea of- Afr1-
can ‘exceptionalism.

‘The new formula “'A frzcan Socia-
lism?”’
used, not tv advance the cause” of

socialism, bt to hold it back.

Trade ‘unions are ‘urged to. post-
pone wage demands, there is resist-
ance to working class
advancing to the leadership of the
national movement and to the. for:
mation of Marxist Parties, on the

plea that there are -no less struggle

in' ‘Africa;
The ~ alliance of
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" class forces
-(expressed in 'the natlonal move--‘

-can _be used, and as’is being

elements”

’



ments which: won independence) is
still essential in the new stage of

" the struggle. But the advance to so:

 cialism is. possible only if the work-
ing class advances to the leadership
in the national united- front. ‘The
" spread of socialist ideas in Africa
does not mean that socialism is the
next item on the agenda of inde-
pendent African’ states.

The advance of the working class
o adyance y e . ist, 'the fevolution:did not §top at

the Jbotirgeois- -democratic stage, but
developed into a soc1ahst revolutlon :

" elements-into ‘the leadership of the
African national  movements is
essential even for the next stage of

y “advance, which is the building of an

“independent democratic state. This
is not a ‘‘third way”, but transi-

transmon may -be of long or short -

duration, dependmg on the relanon

of ‘class forces in the country, and.
especially on the strength and poli-.
tical consciousness. of the working -

class. For, is the ' working class, with
its revolutionary traditions wlnch is
the" harbmger of socialism : | :

1“Wherever the ann-lmpenahst"

front was under the leadership'of
the working class and its Marx-

I v
i “Wherever I:he movement was'
headed by the' ‘bourgeoise, or

influences pre-domi-

nated .in the antx-lmperrahst front
_theé . natjonal ° bourgeoisie that
came to power led society: lalong -
the path of capitalist develop- -
ment, -thus- delaying the transition
to a- higher stage of the revolu-
--tion”. (Fundamentals of Marx-
i s m-Leninism, Enghsh edltlon,
page501).
This lesson needs. to be under-
stood 'in Africa today. If t.he prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism are ap-

plied within the context OF ‘the

struggle through Africa, there are

- good . prospects  of - advance in.- the

new ‘stage of the struggle, for the
growth of - independent national
democracies, and an advanc':e to-
wards soc1a11sm : -

tionary stage  to -socialism.. The hdurgeois .

GEORGE PADMORE

F or a. pro]ected bzography of George B
Padmore, I'would like to contact any -
: persons who knew ‘him and/or have. §&
letters .or other papers which might P
be pertznent to my, study. All.mate- §
rials wzll be handled with' extreme'} -
care. |’ 1
. R Hooker, Ph D, Afrzcan Stu- g
-dies Centre and Department of His-
tory Michigan State University, "East 8
_Lanszng, Mzchzgan, United States of K
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